E. A. JOHNSTON



SERMONS FOR REVIVAL
BY
E. A. JOHNSTON



SERMONS FOR REVIVAL BY E.A. JOHNSTON

SERMONS FOR REVIVAL

© by E. A. Johnston
October, 2013

ISBN: 978-1-56632-170-9

Foreword by:
Rev. Dr. Colin N. Peckham
Principal Emeritus—Faith Bible College
Edinburgh, Scotland

Publishing, Formatting & Editing Facilitated by:
The Old Paths Publications, Inc
142 Gold Flume Way
Cleveland, GA 30528

Regarding the cover photo: The author is in the pulpit of St. Mary de Crypt,
Gloucester, England, from which George Whitefield preached his first sermon and
sent 15 people mad.



DEDICATION

This book of sermons is dedicated to my darling daughter Carly who, through
difficult days, has been a constant ray of sunshine in my life.

Dad
Evangelist and Author, E A. Johnston
October, 2013



SERMONS FOR REVIVAL BY E.A. JOHNSTON




TABLE OF CONTENTS

DEDICATION...ccuiiiiuiceisuinnnsnisaessssssissesssnssncssssssssssssisssssssssessssssssssessesssssssssssases 3
TABLE OF CONTENTS 5
FOREWORD......ucotiiiiinininnisnesnnsisisssissnsssississssssissessssssissssssssssessssssssssssssases 9
INTRODUCTION....ccouiiiinuecnnsnisessnissncsssssnsssessisansssssssssessssssssssssasssssssssssssssssssns 11
CHAPTER 1: AMERICA: REVIVAL OR RUIN 13
Bible TeXt: AIMOS 3...uiiiieieiieiieieieee ettt sttt 13
Preached on: Wednesday, July 25, 2012.......ccociiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeee 13
CHAPTER 2: A TOUR OF HELL 23
Bible Text: Luke 16:23 i it 23
Preached on: Wednesday, July 25, 2012.......cccevevieiieiienierieceece e 23
CHAPTER 3: A SILENT CHURCH AMIDST A SINFUL NATION.......... 35
Bible Text: Jeremiah 5:21-31 oot 35
Preached on: Tuesday, March 5, 2013 .........cooiiiiiiniiiieeeeeeeeeee 35
CHAPTER 4: GOD’S LOVE LETTER 41
Bible Text: JORN 3:16....c.iiiiiiieieeeee e 41
Preached on: Tuesday, May 14, 2013 .......ccccoeiieeviiiieisieeniecre e ere e 41
CHAPTER 5: AN AWAKENING SERMON 47
Bible Text: Psalm 7:11-12 ..coooiiiiiiiiieee et 47
Preached On: Saturday, April 13, 2013 .....ccoociieiiiieiee it stae s 47
CHAPTER 6: THE CAPPUCCINO CHURCH 59
Bible Text: Ezekiel 11:12...c.coiiiiiiiieeeeeee et e 59
Preached On: Wednesday, July 3, 2013 ......cooiiiiiiiieeeeeeeee i, 59
CHAPTER 7: THE IMPLOSION OF AMERICA 67
Bible Text: Jeremiah 1:13-14...cc.oiiiiiiiie et 67
Preached on: Tuesday, April 16, 2013 .......cccoeoieviiirieiieerecreereeeesee e 67
PrINCIPIE #1 ettt 67



