tudy to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of
truth. (2 Timothy 2:15)

he pastor, evangelist, Bible teacher, or simply a Christian

who desires to know and serve the Lord better, can greatly
benefit from being able to correctly interpret the Bible and
then apply it in their lives and the lives of others. No one can
apply God’s word unless they know it and that begins with
an accurate interpretation. God cannot bless His word that
is incorrectly interpreted which makes biblica! interpretation
vital. He has not left us in the dark as to how to interpret His
word. The Lord explains “Knowing this first, that no prophecy
of the scripture is of any private interpretation.” (2 Peter 1:20)
Our Creator has given us a precise method that anvone can
apply with a little understanding and effort.

he purpose of this book is to take the mystery out

of interpreting the Bible and show God’s method of
interpretation. By applying God’s principles of interpretation,
a person develops the skills needed to rightly know what God
has said. This is letting God interpret His revelation to us.

Biblical Principles of Biblical Interpretation has been usedin
several schools and colleges in their Biblical Interpretation
courses.

and apply.

It is written on a level that anyone can understand
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INTRODUCTION

Biblical Principles for
Interpreting God’s Word

It is apparent from all the contradictory

®t?chings of the many denominations and cults of

ristendom, that they all cannot God'’s word. “For
not the author of confusion, but of peace,

as urches of the saints.” (1 Corinthians
14:3) @o as to what God has truly said is

the work ofg8atan. The verse tells us God, He
seeks “peaee” | the churches. That peace
comes from k g God true word in its purity
without distortion? This book seeks to dispel the
confusion caused by a false interpretation as the
result of ignorance of the principles God has given
us to know without question ord and then
apply it in our lives.

For the most part, each clai e the Bible
as the source of their teachings which isCoRfusing
to anyone who wants to know
Knowing God’s pure revelation, it's Vi
salvation and living God’s will for the believe

For example, most biblical churches, teagh
that salvation is by one's faith through God's grace
apart from works. However, some churches

emphatically teach that good works and religious
rituals such as baptism is necessary for salvation.




BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES & INTERPRETING GOD’S WORD

Both may claim the Bible as the source of their
belief. Roman Catholics and most Protestants
practice baptism by sprinkling, whereas Baptists
baptize by immersion. The Roman Catholic
urch teaches it is the only true church, and that
er was the first pope based on their
tation of Matthew 16:18. No one else
tholicism accepts this interpretation.

"Christian" cults such as the
sses use the Bible to deny the
deity of Jésu ist, the existence of Hell, and
most carnal dém of the Christian faith. The
Mormons, anot t,use a false interpretation
of verses such as\1 Corinthians 15:29 as the

source for their practice of baptisms for the dead.
They believe that God was once a mortal man

who became a god, is married andga polygamist,

and was exalted to become the arth. They
believe if they are worthy, meaning, faitipto their
church’s teachings, and live the Moﬁn? el,

plus do enough good works they too c @Swe

gods and have their own world to rule. In%si

terms they believe they can earn godhood 0

have a world of their own to rule. Although th

now call themselves Christians, in the not so
distant past, they were offended at the name,
wherein now they are identifying themselves as
Christians. No one else accepts their beliefs or
interpretations. Seventh Day Adventists and

10
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several other churches have their church services
on Saturday, the Jewish "Sabbath Day." They
teach this based on their understanding of the
Bible's instruction in the Old Testament concerning

the Jewish Sabbath. They and others ignore
®Exodus 31:12-17 that specifically states the

Yervance of the Sabbath was given by God to
e #lsraelites. It was not given to be an
e for Christians in this age. Pentecostal

chur modern Charismatic, and emergent
church®m nt teach and practice speaking in
"tongues" and migacle healings are valid gifts of
the Holy Spiri . All fundamentalists and
biblical Christiam\based on the plain teachings of

(1 Corinthians 12-14) strongly reject these false
teachings.

