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Disclaimer 
The author of this work has quoted the writers of many articles and books. This does not mean that the author 

endorses or recommends the works of others.  If the author quotes someone, it does not mean that he agrees with 
all of the author’s tenets, statements, concepts, or words, whether in the work quoted or any other work of the 

author. There has been no attempt to alter the meaning of the quotes; and therefore, some of the quotes are long 
in order to give the entire sense of the passage. 
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DEDICATION 
 
My dear wife who has prayed for me and assisted me in HIS work for 
nearly 50 years. Also I dedicate this to my five children who are serving 
our Lord in full time gospel work. 
 

Pastor J. Paul Reno 
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PREFACE 
 

The following notes have been developed over a period of 45 plus years of 
pastoring. They are the result of 60 years as a Christian and reading my 
Bible, learning from over 80 Bible teachers, and teaching common people. 
They will bear similarities to others and their writings. I have benefited 
from their labors. I greatly appreciate what has been done and wish I had 
the eyesight and time to retrace my studies and give credit where it is 
due. 

 

May God get praise and glory from what proves helpful. I take 
responsibility for that which is in error. May we all aim to follow the motto, 
“The Bible, the whole Bible and nothing but the Bible.” 

 
Pastor J. Paul Reno 
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CHAPTER 1 
THE SCRIPTURES 

What a person believes about the Bible will determine 
what they will believe about the teachings of the Bible. A 
weakness in the doctrine of the Scriptures usually shows 
up in other areas later. The shallowness and heresies of 
our day are the result of wrong thinking about inspiration, 
preservation, interpretation, application, and the 
sufficiency of the Scriptures. Every cult and ism can be 
exposed at this point. 
II Tim. 3:15-17 

Five purposes of Scriptures 
Salvation 
Doctrine 
Reproof 
Correction 
Instruction in Righteousness 
Sufficiency – What the Scriptures can do in and of themselves: 
“Able” 
“Perfect” well-rounded, properly balanced, fully prepared 
“All good works” 
Such adequacy does not require extra Biblical helps 
 
Origin – “of God”  
Inspiration  
Not to be confused with two other processes: 
Revelation – God revealing truths and/or His Son to us (I Cor. 
2:9,10; Matt. 11:25-27; 18:17) 
Illumination – getting light, insight, and understanding on a given 
subject 
Opposite of expire (breathe out or lose breath of life) 
Breathe in the breath of life 
Process God used for giving Scriptures 
Not inspired men 
Inspired Scriptures 
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Similar to mouth-to-mouth resuscitation of drowning victims … one 
breathes for the other, thus dominating the breathing 
This process was used exclusively for Scripture  

II Pet. 1:16-21 
Scriptures are contrasted with devised fables 
Scriptures are superior to personal experience, even that of the 
Mount of Transfiguration 
Scriptures did not come by man’s will 
The Holy Ghost was the source and the force of inspiration 
“moved” the man 
God only used holy men 

I Pet. 1:9-12 
Men wrote and then tried to get understanding 
Words, not thoughts, were given by God 
Words would have to be God’s words, not men’s words (Matt. 4:4) 
If, as some teach, God gave thoughts and men then put in their own 
words, obviously they would have understood what they wrote: 
The Scriptures would be of no higher value than the intelligence of 
the writers 
We would be robbed of the preciseness and clarity of the Scriptures, 
for they could then have been written in a multitude of ways as long 
as the thought might be found therein  

I Thess. 2:13 
The Bible is God’s Word, not man’s word 
The Bible is to be received as God’s Word 
Salvation is tied to our attitude towards the Scriptures (Prov. 
13:13). 

Matt. 22:29  
Ignorance of the Scriptures leads to error (Hosea 4:1-14) 
Jesus expected people to have a working knowledge of the Old 
Testament 

II Pet. 3:15, 16 – Wrong attitude or use of Scriptures brings 
destruction 

Rev. 22:18, 19 
Danger of adding to the Scriptures 
Danger of taking away from the Scriptures 
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God is obviously finished writing Scriptures 

Matt. 15:1-6 
Two foundations of belief 
Tradition 
Scripture 
Jesus sided with Scripture against tradition 
Religious leaders had used tradition to avoid the commands of 
Scripture 

Luke 16:29-31 
Sufficiency of Scriptures to bring sinners to repentance 
Scriptures have more authority than one returning from the dead 

Luke 24:25-27 
Jesus expected a belief in all of the Scriptures (as written) 
All the Scriptures speak of Jesus 
We should so study that we could start at any place and point 
someone to Jesus 
There is far more to Jesus than most people suspect 

Luke 24:44-49 
We need God’s help to have our understanding opened 
Our ministry must be preceded by getting an understanding from 
the Scripture 
The extent of our ministry is related to our understanding of the 
Scripture 

John 5:39, 45-47 
Scriptures alone can’t save 
The Scriptures alone tell of Jesus who can save. 
Study to see Jesus 
Doubt one part and you cannot believe in Jesus 
Especially this applies to the first five books of the Bible including 
Creation, Fall, Flood, Law, Miracles, etc.  