SERMONS FOR REVIVAL BY E.A. JOHNSTON

PrINCIPLIE # 2 oottt sttt ens e ensaenae s 69
PrINCIPIE #3 ..ottt ettt e e e s e e ra e e b e e ebaeeenraaens 70
CHAPTER 8: CHRIST’S RECEPTION OF SINNERS 73
Bible Text: Gospel of Matthew.........c.ccoceviiiiiiiiiiiciieeee e 73
Preached on: Saturday, January 12, 2013 .......ccceeviiivieniirieeieeeeeeeeiee e 73
CHAPTER 9: THE KING OF GLORY OF REVIVAL 81
Bible Text: Psalm 24 ........c.oooiiiiiiiieeeee e 81
Preached On: Tuesday, September 10, 2013.......c.cccvevievierienieeie e, 81
CHAPTER 10: TEN MISTAKES OF MODERN EVANGELISM............... 89
Preached On: Tuesday, July 30, 2013.......cccieeiiecieieiieeee e 89
IMISEAKE H1L ...ttt ettt ettt ettt sttt aeesbeesbeesateeas 91
IMISEAKE H2..ceeeeeee ettt et 92
IMISEAKE H3 ..ttt sttt ettt ettt et sttt et eae e bt e sbee st ens 92
IMISEAKE H4 ...ttt ettt sttt ettt et 93
IMISEAKE H5 ..ottt ettt ettt et ettt e ae e bt e st e et ens 94
IMISEAKE H0 ...t ettt ettt ettt 95
IMISEAKE H7 ..ottt et ebe e ettt ettt e it e satesate et ens 96
IMISEAKE H8....ee et s ettt 97
IMISEAKE H ..ttt et ettt sttt 98
MISEAKE F10 ...ttt et e eb et et 99
CHAPTER 11: THE POWER OF A HOLY LIFE 103
Bible Text: 2 Kings 4:8-9.....co ittt e 103
Preached on: Tuesday, July 3, 2012.......cccceeeiieiiiieieiie et e 103
CHAPTER 12: WALKING WITH GOD 111
Bible Text: GEnesis 5:24.....cc.ooiiiiiieiereeiere ettt sae 111
Preached on: Sunday, August 5, 2012 ....ccoeiiiiieiieieeeeeeeee e 111
CHAPTER 13: THE OUTPOURED WRATH OF A LONG-PROVOKED GOD
123

Bible Text: Zephaniah 1:14-18 .......cccccvviiciieiiieiieieriece e 123



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Preached On: Tuesday, July 23, 2013 ......c.ccovevievierieeieeieenen,

CHAPTER 14: THE HEART THAT CARES FOR THE SOULS OF MEN

Bible Text: Romans 1:16 .......ccceevievierieniieieeieeeenee e
Preached On: Saturday, January 5, 2013 ........cccceeeeieecieeeiieens

CHAPTER 15: THE SOLEMN ASSEMBLY

Bible Text: Joel 1:10-15. . i
Preached on: Wednesday, February 27, 2013 ..........ccoeevvenrennen.
CHAPTER 16: WEARING THE ARMOR OF GOD
Bible Text: Ephesians 6:10-18..........ccccoecvvveiieiienierienie e
Preached on: Wednesday, January 2, 2013 ..........ccccovveevieennnns
CHAPTER 17: WHERE A TREE FALLS IT SHALL LIE
Bible Text: Ecclesiastes 11:3 ......cooiieiiiiiniiiiieienienieeeeee
Preached on: Sunday, August 19,2012 ......c.ooovevverirnienieeiens

CHAPTER 18: UNCTION IN PREACHING

Bible Text: LUKE 3:16 .ot
Preached on: Thursday, December 27, 2012 ..........cceeevveveennenne

CHAPTER 19: HELL-SHAKING PRAYER

Bible Text: James 5:10......ccooivieriiieieeeeeecitiee e e
Preached on: Wednesday, May 15, 2013 ......cccooiinieiiiinnniiinnne

CHAPTER 20: ISN’T JESUS WONDERFUL!

