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Pref ace by Lutheran Li brar ian
In re pub lish ing this book, we seek to in tro duce this au thor to a new gen- 

er a tion of those seek ing au then tic spir i tu al ity.
All ti tles are avail able at lit tle to no cost in proof read and freshly type 

set edi tions. Many free e-books are avail able at our web site Luther an Li 
brary.org. Please en joy this book and let others know about this com 
pletely vol un teer ser vice to God’s peo ple. May the Lord bless you and 
bring you peace.

A Note about Ty pos [Ty po graph i cal Er rors]

Please have pa tience with us when you come across ty pos. Over time we 
are re vis ing the books to make them bet ter and bet ter. If you would like to 
send the er rors you come across to us, we’ll make sure they are cor rected.

THE OLD PATHS PUBLICATION
IS VERY GRATEFUL FOR THE LUTHERAN LIBRARY FOR MAKING THIS VOLUME 
AVAILABLE. WE ARE PRINTING THIS VOLUME FOR THOSE WHO LIKE TO 
HOLD A BOOK IN THEIR HANDS TO READ. WE WILL DISCOUNT THE PRICE AS 
MUCH AS POSSIBLE. 
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Pref ace.

A FEW PREFA TORY WORDS may help the reader of the fol low ing pages to
see the writer’s pur pose. It seemed to me es sen tial to as cer tain, first of all,
what the Scrip tural view of in spi ra tion is. How did in spired men re gard the
words which they and oth ers have handed on to us, and, above all, how did
our Lord re ceive them? A clear and full an swer to that ques tion is the need
of the hour. Once got, it would set tle this con tro versy for many. There is
still loy alty enough in the Chris tian ranks to go any where with Je sus, and to
sep a rate from ev ery thing that would sep a rate from Him. The first part of the
present vol ume is an at tempt to meet this want.

The sec ond part an swers an other ques tion. We want to know some thing
of the other party to the con tro versy. “The higher crit ics” de mand the sur- 
ren der of our “tra di tional be liefs,” and ask us to grate fully re ceive from
their hands a “re con structed” Bible. Who, then, are those new mas ters in Is- 
rael? Whence are they? What is their aim, and what has been their his tory?
“The Gen e sis of Ra tio nal ism,” which forms the sec ond part of the Book,
con tains a re ply.

One sec tion more ap peared to be nec es sary. Crit i cism has reached cer- 
tain con clu sions re gard ing var i ous Books of Scrip ture. The older nar ra tives
are de clared to be mere leg ends, and the his tory gen er ally is de scribed as
tra di tion tinc tured by the time when it was put into writ ing. Cer tain Books
of the Old Tes ta ment are said to fall be low even this low level. They are de- 
clared to be fic tions, the sooth ing ep i thet “pi ous” be ing gen er ally added, the
rep re sen ta tion be ing that evil was done by the writ ers that good might
come! All these con clu sions are placed be fore the pub lic as gen uine sci en- 
tific dis cov er ies.

Now, in the strangest fash ion, facts have been brought to light, which en- 
able us to put those state ments to the proof. Par al lel records in the his tory of
An cient Per sia, As syria, Baby lon, Pales tine, and Egypt have been re cov- 
ered. These have poured a flood of light upon the Scrip ture, ver i fy ing many
of its nar ra tives, ex plain ing many of its al lu sions, and set tling the age of
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dis puted Books. The third sec tion of the present vol ume, brings these re- 
sources to bear upon the ques tions re gard ing Es ther and Daniel, two Books
which crit i cism has con demned with the ut most con fi dence.

Archdea con Far rar’s work on Daniel, which was pub lished as this Book
was pass ing through the press, is no ticed in the ap pen dix.

JOHN URQUHART.