There are also others who 4n the past were
sound Bible believing church@ now rejecting

God’s word and patterning their ches after

such worldly things a so-calle& i rock

music, false translations, unbiblical p@s. At

the heart of these modern trends, tha

away from God’s word is often a fals&, o

contrived interpretation of the Bible. &
It is easy to see that the many different se

of "Christendom" wuse the Bible to prove

contradictory teachings. Paul Lee Tan, in his book

Literal Interpretation of the Bible says, “Apparently
the Bible can be made to prove almost anything.”

11
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May | add that Tan’s statement is only true when
correct principles of biblical interpretation are
ignored and violated. Considering all the
contradictions in the various teachings, all

posedly based on the Bible, one must ask the

stion, "Who is right?” Surely, God is not

g, for example, that one is saved by

ear vation by good works and also teaching
m

I

a by God's Grace without works. God
says, &ace are ye saved through faith;
and that not selves: it is the gift of God: Not
of works, lest { mag should boast.” (Ephesians
2:8-9) There is biguous in the words or
structure of the verges. God plainly states works
do not save and that salvation by God’s grace
through faith is a gift. Gifts are not earned.

God cannot contradict Himself can He lie.
The question is then can truth be
determined with absolute certainty? Hapngifig in the
balance is the knowledge of God’sﬁ the
eternal destiny of every soul on earth.

Where is the problem in determini
what is God’s true word? 0
God says in 1 Corinthians 14:33, He, “God, is
not the author of confusion.” Therefore, the
problem is not with God, but with finite men who

for various reasons misused His word knowingly
or negligently. Clearly, men have taken great

12
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S

latitude in interpreting what the Bible says. It
should be obvious that God did not give us His
written word to be a source of confusion or
contention. God gave us His word in written form,
whereby it would be available, studied, and
examined so that everyone could know His truth.
her, He wrote it in such a way as to be clear
dgot be complicated nor misleading. He said in
»20, “Knowing this first, that no prophecy

of re is of any private interpretation.”
The word ated “interpretation” is only found
in this on@s in the Bible and means “an
explanation.™T, e, private interpretations or
private explanatigns meant that what the prophets
wrote did not originate with them, but rather as
verse 21 confirms, they wrote God’s very words as

God intended.
“For the prophecy cam%@o/d time

by the will of man: but h n of
God spake as they were move
Holy Ghost.” (2 Peter 1:21)

This is the first principle of interpretin@
written word. That simply means that n
person, church or group has the exclus
interpretation of God's word. The Scriptures can
accurately be understood by all. Any of those who

teach or preach are only correct in their
interpretation when it is based on sound biblical

13
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principles of interpretation. This answers several
important questions. First, can we absolutely know
what is God’s truth? Second, “What teacher or
church is right?” The answer is that the ones who

right are the ones who correctly interpret God's
&d. More will be said about this through the
o) er, the problem is that sinful and fallible

me ighored what the Bible literally says and

stated “think” it says, gave their opinion,
what it m&an hem, or what fit their agenda.
Some have hésed fReir interpretation on false

information roo lack of scholarship in
studying the Bib Clearly, this is not an
acceptable hermeneutic,? which refers to the
science of interpretation. Scripture is not what we

think it says or what it means to us, but rather
literally, what God plainly statedéher words,
truth is what God literally said and me hen He
communicated His word in a knowrﬁ to
those, whom He chose to record it. Go c@e
correct words, placing them in the
grammatical order to convey what He wante@, t
reveal. Sadly, ignoring this basic truth of how Go 0
communicated His revelation to us has caused
great confusion and division among those seeking
to know the Lord and His truth. The tragedy is that

it need not be so! Eternal life and heaven are only
for those who accept and believe God’s truth,

14
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accepting Jesus Christ as their Savior.