Bible Text: Revelation 2:1-5.......ccoovvviiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeiieee
Preached On: Sunday, July 29, 2012 .........ccovevvevierrieieeieeieene

CHAPTER 21: THE ROOT OF SIN

Bible Text: Luke 3:7-9 ..o
Preached On: Tuesday, August 6, 2013 ........ccoceeviiriieiieeieeenne

CHAPTER 22: AMERICAN CHURCH BUFFET

Bible Text: HOs€a 4:17 ..c.vviiiiiieiieeeecee e
Preached On: Friday, August 16, 2013 ........ccccovvvervecriecienieeneenne

129



SERMONS FOR REVIVAL BY E.A. JOHNSTON

CHAPTER 23: THE LEGEND OF THE KING’S SWORD ..........cccceeueuee. 195
Bible Text: Jeremiah 6:16 ......cc.coiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeee e 195
Preached On: Thursday, July 18, 2013 .......ccoeoiieiiiiieeeeeeeee e 195

CHAPTER 24: LIFEBOAT OF GRACE IN A SINKING WORLD........... 201
Bible Text: 2 Peter 3:3-9 ..ot 201
Preached On: Thursday, August 22, 2013 .....coooiiiiiiieieeeeeee e 201

CHAPTER 25: TEXTUAL DECISIONISTS 207
Bible Text: ROmMans 8:9 ........cccoiiiiiiiiiiieieeeee e 207
Preached On: Tuesday, September 10, 2013.........cccceeiiiieieiieieiee e 207

CHAPTER 26: THAT BLOODY CROSS 213
Bible Text: ROMAans 5:9 ....cccoooiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeee e 213
Preached On: Monday, September 16, 2013.........cccceveivrieeveereerieeieeeeene, 213

CHAPTER 27: WHAT PAUL PREACHED 219
Bible Text: Romans 1:16 ...co.eoocioiiiieii ittt 219
Preached On: Thursday, September 19, 2013 .......ccccoeiiiiiiiiiiiieieeeeee 219

CHAPTER 28: LOST GENERATION WITH ONE FOOT IN HELL......225
Bible Text: BOOK Of JUAZES......eeiuiiiiiiieitiieiiiie et 225
Preached On: Tuesday, October 1, 2013........cccvvviieeciineiienienieere e 225

CHAPTER 29: ONE FOOT IN THE AISLE AND THE OTHER IN HELL

231
Bible Text: Matthew 7:13-27 ....ooiiiiiieeeeee et 231
Preached On: Saturday, October 12, 2013 .......cooviiiiiiiieiie et 231

CHAPTER 30: REVIVAL: AN ABUNDANCE OF RAIN......ccccoeenuecinenene 239
Bible Text: 1 Kings 18:30-40........ccciiiieiieieiieeieee et 239
Preached On: Sunday, October 13, 2013 .......ccceeciivviierierieeie e 239

INDEX OF WORDS AND PHRASES 245

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 253



FOREWORD

The famous World Missionary Convention held in Edinburgh, Scotland, in
1910, came to the conclusion that the state of the church "was such as to prove
itself utterly unfit for the work of God put before it." Andrew Murray then wrote a
book called The State of the Church in which he took these assessments and further
analyzed the church as being self-centered, with little consecration, vision, spiritual
dynamic or prayer. It is a vivid and scathing assessment.

One hundred years later, Dr. E. A. Johnston has done the same, and has been
even more explicit. He has looked at the Western church in its crises with half-
hearted congregations sound asleep. The standards fall; there is a lack of fervent,
burdened praying; the witness is feeble; the worship is often shallow and
anthropocentric (centered on ‘me’); holiness is on the back-burner and is an
embarrassing subject; preaching is often mechanical and professional; the poorly
attended prayer meetings consist so often of merely listing our needs before God;
conversions are infrequent, for sinners are only sought halfheartedly; the church is
cold and is in a state of spiritual declension.

Christian people today are often more materialistic and self-sufficient. Even
those who are seeking God are in danger of being numbed by the passivity of the
prevailing Christian attitudes. There is little burdened preaching. Christianity has
become cerebral. The Bible may be taught, but the heart is not touched.

Spurgeon in his Sermons on Revival said,

It seems to me to be perfectly dreadful that there should be this
constant dying, this constant ruin, this constant spread of error,
and no progress in the church!

Even in his day, he felt the chilly blast from a cold, cold church. How much more
we today!