April 8th, 1895.
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Book I: The Scrip ture Doc trine
of In spi ra tion

1. The Cus tom ary View of the
Bible.

IT IS ABUN DANTLY EV I DENT that the time has come when the ques tion of the
In spi ra tion of the Bible must be re-in ves ti gated. It is nec es sary for all par- 
ties. Those who be lieve most firmly will still have dif fi cul ties to meet and
ques tions to an swer, and these can not be met and an swered with out in quiry
and con sid er a tion. Those who are trou bled can not be re as sured by mere au- 
thor ity: they need the as sur ance of con vic tion. Those who have sur ren dered
the old be lief will not be led back, un less it can be shown that for mer con- 
vic tions were parted with un der mis con cep tion, that sup posed ar gu ments
were fal la cies, that imag ined dif fi cul ties were only ob scu ri ties which fuller
knowl edge is clear ing away, and that the pos i tive ev i dence in sup port of the
old be lief is sim ply over whelm ing.

The task of this re-in ves ti ga tion will no doubt com mand the ser vice of
abler pens than mine; but in this great strug gle each must do his part. In the
day of bat tle, the lad, who only guides a bat tal ion through vale or for est that
it may take its ap pointed po si tion, per forms no mean ser vice. If I merely
help to make a place where oth ers will smite the dark ness with force and
skill, it will be no trou ble to me that the hon ors of war are given to those
who have won the vic tory. There is one thing, how ever, which I trust will
mark this at tempt of mine. I hope to be guided by per fect hon esty and
straight for ward ness. The reader and I shall look at this mat ter broadly and
fear lessly. We shall lis ten to what is to be said for and against. We shall
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shirk no dif fi culty; and we shall de cline to skirt a “dan ger ous” place, merely
be cause the ice seems weak, and be cause peo ple weighted with a the ory
may eas ily fall in. If there is a weak place, or a dif fi culty, we shall go right
up to it, and see just what it means.

In this in quiry we shall have to find an swers to three ques tions. The or di- 
nary view is at tacked. To un der stand this mat ter rightly, we have to in quire
what the or di nary view is. Un less that is thor oughly done we may be led
astray by mis con cep tions, and find that our rea son ings are vi ti ated and our
la bor lost. This must clearly, there fore, be our first in quiry. We shall (1) ask
what the or di nary view of the In spi ra tion of the Bible is, and whence it has
come — in other words, what is gen er ally said about the Bible, and who
first said it.

W« shall then lis ten to its as sailants, and ask (2) on what grounds this
view is re jected; and fi nally, hav ing heard and con sid ered all that is urged
on the other side, we shall (3) in quire whether any pos i tive ev i dence can be
brought for ward in fa vor of the or di nary view. Treat ing the mat ter in this
ex haus tive, and, we trust, im par tial fash ion, we shall hope to ar rive at some
clear and sat is fac tory con clu sion.

There is one ep i thet com monly ap plied to the or di nary opin ion re gard ing
the Bible which I re fer to at the out set, be cause it may oc ca sion a cer tain
amount of un wor thy and harm ful prej u dice.

It is said to be “tra di tional.” Well, there are many things “tra di tional.”
The Coper ni can the ory of the mo tions of the heav enly bod ies has long ago
be come “tra di tional.” We all be lieve in it, though not half a dozen men in
this gen er a tion may have taken the trou ble to test and prove it. It has been
handed down to us; it gives what seems a sim ple and sat is fac tory ex pla na- 
tion of the move ments of the earth and of the heav ens; and we con se quently
ac cept it will ingly and grate fully. It will not trou ble us much, should it be
called “the tra di tional view.” That it is “the tra di tional view” might be re- 
garded, on the con trary, as some thing in its fa vor. It could hardly have en- 
dured so long, un der the close and con tin ued in spec tion of mod ern sci ence,
un less it had much to sup port it. It is quite true that there have been hoary
tra di tions that have been bur den and con fu sion to men; but, on the other
hand, there is noth ing so “tra di tional” as truth. The whole body of knowl- 
edge and dis cov ery be comes “tra di tional.” There is not a sin gle sci ence, or
art, or man u fac ture in the world that is not gov erned by tra di tion. We may,
there fore, dis charge this term of what ever of fense it has seemed to im pute
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to the or di nary view, and we may use it freely to des ig nate the long con tin- 
ued be lief of the Chris tian Church re gard ing the Scrip tures.

