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FOREWORD

SA

It is a great honor to be asked to write the foreword to these outlines
and notes on the Book of Revelation, by Rev. Guy Lee. A man who
though small in physical stature, has stood tall in the ministry of Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ.

M

PL

Guy answered the Lord’s call to preach the Gospel in the year 1950
and began his ministry during the time when tent revivals were going
strong. He has served as a full time Evangelist, then part time Pastor
and finally full time Pastor, serving some fourteen (14) Churches.

E

Guy’s many experiences over the years, coupled with his godly
wisdom and compassion, led him into a unique ministry of being a
“spiritual father” to multitudes of young preachers starting their
ministries, including myself. He has truly been a Paul to many
Timothys, unselfishly sharing his pulpit, providing opportunities to
preach, helping in selecting good Bible commentaries, sermon
resources and sermon preparation, or offering guidance, or just a
word of encouragement and prayer.
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His love for serious, in depth Bible study is revealed in his expository
style of preaching and teaching, and in the tremendous library of
Bible commentaries and reference works, he has acquired over the
years.

–

GE

These outlines and notes are the result of Guy having preached and
taught the Book of Revelation numerous times, in many Churches.
They are distinctly fundamental, conservative, pre-tribulational, and
pre-millennial. I know they will be a valuable study tool for preachers,
Sunday School teachers and laymen also, and will greatly help in
grasping the big picture of the prophecies of this blessed book. May
God give this labor the circulation it deserves.
Rev. Rex Chosewood
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INTRODUCTION
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It has been my joy to deliver messages on the book of Revelation of
Jesus Christ to many Churches. I always receive a great blessing
from the fresh study of this closing portion of God’s Word. Likewise,
everyone who has studied this book has received a great blessing.
That is a promise in this great book from God.
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For many years, I have been asked by many of my friends and family
to write down the messages and insight that God has given me of the
book of Revelation. These outlines and studies are the things that
God has helped me to understand in the study of Revelation. I am
also indebted to those who have labored in the study of the book of
Revelation before me.
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I pray that this book will please the Lord and that He will use it for the
edification of everyone that reads it and that it will be used to His
honor and glory. The last prayer of Revelation is also my prayer,
“The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.”
– Guy Lee
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Revelation – Chapter 1

SA

Revelation means unveiling, to take off the cover, or to reveal.

The Things Which Thou Hast Seen

M
I.

THE THEME – vs. 1-2

“THE Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave
unto Him, to shew unto His servants things which
must shortly come to pass; and He sent and
signified it by his angel unto His servant John:” vs. 1
The Revelation of Jesus Christ which God gave to
Him
1.
God gave the Revelation to Christ
2.
Christ in turn gave it to His angel
3.
The angel communicated it to John
4.
John then recorded what he received for the
enlightenment of believers (his servants). The
word “shortly” means rapidity of execution
when action once begins. “Servant” means
bondslave.
The Testimony of John – vs. 2
1.
“Who bare record of the word of God, and
of the testimony of Jesus Christ, and of all
things that he saw.” – vs. 2
2.
The testimony of John is that he both “heard”
and “saw”. He “heard” the voices and “saw”
the visions of this book.
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THE TIME IS AT HAND – vs. 3
a.
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II.
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c.
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“Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the
words of this prophecy, and keep those things,
which are written therein: for the time is at hand.”
– vs. 3
1.
In verse one (1) we have the “Revelation”
2.
In verse two (2) we have the “Record”
8
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3.
In verse three (3) we have the “Reading”
“Blessed is he that readeth”
1.
Blessed means happy, well off, fortunate,
supremely blessed
2.
Blessing on:
• The one who reads it publicly
•
They that hear
• They that keep it’s sayings (“keep” means
to guard with care)
“Time is at hand”
1.
The word “time” denotes a space of time, a
season. It can be a short time as in Luke 4:5,
or a long time as in Luke 8:27. The statement
“the time is at hand” does not mean that all the
events in the Revelation were to come to pass
within a short space of time in John’s day. The
length of the season is not stated. It means
that their nearness should be kept in mind, as
if they are imminent as a reminder to be
prepared for what is to come.
2.
The fixed season is related to the time of
Christ’s second coming.
Although Christ
instructs people not to set dates concerning
His coming, He did warn them to be prepared
in Matthew 24:36, 42, and 44.

c.
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Salutation to the Churches

III.

a.