The Psalmist said, "Horror hath taken hold upon me because of the wicked
that forsake thy law" (119:53). But there is not much horror today—we are
conditioned to the godlessness around us and have ceased to feel the horror:

Burdened, broken, bold praying is the nerve center of revival. There is a price
to be paid, a price of curbed freedom, of resolute concentration, of agonizing
supplication. Intercession costs. There is a burden, a passion, an agony, and yes—
glory! The breaking through of God into a meeting, the evidence of His felt
presence is everything!



SERMONS FOR REVIVAL BY E.A. JOHNSTON

And to get that, costs everything. True intercession is sacrifice. Because of
the high demands of taking up this burden, many cannot pay the price and
consequently do not gain the rewards and benefits of brokenness and soul-travail
in God's presence. Their ministry becomes ordinary; good and biblical, but
ordinary! The price is too high. Yet God says, "I the LORD build the ruined places,
and plant that that was desolate ... I will yet for this be enquired of by the house
of Israel, to do it for them" (Ezekiel 36:36-37). Jesus said, "Watch and pray" (Mark
13:33). When last did we pray with broken hearts? When last did we feel that pain-
filled fellowship of the pierced hand?

Oh, how we need the refreshing breath of the Spirit where glowing coals are
fanned into a white-hot flame! Revival is a many splendorous thing, but at its heart
is the revelation of the holy presence of God. It is the localized presence of deity,
the consciousness of the Eternal, where God takes the field and stands in the midst
as the mighty Conqueror, and where the glory of the Lord returns to the church.

May the stirring challenge of this book speak to us all, and may it cause the
church to acknowledge the heights from which it has fallen and appreciate the
greatness and holiness of God. May it cause us to repent and turn from our
superficiality to seek God whole-heartedly, fervently, and constantly until He
reigns righteousness upon us, and we watch as He extends His kingdom in the
demonstration of the Spirit's power and unction. This book is a serious call to holy
living, to repentance, to total commitment, and to prayer in the Holy Ghost. May
God use it for His glory.

Rev. Dr. Colin N. Peckham
Principal Emeritus—Faith Bible College
Edinburgh, Scotland
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INTRODUCTION

In a day of moral decline in society and spiritual declension in the church,
there is a great need for spiritual awakening and revival. God has seemed pleased
to send revival to His church and national awakening to the land in former times,
through the preaching of the great doctrines of grace. This was the case in America
in 1740 under the searching preaching of Jonathan Edwards and the mighty
preaching of George Whitefield and other "revival men" such as Gilbert Tennent
and Jonathan Parsons and a host of other firebrands who called sin black and hell
hot and preached the necessity of repentance and the need of God to perform a
work of regeneration upon the heart of sinful man.

There is a great difference between preaching "about" revival and preaching
"for" revival.

It is the hope and prayer of this poor preacher that God will be pleased to bless
the enclosed messages and send a mighty outpouring of His Spirit in this sin-
soaked land today!

All glory to His holy Name!

E. A. Johnston, Ph.D, D.B.S
Evangelist and Author
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CHAPTER 1: AMERICA: REVIVAL OR RUIN

Bible Text: Amos 3

Preached on: Wednesday, July 25, 2012

When [ was a little boy in the 1950s, things were different in America back
then. I remember this country when Hollywood had censors, politicians had a
conscience, and America had a moral compass. Hemlines were lower and morals
were higher and sin was called sin and not social disorders. Of course, we didn’t
have the technology that we have today. Back then if you said Microsoft they
thought you were referring to your mattress. And we didn’t have Wi-Fi. We had
hi-fi. It was a time when only women wore earrings and only sailors had tattoos. I
remember America when it still had a strong work ethic and business abounded in
honesty and integrity and a man’s word and handshake was as good as gold. And
I remember in America when a parent did not have to worry about what their
children saw on TV and marriage was between a man and a woman. There was
such a thing as shame in society back then.