What, then, is “the tra di tional view,” which not very long ago ruled un- 
ques tioned in the churches of this land, and which to day, for hun dreds of
thou sands, is bound up with Chris tian ity it self? The re ply can be given fully
only in the two words — Ver bal In spi ra tion. But here again we have to
guard against mis con cep tion. Op po nents of this view run away with the in- 
fer ence that ver bal in spi ra tion must im ply that the words were dic tated to
the in spired writ ers. The be lief is, there fore, la beled “a me chan i cal the ory,”
and is fre quently at once thrown aside with con tempt. Those who act in this
way have no idea that they are do ing in jus tice to the or di nary view; but
such is, nev er the less, the fact. The pres ence of the word “in spi ra tion,” ought
to have pre vented them con found ing it with dic ta tion. The mer chant does
not in spire his clerk when he dic tates to him. Dic ta tion ex cludes the pos si- 
bil ity of in spi ra tion as com pletely as any thing can. “Ver bal In spi ra tion”
merely in ti mates how far in spi ra tion has gone, and that it has ex tended to
the form as well as to the sub stance of the di vine mes sage. Ver bal In spi ra- 
tion im plies no the ory what ever as to the mode of in spi ra tion; it only de- 
fines its re sult. It tells what we have in the Bible; not how it has been given.
It is a ra tio nal an swer to a nat u ral and ur gent ques tion. We place the Bible
in some man’s hands, telling him that it is God’s mes sage to him, and that it
has been given by in spi ra tion of the Holy Spirit. He asks us in what sense
he is to un der stand our state ment. Does the in spi ra tion ex tend only to the
pur pose of the Book? Were the writ ers prompted to un der take this var ied
ser vice, and then left to find their own ar gu ments? The or di nary view
replies that the mir a cle of in spi ra tion has gone fur ther than that: the ar gu- 
ments were the re sult of the il lu mi na tion and di rec tion of the Spirit of God,
co op er at ing with and in form ing the mind of the writer.

“Well, then,” he replies, “you have taken me so far; but there is some- 
thing more I wish to know. Did the Holy Spirit in spire the thought and leave
the writ ers to find out, and to write down, what words they pleased? Are the
thoughts in spired, but the words not in spired?” To this the or di nary view
replies that the mir a cle of in spi ra tion has gone fur ther still. Thought is de- 
fined by words. Per fectly clear thought is wed ded to the words which ex- 
press it — to these very words and to no other. The Spirit of God is Light.
The Spirit’s thought is per fect in its clear ness, and it is sharply de fined,
there fore, in its ex pres sion. Into the clear ness of this thought the mind of the
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writer came, and he was “borne along” into its clear ex pres sion. The words,
as they fell on the page one by one, were each like an added ray of light,
and all of them bound to gether formed the beam which scat ters the dark- 
ness. The mind of the Spirit is ex pressed in the words of the Scrip tures as
they were orig i nally given.

That con clud ing phrase, “as they were orig i nally given,” is some times
treated as if it cast a doubt upon the Scrip tures as we now have them. How
lit tle ground there is for that mis un der stand ing we shall see by-and-bye.
The Chris tian Church has not al ways had the apos tolic au to graphs. Even in
the apos tolic age it was only the Churches to which they were spe cially sent
that had these. But the Churches of Christ have al ways had the orig i nal
Scrip tures. They have pos sessed the Old and the New Tes ta ment in a form
which the fullest in ves ti ga tion has never chal lenged in any im por tant point.
Mean while, I re peat that “Ver bal In spi ra tion” de fines the ex tent of in spi ra- 
tion, but says noth ing as to the mode in which the Spirit of God op er ated. It
ex presses the re sult, but ven tures no the ory as to the process. It tells us that
the in spi ra tion of the Scrip tures is such that it has left its clear im press upon
the words of the Book, and that these words are what they are, and their
very ar range ment is what it is, in or der that in them the mind of the Spirit
might be clearly and fully de clared.