I Cor. 2:9-14 
Scriptures are taught by God Himself (I John 2:20, 27) 
Believers only can get a proper under-standing  

Heb. 1:1-3 
The Bible is progressive in revelation 
Consider the progress in the prophecies of Jesus 
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Consider the Bible: 
Unique in trustworthiness:  no conflict with science, geography, 
racial history, chronological history, biographical history, events of 
history – archeology never contradicts it 
Unique in subject matter: sin, sinners, sovereign God, hell, 
salvation, prophecy, miraculous, Saviour, judgment, view of evil, 
view of the world 
Unity of purpose: 66 books, 40+ authors (prince, King, priest, 
farmer, shepherd, doctor, slave, tax-collector prisoner, fisherman, 
tentmaker), 3 languages, 3 continents, 16 centuries, various 
cultures (Egyptian, Jewish, Syrian, Medeo-Persian, Babylonian, 
Roman) 
Fulfillment of prophecy – in precise accuracy, great detail, given 
long before flow of events in that direction; includes the miraculous 
happening, etc. 
Lives changed by its teachings 
Preservation principle: against great foes, Israel as a people, the 
Church as a witness, and the Scriptures themselves! 

Amos 8:11, 12 
Prophetic passage telling of future problem 
Coming famine of the “the words of the Lord” 
No evidence of a shortage of religion 
Desire for the Word is present but the supply is gone 

Jer. 23:30 
God’s Words are stolen from people 
Perhaps something much weaker is left in its place 
The stealing is done by religious leaders who are near, or neighbors 
to those stolen from 
God is “against” all that would remove the actual words of God from 
us 

II Cor. 2:17 
The corruption of God’s Word was well underway in Paul’s day 
The majority seemed to be for corruption 
The position for purity of God’s Word seems to have been held by 
the minority even then 

I Pet. 1:23, 25 
The Scriptures are necessary for one to be “born again.” 
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Some of the traits of the “Word of God” (by which people are 
saved) are: 
not corruptible but incorruptible 
liveth forever 
abideth forever 
endureth forever 
There must be two kinds; pure and corrupt 
God blesses that which is pure 

Matt. 7:15-20 
Interpretation is obviously regarding ministers. 
Fruits reveal either a good or corrupt source. 
While this involves the nature of the minister, it can also well apply 
to the nature of the ministry. 
Use of good Bibles will produce different results than the use of 
corrupt Bibles. 

Psm. 119:89  
God’s Word is a settled matter – unchangeable 
David said it was settled (more than 3000 years ago) 
The “settling” is a matter of forever – past, present, future 
never been unsettled 
never will be unsettled 
Location of the settling is in heaven 

Psm. 119:160 
God’s Word has always been true 
God’s Word has existed from the beginning 
God’s judgments will all survive and stand the test of time – endure 
forever 

Psm. 138:2 
God has “magnified” His Word 
God cares more about His Word than His Name 
Consider Commandment #3 and (Rev. 22:18, 19) 

Matt. 5:18 
O.T. Law is safe in accuracy 
Jot and tittle are Hebrew letter markings 
God won’t allow the change of a letter, much less the change of a 
word or phrase 
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Mark 13:31 (also Luke 21:33) 
Words of Jesus are safe in accuracy 
Jesus’ Words can never be destroyed 

Luke 16:17 
Difficulty in changing one letter of the Law 
Law will continue, – not fail 

John 10:35b 
“Scripture cannot be broken” 
The Bible is a unit not to be broken into pieces 
Scripture must be fulfilled (Acts 13:29)  

John 17:17 
Bible is to be trusted 
Not only full of truth; but is truth in and of itself 
One of the answers to Pilate’s question, “What is truth?” (John 
18:38a)  

Psm. 119:140 
Purity claimed for Scriptures 
Purity of unquestionable character, - “very pure”  

Psm. 12:6, 7 
Purity is complete, – like the finest silver 
God guarantees the preservation of the very words, forever 

Consider the versions: 
All English Bibles are translations of either pure or corrupt Scriptures 
– Hebrew, Chaldean, and Greek 
Biggest area of difference today is in the N.T., the O.T. also has 
much variance 
Contrast Greek Manuscripts 
quantity 
age 
condition 
location 
material 
style of Greek 
origin 
Source of manuscripts, who accepts which, who used which etc. 
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