I remember America when the church still had authority and there was still a
fear of God in the land. I remember a nation that stood on biblical principles and
looked to God for guidance and to the church for direction. It was okay to pray in
public school back then and the Ten Commandments were publicly displayed. And
if any atheist cried out against it, there were more than enough Christians to shout
that person down because God had the majority in the nation back then. And I
remember an America that was looked up to by other nations and we were a
country that held on to the principles of our founding fathers and Old Glory was
never stomped on and set on fire because we respected too much what it stood for.
Back then there was such a thing as a weekly prayer meeting in the church and
people actually came to pray. And they weren’t embarrassed to cry when they
prayed and they prayed loud and long and did so until they grabbed hold of God
and the fire fell and consumed the sacrifice. The church back then didn’t operate
on money and manpower, but by God and Holy Ghost power. Back then the church
influenced society instead of society influencing the church. And I remember
preachers who preached about the blood and the cross and they warned that hell
was hot and a future judgment awaited all mankind. Those kinds of preachers
weren’t afraid of men, but they sure feared the Almighty.

13
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I keep using the word remember because all I have is my memory of these
former things. Today America is facing ruin and only a heaven-sent revival will
save this nation from complete destruction.

You see, Christianity was always meant to be counter-cultural. In the New
Testament, when the church met the world, there was a clash because the church
went in one direction and pagan society went in the other. Now they travel side by
side and there is just a rub between them.

We wanted to reach the world so we brought the world into the church. Where
has it gotten us? It has only corrupted the house of God. When the people of God
begin to drift away from the heart of God, then God will send remedial judgments
to call His people back to Him.

My message today is entitled, “America: Revival or Ruin.” It is about the
remedial judgments of God and we want to begin in the book of Amos, chapters 3
and 4.

Amos was a fiery prophet of God whose main message was judgment. God’s
timetable was up and the people of God would not return to Him, so He sent a
series of judgments upon them; remedial judgments, each one being stronger and
harsher than the previous one. God was seeking to get their attention, but they
refused to listen. Is God seeking to get our attention today? Is America under the
chastisement of the Almighty? Have we not turned our backs on God in this
country today?

You know, 9/11 was a wakeup call, but almost everyone went back to sleep.
God is still, in His mercy, seeking to get our attention. But the timetable is quickly
running out. This is the most critical time in the history of this nation, because if
things don’t drastically change and there is a turning of this nation back to God,
then there will be no nation to turn. It will be gone.

Look at ancient Rome and their military might that ruled the world with an
iron fist. Can you fear an Italian army today? No. It is laughable. America is now
laughable in the eyes of the world.

Well, look in your Bibles at Amos chapter 3, verse 3. What does it say? “Can
two walk together, except they are agreed?” Can you walk with God and still hang
on to your wretched sins? Can you name the name of Christ and live like the devil?
If you want to walk with God you must turn from your sins and pursue a life of
holiness. God is holy. God’s Word declares: “Follow ... holiness, without which
no man shall see the Lord” (Hebrews 12:14).

14
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The problem with Israel here in Amos was that they had quit walking with
God. They preferred their sins over God. They turned their back side to God. And
yet they still believed they were alright in God’s eyes; that God had somehow
adjusted Himself to their wicked ways; that He tolerated their sins because of His
great love for them. God was angry with the Jews and God is angry with the church
member who claims to be Christian yet who still hangs on to his sins.

“Can two walk together, except they be agreed?" Can they?

Picture in your mind the story of Elijah and his contest with the prophets of
Baal on Mount Carmel. He was up against 450 prophets of Baal; remember that?
Elijah built an altar and challenged the prophets of Baal to call on their gods to
consume the sacrifice and their gods didn’t show up. Finally Elijah began to mock
them and said that perhaps their god was on vacation. But listen to what Elijah said
to the assembled crowd that day: “And Elijah came unto all the people, and said,
How long halt ye between two opinions? if the LORD be God, follow him: but if
Baal, then follow him. And the people answered him not a word” (1 Kings 18:21).

