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WORD FROM THE AUTHOR
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So why a book about “Eternal Security”? Aren’t there
plenty, one might ask, or is this another Calvinism vs.
Armenian book? My answer comes both as a pastor and,
hopefully, a balanced Biblicist opposed to both Calvinism
and Armenianism extremes.
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In fact, both sides in years gone by have referred to the
issue as “Assurance of Salvation.” For the Calvinist,
assurance is reached by rising to a level of spirituality.
One then recognizes that you are preserved by the grace,
provisions of the Lord’s enablement apart from your
works. However, your works must prove it. This, of
course, is part of their view of predestination and
regeneration. For the Armenian, one is also preserved by
grace and some human efforts, which one could sin or
backslide enough and lose. This then is the evidence of
unbelief or fallen grace.
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As a pastor, the following can be seen by those who
struggle with the concept of eternal security or full
assurance. First, there is a level of joy and peace never
fully realized. Second, there is the insecure life with a
level of constant fear or guilt. It is like a child on a bike
being chased by an angry dog. You are always looking
over your shoulder to see if some sin, failure, or
imperfection is going to catch you. You must keep
peddling harder. Finally, there is the unconscious doubt
that surfaces. The “am I good enough for God; am I
doing enough for God; am I pleasing God enough?” Oh,
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the emptiness and misunderstanding of His unmovable
love which escapes the doubter!
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The issue of being Forever Forgiven, Forever Secure,
“Forever His” is paramount to “growing in grace and in
the knowledge of Jesus Christ” 2 Peter 3:18. It is much
deeper than accepting a propositional theological truth
concerning one’s salvation. It is more than being a
separated (sanctified) believer. Your personal eternal
security is the groundwork for a relationship with Christ,
our husband, that is the wellspring of an overflowing
abundant life. It becomes the joy of liberation in Christ.
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So, let us consider the why and the benefits of being
“Forever His”.
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CHAPTER 1: WHO POSSESSES MY SALVATION
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1 Corinthians 6:19-20 What? know ye not that your body
is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye
have of God, and ye are not your own? For ye are bought
with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in
your spirit, which are God's.
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The number one question I must ask myself is who
possesses my salvation? To put it another way, who
owns, controls, or keeps my salvation? Do I keep my
salvation? Or is it a co-equal partnership? Or does the
Lord keep my salvation? Is Jesus the author (originator)
and finisher of my faith?
Hebrews 12:2 Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher
of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at
the right hand of the throne of God.

PA

If my saving faith originates and ends with Him, so must
all of it in between. If my works can’t save or take me to
heaven by their merit, then neither can my works of
righteousness.

GE

Titus 3:5 “Not by works of righteousness which we have
done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the
washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy
Ghost;”

Any moral righteous work I do is either a work of me
yielding to the Holy Spirit working in me to will and do
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So why a book about "Eternal Security"? Aren't there plenty,
one might ask, or is this another Calvinism vs. Armenian book? My
answer comes both as a pastor and, hopefully, a balanced Biblicist
opposed to both Calvinism and Armenianism extremes.
In fact, both sides in years gone by have referred to the issue
as "Assurance of Salvation." For the Calvinist, assurance is reached
by rising to a level of spirituality. One then recognizes that you are
preserved by the grace, provisions of the Lord's enablement apart from
your works. However, your works must prove it. This, of course, is part
of their view of predestination and regeneration. For the Armenian,
one is also preserved by grace and some human efforts, which one could
sin or backslide enough and lose. This then is the evidence of unbelief
or fallen grace.
As a pastor, the following can be seen by those who struggle
with the concept of eternal security or full assurance. First, there is a
level of joy and peace never fully realized. Second, there is the insecure
life with a level of constant fear or guilt. It is like a child on a bike being
chased by an angry dog. You are always looking over your shoulder to
see if some sin, failure, or imperfection is going to catch you.
The issue of being Forever Forgiven, Forever Secure, "Forever
His" is paramount to "growing in grace and in the knowledge of Jesus
Christ" 2 Peter 3:18. It is much deeper than accepting a propositional
theological truth concerning one's salvation. It is more than being a
separated (sanctified) believer. Your personal eternal security is the
groundwork for a relationship with Christ, our husband, that is the
wellspring of an overflowing abundant life. It becomes the joy of
liberation in Christ.
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