“JOHN to the seven churches which are in Asia:
Grace be unto you, and peace, from Him which is,
and which was, and which is to come; and from
the seven Spirits which are before His throne;” vs. 4
Some of these churches had trouble because they
disobeyed God. Others had trouble because of
persecution from the world.
1.
“Grace” is the source of our salvation.

S

b.
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THE TROUBLED CHURCHES – vs. 4, 11-20, &
Chapters 2 and 3
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“Peace” is the result of God’s grace
“Grace”, “Peace”, and mercy are from Him
“which is”, “which was”, and “which is to come”.
The Trinity Described – vs. 4
1.
“Which is” implies independent, unchangeable,
existence.
2.
“Which was” intimates God’s relation to the
past.
3.
“Which is to come” shows His connection to
the future.
“and from the seven Spirits which are before His
throne” – vs. 4
1.
Isaiah 11:2 “And the spirit of the LORD
shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom
and understanding, the spirit of counsel,
and might, the spirit of knowledge and of
the fear of the LORD:”
2.
Seven denotes fullness and completeness.
3.
The seven Spirits is a reference to the
sevenfold work of the Holy Spirit as revealed in
Isaiah 11:2 where He is called “the Spirit of the
Lord”, “the Spirit of Wisdom”, “the Spirit of
Understanding”, “the Spirit of Counsel”, “the
Spirit of Might”, “the Spirit of Knowledge”, and
“the Spirit of fear of the Lord”.
4.
The term “seven spirits” does not mean there
are seven Holy Spirits, but rather, it means the
seven ministries of the Holy Spirit.
5.
When our Lord returns to sit upon David’s
throne, the Spirit will rest upon Him in His
governmental office in exactly a sevenfold way.

d.
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IV.

THE SON’S SACRIFICIAL SUFFERING –
vs. 5
a.
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faithful

Christ’s
here on
failed to
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“And from Jesus Christ, who is the
witness, …” - vs. 5
1.
“The faithful witness” describes
relationship to God while He was
earth. As a true prophet, He never
declare the whole counsel of God.

REVELATION—CHAPTER 1

2.
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The word “witness” means someone who sees,
knows, and then speaks, and is a
characteristic word of John. He uses it over
seventy (70) times in his writings.
“… and the first begotten of the dead, …” - vs. 5
1.
Christ is both first-fruit and first-born of the
dead.
• As first-fruit, He is the first in time of the
coming harvest of those who sleep in
Jesus. See I Corinthians 15:20-23.
• As first-born, it signifies that He is first in
rank of all who will rise from the dead.
“… and the prince of the kings of the earth. …” vs. 5
1.
This refers to His future rule over the earth.
2.
Isaiah 9:7
“Of the increase of his
government and peace there shall be no
end, upon the throne of David, and upon his
kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with
judgment and with justice from henceforth
even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of
hosts will perform this.”
“Unto Him that loved us …” - vs. 5
1.
The present love
“… and washed us from our sins in His own
blood.” – vs. 5
1.
The past washing
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V.

THE SAINTS MINISTERING – vs. 6
a.
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b.

“And hath made us kings and priests unto God
and his Father; to Him be glory and dominion for
ever and ever. Amen.” – vs. 6
The Believer-Priest responsibility.
1.
To intercede on behalf of others
2.
To sympathize with his fellowman in their
infirmities
3.
To supply the help required in time of need
• If every Believer-Priest of today were
functioning, as they should, how different
the church would be.
11
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VI.

At the realization of all that He had done,
the cry rang out; “To Him be glory and
dominion for ever and ever. Amen.”

THE SECOND COMING – vs. 7
a.