In other words, if you want to walk with God, you can’t have one foot with
God and with the other play footsie with the world. Notice he said “If the LORD
be God.” Is Jesus your Lord or is He just your insurance policy against hell?

In Amos chapter 3, verse 6 the text reads: “shall there be evil [calamity] in a
city, and the LORD hath not done it?”

Never in my lifetime have there been so many frequent natural disasters in
this country, one right after another. Why do you think that is? Is it global warming
or mother nature? Or is it God allowing Satan to wreak havoc on our society and
on our land? In the book of Job, Satan brought a great wind to collapse the house
of Job and remove his family and his wealth. God gave Satan permission to do it.
Satan is not on the same level as God. There is not an equal war between good and
evil. Satan is only a created being; a judged created being whose time is short and
he knows it. The last days will be so terrible you will not want to be alive if God
does not send revival.

Let us now look at how God sends remedial judgments to a people who have
turned their backs on Him. Look at Amos chapter 4 beginning in verse 6: “And [
also have given you cleanness of teeth in all your cities, and want of bread in all
your places: yet have ye not returned unto me, saith the LORD.”

Judgment number one was that God sent a famine in the land. In His mercy
He sent them a famine. But how did they respond? “Yet have ye not returned unto
me, saith the LORD.”

15
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Well, look at judgment number two in verse 7. It is more severe: “And also
I have withholden the rain from you, when there were yet three months to the
harvest: and I caused it to rain upon one city, and caused it not to rain upon
another city: one piece was rained upon, and the piece whereupon it rained not
withered. "

See, you can go a week without food, but man cannot live long without water.
God sent a drought to His disobedient people. Now do they turn back to Him and
repent and seek His face? No. “... yet have ye not returned unto me."

You see, back then the local Jewish weather men told them it was just mother
nature acting up again, or women nature. They would just have to grin and bear it.
But they didn’t return to God. So He brings an even more severe judgment. Look
at judgment number three in verse 9: “I have smitten you with blasting and mildew:
when your gardens and your vineyards and your fig trees and your olive trees
increased, the palmerworm devoured them: yet have ye not returned unto me, saith
the LORD.”

God sent a financial collapse. Our economy is growing worse and worse and
a global depression is on the horizon. Have we turned back to God? God is seeking
to get our attention. Are we paying attention or are we asleep? The remedial
judgments of God when unheeded become the increasing judgments of God.

Look at how severe judgment number fouris. Look at verse 10: “/ have sent
among you the pestilence after the manner of Egypt: your young men have I slain
with the sword, and have taken away your horses; and I have made the stink of
your camps to come up unto your nostrils: yet have ye not returned unto me, saith
the LORD.”

He has removed young men of the city by death. You know, take the young
men out of a community and the community has little future. God sent death to
them through pestilence and war. What is it going to take in America? What kind
of terrible national calamity will have to fall upon this nation before it turns back
to God? Will it ever turn back to God? When the Christian leaders refuse to
acknowledge that God is judging America and judging the churches in America,
then we have the blind leading the blind.

Pastors of former generations were wiser and preached revival sermons to
turn the hearts of the people back to God. Listen to a sermon preached by a leading
pastor in Boston in 1755 when an earthquake shook that city. Listen to the title of
his sermon:

“Earthquakes the works of God and tokens of his just displeasure

16
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being a discourse on that subject wherein is given a particular
description of this awful event of Providence made public at this
time on occasion of the late dreadful earthquake which happened
on the 18" of November 1755.”

The text of the sermon was Psalm 18:7, “Then the earth shook and trembled; the
foundations also of the hills moved and were shaken, because he was wroth.”

The leading pastors in New England all preached similar sermons at that
time. They called the congregations to fast and pray and repent of their sins and
fall on their faces before the God of terrible majesty. Even the President of the
United States had a fear of God back then and called the entire nation to a time of
humiliation before an offended Creator. Consider this notice in a newspaper from
1798: “A discourse delivered in the First Presbyterian Church of Philadelphia on
Wednesday, May 9, 1798, recommended by the President of the United States to
be observed as a day of fasting, humiliation and prayer throughout the United
States of America.”