How the Spirit of God has op er ated to give us a Book re li able in ev ery
word it has never con cerned Chris tian men to say or even to know. A few
have ven tured upon the o ries of in spi ra tion; but the men tal gym nas tics,
which we dig nify by the name of meta physics, have never been pop u lar.
The in tel lec tual tight-rope, on which one has to bal ance one self by the
adroit use of def i ni tions, has few at trac tions for the mul ti tude. And the pop- 
u lar in stinct has been fully jus ti fied by the bar ren ness of the re sults. The in- 
tel lec tual Blondins [tightrope walk ers —Ed] of our race have gone to the
end of their slim and aerial path way and found — noth ing. There has been
much in ge nu ity but small en light en ment. We find our selves on solid ground
when we speak of what the Spirit of God has given us: the mo ment we talk
of how the Spirit of God op er ated to give us an ab so lutely ac cu rate Book
we have ven tured out upon the air, and the only re sult that can be looked for
is a fall: When one asks how the dead are raised, Paul’s re ply be gins with
the sig nif i cant words, “Thou fool!”

I have now to an swer the sec ond part of our ques tion — whence has this
be lief come?
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Web ster, in the first edi tion of his Dic tio nary, de fines in spi ra tion as “The
su per nat u ral in flu ence of the Spirit of God on the hu man mind, by which
prophets, apos tles, and sa cred writ ers were qual i fied to set forth Di vine
truth with out any mix ture of er ror.” That was Web ster’s judg ment of the
mean ing which the term bore when ap plied by Chris tian men to the Bible.
The Arch bish ops and Bish ops of the Church of Eng land, in a united protest
ad dressed to Bishop Colenso, in 1863, said: “All our hopes for eter nity, the
very foun da tion of our faith, our near est and dear est con so la tions, are taken
from us, if one line of that Sa cred Book be de clared un faith ful or un trust- 
wor thy.” If any fur ther con fir ma tion is needed that this has long been the
cus tom ary view of the Bible, it will be found in the con fes sions of those
who at tack the doc trine of Ver bal In spi ra tion. They speak of it as “the or di- 
nary view.” When they at tack it, and en deavor to show that it is over thrown
by the al leged ex is tence of er rors in the Bible, they are per fectly aware that
they are say ing or writ ing what will of fend the vast ma jor ity of Chris tian
peo ple. They take the po si tion, not of those ex pound ing a be lief which is in
pos ses sion, but of those who set forth a be lief which has got to make its
way. They al low their be liefs to be named, with out protest or of fense, “the
new views.” They are the con fessed cham pi ons of “the New The ol ogy.” Be- 
hind all these ad mis sions lies the con scious ness that, to the Chris tian com- 
mu nity of our time, the Bible is, from be gin ning to end, the fault less Word
of the fault less God.

The truth of that ad mis sion will be felt by ev ery one. The at ti tude of
Chris tian men to wards the Bible is that of ab so lute trust and of deep est ven- 
er a tion. There can be no ques tion as to how the teach ers in our Sun day-
schools have re garded it. They teach the chil dren to look upon it as God’s
Book. Rightly or wrongly, they al ways speak of it as stand ing apart from all
other lit er a ture; and the rea son which they as sign for this un ap proached ex- 
cel lence is that, while other books pro ceed from men, this has come from
God. If we en ter our churches and chapels, and ask how the Bible is re- 
garded there, we have the same re ply. The words of this Book are ap- 
proached, ex pounded, and ap plied to the con science and the heart as the
very words of God.

I do not cite this be lief as an ar gu ment, though it is only fair to note in
pass ing that it ought, nev er the less, to have some weight with us. Mul ti tudes
of these are men who do not re vere the Bible merely be cause they have
been taught to do so. They know it. They have read it again and again. They

The Inspiration and Accuracy of the Holy Scriptures

SAMPLE PAGES


	979-8-9928358-2-3_FRONT-cov-Perfect
	Sample-Pages-Urquhart-John-Inspiration
	979-8-9928358-2-3_txt_Part2
	Also Available from LutheranLibrary.org
	About The Lutheran Library

	979-8-9928358-2-3_txt_Part3
	Contents

	979-8-9928358-2-3_txt_Part4
	979-8-9928358-2-3_txt_Part5
	Preface by Lutheran Librarian
	A Note about Typos [Typographical Errors]

	Preface.

	979-8-9928358-2-3_txt_Part6
	Book I: The Scripture Doctrine of Inspiration
	1. The Customary View of the Bible.


	979-8-9928358-2-3_txt_Part7
	979-8-9928358-2-3_txt_Part8