PL

M

“Behold, He cometh with clouds; and every eye
shall see Him, and they also which pierced Him:
and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of
Him. Even so, Amen.” – vs. 7
1.
This is not a reference to the rapture of the
church, but to Christ’s second coming in
Revelation 19:11-20.
There are two (2) stages of Christ’s coming:
1.
He comes in the air for His saints
• John 14:3 “And if I go and prepare a
place for you, I will come again, and
receive you unto Myself; that where I
am, there ye may be also.”
• Philippians 3:20 “For our conversation
is in heaven; from whence also we look
for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ:”
• I Thessalonians 4:15-17 “ (15) For this
we say unto you by the word of the
Lord, that we which are alive and remain
unto the coming of the Lord shall not
prevent them which are asleep. (16)
For the Lord Himself shall descend from
heaven with a shout, with the voice of
the archangel, and with the trump of
God: and the dead in Christ shall rise
first: (17) Then we which are alive and
remain shall be caught up together with
them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in
the air: and so shall we ever be with the
Lord.”
• I Corinthians 15:23 “But every man in
his own order: Christ the first-fruits;
afterward they that are Christ’s at His
coming.”
2.
He comes back to the earth with His Saints

b.
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Revelation 19:11-16 “(11) And I saw
heaven opened, and behold a white
horse; and He that sat upon Him was
called Faithful and True, and in
righteousness He doth judge and make
war. (12) His eyes were as a flame of
fire, and on His head were many
crowns; and He had a name written that
no man knew, but He Himself. (13) And
He was clothed with a vesture dipped in
blood: and His name is called The Word
of God. (14) And the armies which were
in heaven followed Him upon white
horses, clothed in fine linen, white and
clean. (15) And out of His mouth goeth
a sharp sword, that with it He should
smite the nations: and He shall rule
them with a rod of iron: and He treadeth
the winepress of the fierceness and
wrath of Almighty God. (16) And He
hath on His vesture and on His thigh a
name written, KING OF KINGS, AND
LORD OF LORDS.”
There is a seven (7) year tribulation period
between these two events.
• His first coming for the church (the rapture)
• The seven (7) year tribulation period
• His second coming to the earth –
Revelation 19:11-21

•
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THE SUPREME SOVEREIGN – vs. 8
a.

S

b.

“I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the
ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was,
and which is to come, the Almighty.” – vs. 8
1.
The words “Alpha” and “Omega” are the first
and last letters of the Greek alphabet.
2.
Christ is all that has gone before, all that is
occurring, and that will occur which is now in
it’s final stage.
“which is” – vs. 8
1.
His absolute present existence

GE

VII.
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“which was” – vs. 8
1.
His former revelations of Himself and purpose
2.
He was the author of the purpose and program
of Israel and the nations. He will also be the
finisher.
“which is to come” – vs. 8
1.
He is ready to make good all that He has
spoken about in the future.
• “the Almighty” – vs. 8 and His eyes were
as a flame of fire;”
2.
Almighty means the all-ruling. This is God as
absolute and universal sovereign.
3.
He is the one who has dominion over all
things, the one who controls all things, and the
one who holds all things in His grasp.

E

The Patmos Vision

VIII. THE TRIBULATION – vs. 9-11
a.
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b.

“I John, who also am your brother, and companion
in tribulation, and in the kingdom and patience of
Jesus Christ, was in the isle that is called Patmos,
for the word of God, and for the testimony of
Jesus Christ.” – vs. 9
Companionship
1.
He is identified here as the one who has
companionship with others which always has
it’s foundation in Christ, and which is in
fellowship with Him. It is companionship in
tribulation. This is not the “great tribulation”
spoken of in Matthew 24:21-29. Christians
are by no means exempt from tribulation.
Jesus warned believers in the world “ye shall
have tribulation”, John 16:33. The Apostle
Paul said, “we must through much
tribulation enter into the Kingdom of God”,
Acts 14:22.
2.
John had been banished by the Roman
government to the Isle of Patmos located in the
Mediterranean Sea just off the mainland of
14
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c.