All this confusion is not caused by God. It
would make no sense for God to give us His
written word if we could not clearly and accurately
know the truth it teaches. That would mean that

®God authored confusion, which He absolutely
ies. It would also mean that a man could not
ow what is right or wrong concerning God.
tally not acceptable, as God is perfect
i t. He does not make mistakes.
e: When a person applies for a
driver’s licedse, t are given a manual to study.
The manua in$ the necessary instructions
for one to pasS$ysuccessfully a written exam. It
clearly states the laws that govern driving a
vehicle safely using correct grammar, spelling, and

definitions of words. Suppose yau,ignore what the
manual states and on you, answer the

questions with your opinion or wh think the

answer should or would like it &J ur test

would be graded by the examiner, @u the

law as stated in the manual, and if you di

the proper answers from the manual, yoGwoul

fail the exam and not get a license. Sy
God’s word is no different. The Bible w

written in the language of men and can be easily

understood if we follow the proper rules of

language. Nothing is cryptic in the way that God
inspired what He wanted to reveal. It is not

15
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complicated and in fact written very simply that all
men can understand it correctly if they wish to.
God states in Romans 10:17,

“So then faith cometh by hearing, and

0 hearing by the word of God.”
s statement would mean nothing if we

ﬁ understand the written word. The
questiop that begs an answer is how can a man
have f comes from hearing the word of

God, if h bsolutely know what that word
is? God madefth t men would be able to read
and understandNjlisslyord in order to be saved and
live for Him.
God plainly states,
“All scripture is given by inspiration of
God, and is profitable for doclfige, for
reproof, for correction, for ir@m in
righteousness: That the man o
may be perfect, thoroughly furnis
unto all good works.” (2 Tim. 3:16- 7@
If we cannot accurately know what God’s \@
is then how can a man accept that the Bible is “N,.
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction,
for instruction in righteousness: That the man of

God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all
good works.”

16
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The answer is plain, we can know and those
who correctly apply the rules of language and
interpretation know they are following the Lord in
truth. The Lord Jesus Himself said in John 8:32

“And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall
®make you free.” God's word, properly interpreted,
s us from the lies and distortions of Satan who
to distort and confuse the understanding of

d. A belief in God's word overcomes not

m death, but also false doctrine that
enslavés and separates him from God.

John proglaims that the Word is Jesus
Christ. “In t inming was the Word, and the
Word was wit od, and the Word was God.”
(John 1:1) Verse 14 of John 1 plainly interprets for
us who the Word is. “And the Word was made
flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his
glory, the glory as of the gotten of the

Father,) full of grace and truth.” (Jo 14)

This passage says plainly ta& is the
Word. They are one and the same. @rrupt,
misinterpret, misuse, ignore or pervert f
God, it is a personal attack on the Lord Jesus. H i
calling Him a liar and that the false interpre @
presenting the truth. It is a rejection of the Lo
Himself in that degrades Him. This should be a
stern warning to those who misuse God’s Word.

The “Word of God” is Jesus Christ.
Note 1 Chronicles 17:3:

17
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“And it came to pass the same night,
that the word of God came to Nathan,
saying,” (1 Chronicles 17:3)

The “word” was a preincarnate appearance of

us Christ.
Further, God says in Proverbs 30:4-5:
4 ho hath ascended up into heaven,
descended? who hath gathered the

( ﬁ fists? who hath bound the
waters garment? who hath
establis{:ﬂ e ends of the earth?
what is h e,‘and what is his son's
name, if thobncahst tell? Every word of

God is pure: he is a shield unto them
that put their trust in him.” (Proverbs

30:4-5)
Did you note in verse 4 God@g pronouns
referring the word as a Person? Wh is the
answer to the questions in verse 4% 5

explains...” every word of God” the Lord Je&s

The Proper Method of Interpretation@
God’s Word is the Christian Mandate 0
The great need today, then, in determining
what the Bible really teaches, is to determine the
correct and biblical method of interpretation. If the

Bible is the Word of God and God's revelation to
man, then surely God would give us a way to

