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INTRODUCTION

[This work was prepared for the 2022
Dean Burgon Society Bible Conference.]

GREETINGS

Greetings in the Name of the Lord Jesus
Christ! Isn’t it a great privilege that we are
able to say that in truth! No question mark is
placed after that last sentence as it was not a
question; it is, rather, a statement of glorious
truth!

You know, of course, why we end our
prayers with ‘the phrase “In the Name of
Jesus.” It isn’t using His Name as a talisman;
it is because by invoking His Name in such a
manner we are making the claim that we
believe we are speaking things that are in His
Will and Purposes.

THROUGH A GLASS DARKLY

Do you understand why the world at
large is unable to make that greeting in
truth? They do not know Him in His Biblical
fulness. They have no experiential knowledge
of His will and His fulness. They do not know
Him in the power, glory and position as Savior,
not just of the World but also of their own
eternal and un- redeemed soul.
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The world speaks of translations made
so that the unsaved will desire to read those
words of God. Folks, the unsaved are not
going to read the Words of Scripture as those
Words, which are accurately the holy words of
The (exclusive and ultimately glorious, God.
He is not “a god” of just anything as He is The
God of Reality and Creation.)...He is The God
of True Scripture.

Sin separates the unregenerate from
the ultimate pureness of God. That reality of
sin separates the lost sinner from the Words
of Life. They may well read even the True
Words of Scripture. But they read those
Words with the hope of pacifying a god of
wrath rather than praising The God of Grace
and Mercy.

We may well see "through a glass
darkly” at times. But we can always see
through a glass that is illuminated by the work
of the Holy Spirit of The God Who loves us and
dwells within us as adopted children of His. 1
think to Revelation 13:8 when I consider the
Cross of Christ. “And all that dwell upon the
earth, whose names are not written in the
book of life of the Lamb slain from the
foundation of the world.”

Notice the scope of that one verse. It
ranges from pre-creation of the earth where
Jesus, looking down throughout the history of
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creation, saw the sin of man. The only
remedy for this Satan inspired, but mankind
implemented, situation involved the events of
Calvary; creation continued with that reality
fully understood.

Can we even begin to understand the
ultimate love of God? That love was never
based upon what we may have done. Indeed,
what we did only served to make spiritual
necessity of that which Jesus experienced at
Calvary - the pain, the degradation, the
humiliation of a brutal physical death before
His mortal enemies. Calvary was the natural
outgrowth of what we had really done. Can
any of us really say “natural outgrowth”
without considering the depth of His love and
mercy?!

JACOB’S TROUBLE

That verse continues up until the time of
the Great Tribulation, the Time - Jeremiah
30:7 - of Jacob’s Trouble. Even at that late
point in the history of this planet, there are
still people who will scoff at Jesus and give
their  worship to the Beast and
Antichrist. People who are gripped in sin will
not follow the Savior! Nor will they be willing
to accept the True Words of God without a
miracle of grace wherein the Holy Spirit of God
allows His Words to invade the domain of
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Satan and allow the real Words of the Real
Scripture to begin to melt those sin-encrusted
hearts and allow the message of the gospel to
lead them from dry religion into a saving
relationship with the Master of our souls, the
Lord Jesus Christ.

WHY THE POWERLESS CHURCH?

Why is the church, as an institution,
seen as so powerless in this day? Part of this
is, of course, that Satan continues his own
nefarious work among the culture of the
day. But Satan is powerless against the Power
of God. We, even of so many of the
fundamentalists, have departed from the
Words of God and lusted after the words of
man in the errant translations of the critical
text. Our abandonment of the powerful
Words of God has removed much of the power
of our witness into the world. Our rejection of
the true inspired and preserved Words of God,
as evidence of our trust in HIM, and His power
to preserve, has robbed us of the Words of
Life.

More than just this, we have not utilized
the Power of God by a holy reliance upon the
Holy Spirit of God. Oh, the charismatic crowd
has misrepresented the Spirit as they seem to
make Him a veritable plaything of a magic
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