Asia, for the word of God and the testimony of
Jesus Christ.
Communion
1.
Revelation 1:10 “I was in the Spirit on the
Lord’s day, and heard behind me a great
voice, as of a trumpet,”
2.
“I was in the Spirit”
• John was communing with God
3.
“The Lord’s Day”
• There is difference of opinion on the
phrase, “The Lord’s Day”. Some hold it to
mean the first day of the week (Sunday).
Others believe that John, “in the Spirit” was
carried forward to “the day of the Lord”.
“The day of the Lord” includes the seven
(7) year period of tribulation Judgements
on the earth (see Daniel 9:24-25 and
Matthew 24:15-30), the Millennial Reign of
Christ on earth and Satan’s last rebellion,
Revelation 20:10.
• Without being dogmatic, I personally
believe it was the first day of the week
(Sunday). However, either or both may be
correct.
4.
“and heard behind me a great voice, as of a
trumpet,”
• The
trumpet
emphasized
authority,
solemnity, alarm, or gladness.
See
Numbers 10:1-10, Leviticus 25:8-24,
Matthew 24:31, I Corinthians 15:52, and I
Thessalonians 4:16.
5.
“voice, as of a trumpet”
• This is the voice of Christ.
• Recognized by the Saints
1.
John 10:4
“And when he
putteth forth his own sheep,
he goeth before them, and the
sheep follow him: for they
know his voice."
• Testing Men’s Lives
1.
John 18:37 “Pilate therefore
said unto Him, Art thou a king
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then? Jesus answered, Thou
sayest that I am a king. To
this end was I born, and for
this cause came I into the
world, that I should bear
witness unto the truth. Every
one that is of the truth
heareth my voice.”
Warning Sinners
1.
Acts 9:1-5 “ [1] And Saul, yet
breathing out threatenings
and slaughter against the
disciples of the Lord, went
unto the high priest, [2] And
desired of him letters to
Damascus to the synagogues,
that if he found any of this
way, whether they were men
or women, he might bring
them bound unto Jerusalem.
[3] And as he journeyed, he
came near Damascus: and
suddenly there shined round
about him a light from
heaven: [4] and he fell to the
earth and heard a voice
saying unto him, Saul, Saul,
why persecutest thou Me? [5]
And he said, Who art thou,
Lord? And the Lord said, I
am
Jesus
whom
thou
persecutest: it is hard for
thee to kick against the
pricks.”
Knocking for entrance at the heart’s door
1.
Revelation 3:20 “Behold, I
stand at the door, and knock:
it any man hear my voice, and
open the door, I will come in
to him, and will sup with him,
and he with Me."
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Commission
1.
Revelation 1:11 “Saying, I am Alpha and
Omega, the first and the last: and, What
thou seest, write in a book, and send it
unto the seven churches which are in Asia;
unto Ephesus, and unto Smyrna, and unto
Pergamos, and unto Thyatira, and unto
Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, and unto
Laodicea.”
2.
The Command
• Revelation 1:11 “What thou seest, write
in a book”
• This does not simply mean those things
which pertain to the seven churches, but he
was to write the whole of the Revelation.
3.
The Book
• Just as there was a book of the generation
of Adam (Genesis 5:1), so there is to be a
book of the last generations, both serving
to anchor and guide all other generations.
• The Book is the Bible. It was to be sent to
the seven churches.
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TURNING TO GOD’S WORD – vs. 12
a.
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b.
c.

“And I turned to see the voice that spake with me.
And being turned, I saw seven golden
candlesticks;” - vs. 12
This is the voice of God
Christ is the Word
1.
John 1:1-2 “ [1] In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. [2] The same was in the
beginning with God.”
We turn to the Word of God
1.
In reverence
2.
For redemption
3.
For restoration
4.
For rejoicing

17
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X.