18
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discern accurately what He meant. For God not to
give us a way to interpret the Bible is to leave the
interpretation of Scripture to human wisdom that is
at best faulty. To have the interpretation of
®scripture rest on man's wisdom is to have “flesh”

interpreting that which is spiritual.
The word “interpretation” means to arrive at
ginal meaning the writer intended when he
e words. The original meaning the

application eqpassage. A faulty interpretation
will produce pplication and therefore it is
vital to interpret®¢orrectly the Scriptures. Here lies
the problem. As stated earlier, many have for
various reasons misinterpreted God's word and

caused confusion.
Some out of ignoranch erroneous

doctrines. Others, who claim to tea od's word,
are dishonest and use the Bible for thei rsonal
gain. (See Titus 1:11) Their purp s@ot to
teach truth, but rather to manipulate it

and influence men for their sinful purposeS§,whi
involves money and personal recognition. @
false teachers deceive many people, but_not tho

who make the effort to know correctly, what God
has said. It is my belief that the leaders of false

churches and cults know they are in error, but
realize the truth would destroy their churches or

aut &ed is the interpretation and must be
found bef (zu can understand, and make the
th

19
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groups, and they would lose power, influence, and
the money that they receive. False doctrine is very
profitable.
Often, we hear the platitude that we must not
@major on the minors,” which is saying that part of
& Word of God is not as important as other
It implies we do not need to emphasize all
the Scrigtures, just the major or important parts. A

pre j preach not only the Gospel, but the
all of the God. (Acts 20:27)
This é&sp the idea that if a preacher,

church, or de teaches the semblance of
salvation by gra efv though it also has many
false teachings, isNgkay because it teaches the
Gospel. This is a false assumption. All of what
God has said is inspired is by Him. (2 Timothy
3:16-17). To leave out any p makes it
incomplete and mixes God’s t th error it
becomes corrupt and not His truth. ld God
approve if a person never committeﬁ' [
but only sins that might be humanly co

minor or less important sin? In God’s eye
He not condemn all sin? A believer is to a
and live by all of God’s word, not just some pa 0
he thinks is more important than other parts. God

is the Judge of what sin is and what is not.
Further, all of God’s word is rightly fitted together.
If we do not major on living all of God’s word, then
are we not sinning when we ignore the parts, we

20
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might consider less important. Once a respected
mission board president pressed me to accept a
practice that violated the autonomy of the local
church. When it was pointed out what the New
Testament plainly taught on the matter, he tried to
®defend this practice saying “God has given us
at latitude in this matter.” | then asked him to
ide the chapter and verse in the Bible that his
based on and, of course, he could not.

unbiblical itiongn God word and His plan for a
local church. to'separate from that group.
Another falSe concept purports that we really
cannot be sure about what the Scripture teaches,
but rather what is in one’s heart, how we feel

about it, or what do we thinkgit means to us.
Scripture has only one interpg % . That is what

the verse or passage literall tes. The
interpretation is not subject to whﬁY ight think
it means, but what it literally st e@h is
determined by applying sound he ieal
principles. For example, some would say #is "o
important whether a church baptizes by imme sgp
or sprinkling as it should be left up to one's he

or preference to decide. In other words, the mode

of baptism, though clearly proclaimed in the New

Testament by the use of the word meaning to
immerse, is not important. The word in the New

mlanter, establishing biblical churches,
| could O;{ part of a mission that had such an
i

21
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Testament is “baptizo” and means to immerse in
water. It does not mean to sprinkle water on
someone’s head. We often hear that how a person
is baptized, regardless of how it is done. It is only

ortant that they submitted to baptism. This idea
ﬁcludes the specific details of God's word are

ifportant and the specific use of the word of
Gogls bitrary. It does not seem to matter to
thos have no biblical standard of
interpretatio at baptism other than by
immersior”is riptural baptism, nor what God
instituted to %&i ral baptism. It in fact is
disobeying God.