How much more urgent is the great need for America today? We can’t look
to the White House to help us. We can’t even look to the church house to help us.
Who will take a stand for God in this land today? Who? It is time for the people of
God to turn from their wicked ways and fast and pray and seek His holy face in
repentance and humiliation or there will not be a nation left to pray in. When will
the churches in this land stop playing church and get right with God and call a time
of solemn assembly where the people of God cry out to God in nights of
desperation and prayer? Why complain about the direction of this nation when you
are not willing to do anything about it? God says: “Return unto me, and I will
return unto you” (Malachi 3:7).

How bad do we want Him? Listen to this warning from the book of Romans:

The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off
the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of light. Let
us walk honestly, as in the day, not in rioting and drunkenness,
not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife and envying. But
put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the
flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof- (Romans 13:12-14)

Let me tell you what can happen to a church. Things can get between you and
God. Leonard Ravenhill used to tell a story about a friend of his who was on fire
for God. Every time Ravenhill got around this man he was more thirsty for Christ
and things of eternal worth. Do you know people like that, people that make you

17
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thirsty for God? Well, this man was like that. Every time he got around him he
wanted to talk about Jesus and winning souls. Then one day he began collecting
stamps. As his collection grew, so did his enthusiasm for stamp collecting. Leonard
Ravenhill said, “This man called me up one day and said, ‘Come on over and I will
show you my new stamp collection of British colonials that cost me $50,000.””
Ravenhill said that pretty soon this man no longer wanted to talk about Jesus or
the things of God. He just wanted to talk about stamps. A harmless little thing like
a stamp drew that man away from God.

What is it with you? What is the thing, no matter how seemingly harmless,
that has stolen your affection from Jesus? Why is your Bible a closed book? Why
is your prayer life so stale and so infrequent? Why is your walk so up and down?

You see, a church has influence for God in a community as long as the church
members have influence with God. A church is only a reflection of its members.
The members of a church will either draw people to God like a magnet or turn
people away from Him by their inconsistent and worldly lives.

Let me share a story with you. A traveling preacher was passing through a
certain city and he wanted to go by and visit a historic church that had a long
reputation for doing good for the Lord. But when he got into town he stopped at a
local restaurant to grab some lunch and ask directions to that famous church. The
owner of the restaurant was well familiar with that church and when the traveling
preacher went on and on about all the great things that church had done, the owner
of the restaurant looked at him strangely and commented, “Yes, it used to be that
way some time ago. If you want directions to that church, go up the road a piece
and turn right at the next stop sign. Then go up a hill and at the top of the hill there
will be a sign telling you the way to that church.” “What does the sign say?” asked
the traveling preacher? The man paused and with a sad look said, “The sign says,
‘Caution, children at play.””

I am sorry to say I have known churches like that, too many, that once did
great things for God, that God did great things through them, and now there are
signs out front that say, “Caution, children at play.”

The hour is late, friends. It is time to get serious with God. Get serious with
God and God will get serious with you. If your free time is spent on anything other
than prayer and Bible study and things of eternal worth, I feel sorry for you. There
is a bema seat for believers. And there we will receive gold, silver, and precious
stones or wood, hay, and straw. When the works of your life pass through the fire,
what will remain? Will it be gold, silver, and precious stones? Will your life for
Christ shine like a brilliant jewel reflecting His glory? Or will you stand there knee
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deep in the ashes of a wasted life and bend over and press those ashes into His nail-
pierced hand? Do you want to be found playing with the marbles of the world when
Jesus appears at the rapture? If we really believe we are living in the last days, our
lives don’t reflect it. If we really believed that Christ is returning soon, we would
not be so consumed with this world. Some of you within the sound of my voice
may be living your last years. How do you want to spend them? Chasing a little
white ball around a golf course? I used to do that until God showed me what golf
stood for—Golden Opportunities Lost Forever.

