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knew exactly who I needed for parents! I love you!! 
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The Gooden Family 
Mr. Gooden – Father and husband, he also pastors a small church and has a burden to raise his 
children so they will serve the Lord.  

 

Mrs. Gooden – A very loving wife and devoted mother of five. She keeps the household moving 
smoothly and often stays home with the children while her pastor husband takes mission trips. 

 

Beth – The oldest child. Beth is 16 and very sensitive to others´ feelings. She is an obedient 
daughter and works hard to help her mother with household chores and the younger children, 
especially Joanna. 

 

Sue – The second daughter, Sue is the one who keeps the family laughing.  She is 14 years old 
and quite a tomboy. Her best friend is her sister Beth. 

 

Paul – The middle child and oldest son, at 12 years old, Paul carries the load of helping his Dad 
with the outside chores.  He has a giving heart and works hard to help others. 
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Joanna – The youngest daughter of the Gooden children. She is an inquisitive, animated young 
lady who looks much older than her 9 years. 

 

Tommy – The youngest of the Gooden children. He is an active 6 year old who enjoys sports and 
is mischievous but has a soft heart. 
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Chapter 1 

The Gooden Family Learns About the Deaf 
“Joanna, telephone!” Mrs. Gooden called. 

Joanna bounded into the kitchen excited to have someone call her. She took the phone with 
wide eyes and a huge smile. 

“Hello…yes, it is. Yes, I remember…ok…really? Wow! Thank you so much! ... I understand…two 
weeks…yes…I will do my best…ok…thank you so much for the 
opportunity! ... right, ok, bye bye!” 

As Joanna hung up the phone she jumped up and down and 
squealed with delight. Mrs. Gooden waited patiently for her to 
explain what had just happened. 

“Mom! I can´t believe it!! I was chosen to write an article for the 
children´s section of the newspaper. Can you believe it? Oh 
my…what topic should I choose? I want to learn about so many 
things…it is so hard to pick just one.” 

“Well dear, you can certainly learn new things whether you write an 
article about them or not. But I have an idea for you. Do you 
remember last week when we were at Tommy´s game and we saw 
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those deaf people talking to each other? You seemed intrigued with that, why don´t we do some 
research and see if you can talk to someone who can hear, but knows sign language?” Mrs. 
Gooden said. 

“Great idea, Mom. I will do that as soon as I finish vacuuming.” 

Before long Joanna was typing away on the computer, trying to find information about the deaf. 
She found one site that showed the hand positions for the letters of the alphabet, and began 
trying to do each one.  She also found many videos that people had posted explaining how to 
communicate with the deaf. But what she really wanted was to talk to someone and ask some 
questions. She decided to search the web to see if any nearby churches had ministries to the 
deaf. Right away she found a church which did and made a phone call to get more information.  
She left her phone number and asked the secretary to pass it on to the person involved in the 
deaf ministry.   

A few days later the phone rang and once again someone wanted to talk to Joanna. It was Mrs. 
Patty, the lady who worked in her church´s deaf ministry and she agreed to meet Joanna at a 
nearby park so they could talk about the deaf.  Joanna was so excited. She bounced around the 
house, doing her chores and her research until it was time to go to the park for the interview. 

“Mrs. Patty,” Joanna began, “what made you want to learn sign language? It must be hard to 
learn a new language.” 

“Well, as a child I knew there were deaf people in the world, but I didn´t know any so I didn´t 
really think about how they would communicate. And then, when my daughter was in school she 
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studied about sign language and I became a little more interested. Then, one day in church the 
Pastor was preaching from Mark 16:15 and he really emphasized the word every. ‘Go ye into all 
the world and preach the gospel to every creature.’  And that made me think of the deaf people. 
Who was telling them about the gospel? I knew that there were deaf people in our city and that 
it was our responsibility to tell them about Jesus. So, I went to college and learned how to sign. 

Now I interpret the messages at church.”  

“Oh my, that is so neat. I never thought about that before. 
And you can explain to someone that can´t hear anything how 
they can go to heaven?” Joanna inquired. 

“I sure can. It is the greatest privilege I have, to be able to 
share about Jesus,” Mrs. Patty replied. 

“Well, that would take a long time to learn, but would you 
please teach me how to do a few signs?” Joanna continued. 

“Sure. To say hello you can either wave or do a salute. The 
salute is the more formal way to greet someone.” 

Joanna tried the sign both ways. 

“If you want to ask how are you? you cup your hand with the thumb sticking up, start at the level 
of your chest and roll it out and then point at the person. The hand position for the word how is 
called the ‘5 hand shape bent’. Do you want to try that?” 
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This sign was a bit harder, but soon Joanna was able to do it. 

“And then if you want to say goodbye you can just wave like a little child,” Mrs. Patty finished. 

Joanna practiced each sign several times before thanking Mrs. Patty for taking the time to chat 
with her. 

“Thank you for meeting me and helping me today. I will be praying for you, that God will help 
you share the gospel with many deaf people,” Joanna said. “And, who knows, maybe some day I 
will be a missionary, and learn a new language so I can tell others about Jesus, too.” 

SAMPLE PAGES 


	979-8-9866583-1-5_cov-FRONT-ColorPF
	Sample-Pages-RReno-Gooden Family
	979-8-9866583-1-5_txt_Part1
	979-8-9866583-1-5_txt_Part2
	979-8-9866583-1-5_txt_Part3
	979-8-9866583-1-5_txt_Part4
	979-8-9866583-1-5_txt_Part5
	979-8-9866583-1-5_txt_Part6