The truth is inthe details. First, God inspired

the New Testament writing to use the word
meaning to immerse. Further, baptism by

immersion symbolizes the deatha, burial and
resurrection of Jesus Christ an@kling does
not. (See Rom. 6:1-6) God says baptisais to be
by immersion and if we obey, His wﬁ ust
be immersed. So why would a man @h
disregard what God has said and still i
believe in Him or be operating with His approval*
If they truly believed God, would they not respe 0
fear Him, and obey what He says. Jesus said “And

why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things

which | say?” (Luke 6:46) Where in God’s word

does, He tells us that His instructions are up for
arbitration?

22
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Do the details and specific instructions of the
Bible really matter to God? The only place to find
the answer is to ask God Himself and the only
non-subjective place to seek the answer is His
®written word. Therefore, to resolve the matter and

find what God wants we must determine what

£ E24

S saith the Lord”, because God is the only
ity. He is our Creator and it is His word! We

ect Him and obey Him. This makes it
par Aat one is able to interpret the Bible

and déeter {'ts absolute meaning because that

is what God'said. dt is a cunning trick of the Devil,
that has cohvi ome men that we cannot
know accuratelyzNGod's truth.

The Grammatical-Historical Method of

Interpretatio

Again, the problem toda&, that God did
not give us a method of interpretgy God gave
us a method, but many men and chr, have
refused to use it, or not been diligent'i
The method that God gave is the literal
what is called the Grammatical-Historical Megth
The Grammatical-Historical method inter| r@
Scripture by taking into consideration the conte
of a passage, the grammatical uses of the words,
and the historical setting in which they were

written. The literal method, therefore, ‘lets
Scripture interpret Scripture.” It is not a new

23
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method in any sense of the word, and is the only
method in which the Scriptures interpret the
Scriptures which means God is the Interpreter.
Surely, God is best qualified to tell us what He
ans and the literal method is letting God
&rpret what He has said. The Bible is the
te word of God to man. Being His complete
revelati it addresses directly or in principle,
eve t man encounters in life. Revelation
22:18- an is not to add to or subtract
from the Wo God, the Bible. In 2 Timothy,
clearly God tes inspired the Bible. The
verses tell us N Al scripture is given by
inspiration of God, agd is profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness: That the man of God may be

perfect, throughly furnished unto allsggood works.”
(2 Timothy 3:16-17) When God Jdreathed” on the

writers of Scripture, He superintende at they
wrote, and they literally produced th of
God, completely, accurately, without error. d

explains this saying,

‘Knowing this first, that no prophecy of
the scripture is of any private 0
interpretation. For the prophecy came
not in old time by the will of man: but holy

men of God spake as they were moved
by the Holy Ghost.” (2 Peter 1:20-21)

3
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This is called the doctrine of “verbal plenary
inspiration,” meaning God chose each word for its
specific meaning. He verbally (orally), plenary
(fully) inspired the recording of His written word.
God supernaturally inspired or superintended the

®writers to use each word because that word

veyed a certain and particular meaning. The
God inspired were given to communicate a
icseaning to those who read it. This means
that'i what is the correct meaning of each

word, ¢on {'g its context, normal and customary

usage at th€ timegit was used, we can know the
correct inte The interpretation is the
meaning God wagted His words to convey.

It is the purpose of the book to show that we can
accurately properly and know what is God's word.

The confusion in understanding @od's word is the
result of unlearned and/or uns en, and some

who are dishonest, mishandling th rd of God.
This does not mean one has to b olar or
expert to understand and properly kn

but it means that anyone can learn t
simple and proper biblical principles of inter,

and accurately understand what God has wp
Anyone can discern what is right and wrong a
distinguish false teachings from God's truth. He can
positively know if what his church or teacher is

presenting is God's word or the word of man. It is
certainly not the mystery that so many try to make it

25
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out to be. It is therefore the responsibility of every
person who claims the name of Christ to know what
‘thus saith the Lord” that he not be misled.

Let us then look at eleven principles of literal

inferpretation that lets the Scriptures interpret
ipture. When we say let Scripture interpret

)?re, we are saying, let God interpret His Word
for Us. Z/

26
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