What occupies your time? Are we redeeming the time because the days are
evil? You may think I am morbid, but I read the obituaries every day. I take time
to read each one and contemplate on their life and how they lived it. You can learn
a lot about a person from his obituary. I often read, “He was an avid golfer. He
loved to ride motorcycles. He had a passion for bowling and he was a deacon at
such and such Baptist church.”

Seldom do I read an obituary about a man that says he had a passion for God
and was consumed with things of eternal worth. He lived to bring the lost in. He
loved Jesus with his whole heart. No, it is usually he loved his antique cars, or his
bass boat, and so on. I read an obituary recently about a church member whose
friend wrote the article and said the deceased loved martinis.

Like I said, you can learn a lot about a person by what consumes their time
here on earth. My late mentor, Dr. Steven F. Olford, used to quote, “Only one life,
‘twill soon be past. Only what’s done for Christ will last.”

What will they write about in your obituary? That you were a success in life,
but a failure for God? As blood-bought, born-again believers, shouldn’t we be
consumed with things of eternal worth? Should our model be eat, drink, and be
merry, and live for today for tomorrow we die? Or should our motto be as
believers, “Only one life, ‘twill soon be past. Only what’s done for Christ will
last”?

And as I lie dying, how good it shall be, if the lamp of my life has been burned
out for thee.

But, I repeat, only a heaven-sent revival will save America from ruin. These
are, indeed, the end times. Do you believe that? And the end is drawing closer and
closer every day. We are living in the day and the spirit of antichrist right now.
Our society grows darker and darker with each new day. You’d better forget about
your theory of relax and be raptured. I believe in the rapture of the church, but I
believe the American church is going to go through fire and persecution before
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Christ comes again. Persecution is on the way to America and it is right around the
corner. The chaff will be separated from the wheat.

But there is hope of revival for America. The Word of God gives us a pathway
to revival. It is found in 2 Chronicles, chapter 7 and verse 14: “If my people, which
are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and
turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their
sin, and will heal their land.”

Let me ask you a question. Does our land need healing? Let me ask you the
next question. Are you willing to pay the price for revival and really do what this
verse says and get serious with God and humble yourselves before Him, pray and
seek His face in these dark days? And are you willing to do the last part of this
verse which God requires from us? And that is to turn from your wicked ways?
Are you willing to repent of your sins and come clean with God not only for your
sake and the sake of your family, but for the sake of our nation? For the nation is
merely the reflection of its people. America used to be a God-fearing nation
because the Christians used to fear God and live holy lives toward Him. We are to
be salt, the Bible says. You see, salt is a preservative. We are to be a preservative
from evil for this nation to do good for the glory of God.

Listen, friends. God promises us in His Word, “Return unto me, and I will
return unto you” (Malachi 3:7). Are we willing to do it with a sincere heart? The
passage in 2 Chronicles mentions duties on our part that we must do to gain the ear
of the Almighty. [ believe the average church member is willing to do the first two
aspects of this text, humble themselves and pray. But very few are willing to
comply with the most solemn aspect of this text, and that is repent and turn from
their wicked ways.

Listen to me. God will not move one inch until we comply with His demand
of repentance on our part. If we humbly seek His face in prayer-and supplication
and turn from our wicked ways, He then promises to do two big things for us, hear
and heal. This is an if/then proposition in Scripture. If the people of God will do
such and such, then God will do such and such. God says that if my people do these
things, then I will hear their prayers and heal their land.

You see, there was revival in the days of Hezekiah because he complied with
the precepts of 2 Chronicles 7:14. King Hezekiah gathered his religious leaders
together and told them: “Hear me, ye Levites, sanctify now yourselves, and sanctify
the house of the LORD God of your fathers, and carry forth the filthiness out of
the holy place” (2 Chronicles 29:5).
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