THE GREAT AND TERRIBLE GOD –
vs. 13-18

Revelation 13-18 “ [13] And in the midst of the
seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of man,
clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girt
about the paps with a golden girdle. [14] His head
and his hairs were white like wool, as white as
snow; and His eyes were as a flame of fire; [15]
And His feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned
in a furnace; and His voice as the sound of many
waters, [16] And He had in His right hand seven
stars:
and out of His mouth went a sharp
twoedged sword: and His countenance was as the
sun shineth in His strength. [17] And when I saw
Him, I fell at His feet as dead. And He laid His right
hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear not; I am the
first and the last: [18] I am He that liveth, and was
dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen;
and have the keys of hell and of death.”
Nehemiah 1:5 “And said, I beseech thee, O Lord
God of heaven, the great and terrible God, that
keepeth covenant and mercy for them that love
him and observe his commandments:”
The word “terrible” means to fear, to reverence, to be
feared, it is that which is wonderful, which is
astonishing, but which inspires devotion to God.
1.
Proverbs 1:7(a) “The fear of the Lord is the
beginning of knowledge:”
The great voice causes John to turn to see seven
golden candlesticks. – vs. 12
1.
Priest and Judge – vs. 13
• The seven golden candlesticks are the
seven churches.
• “And in the mist of the seven golden
candlesticks one like unto the Son of
man,”
a. This is the glorified Christ
• The term “Son of Man” is used once more
in Revelation 14:14. Jesus used this title
frequently of Himself. It occurs eighty-four
(84) times in the Gospels, twenty-one (21)
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c.

S

GE

PA

d.

E

b.
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of them being associated with His second
coming.
• “clothed with a garment down to the
foot, and girt about the paps with a
golden girdle.”
a. His long garment speaks of His priestly
character.
As priest, He is not
interceding, but judging just as the
priest was to discern and judge in
regard to leprosy (Leviticus 13).
Penetration – vs. 14
•
“His head and His hairs were white
like wool, as white as snow; “
a. White hair in Scripture is symbolic of
purity in character, dignity of age,
authority as a Judge, and eternality.
• “and His eyes were as a flame of fire;”
a. His eyes as a flame of fire searches the
mind, the heart, and the thoughts.
Place of Judgment – vs. 15
•
“And His feet like unto fine brass, as
if they burned in a furnace; and His
voice as the sound of many waters,”
a. Brass indicates wrath; judgment of sin
by the holiness of God
b. His voice as the sound of many waters
reveals the majesty and power and
authority before whom all mankind
must someday bow.
Position of Privilege – vs. 16
•
“And He had in His right hand seven
stars: and out of His mouth went a
sharp twoedged sword:
and His
countenance was as the sun shineth in
His strength.”
a. In His right hand is the place of honor.
The seven stars, which are explained in
verse 20, are the angels of the seven
churches.
b. The word angel means messenger. I
believe all of God’s local assemblies
have guardian angels.
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c. The word is also used for a human
messenger which is the leader or
Pastor.
• James 2:25 “Likewise also was
not Rahab the harlot justified by
works, when she had received
the messengers, and had sent
them out another way?”
• Luke
9:52
“And
sent
messengers before his face: and
they went, and entered into a
village of the Samaritans, to
make ready for him.”
Potentate Glory – vs. 17-18
• [17] “And when I saw Him, I fell at His
feet as dead. And He laid His right hand
upon me, saying unto me, Fear not; I am
the first and the last: [18] I am He that
liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am
alive for evermore, Amen; and have the
keys of hell and of death.”
a. Potentate means ruler.
• I Timothy 6:15 “Which in His
times He shall shew, who is the
blessed and only Potentate, the
King of kings, and Lord of lords;”
b. “And when I saw Him, I fell at His
feet as dead. And He laid His right
hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear
not; I am the first and the last:” 1.
John fell as if he were “dead”
• The fear of God has always
prevailed in man’s bosom.
Whenever God has been
pleased to reveal Himself,
ever since the fall of Adam,
the body in it’s present
weakness cannot endure
the blaze of Divine Majesty.
2.
God’s right hand upon John
• In tender compassion the
Lord lays His right hand of

5.
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power upon John, bidding
Him not to fear.
Assurance for John
• John is reassured by
Christ’s word concerning his
person and nature. He is
the
Eternal
One,
He
dominates time, He lived,
lives and lives forever.
• He has supreme authority
over death (the body), and
hell (the soul).
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3.

XI.

THE THREEFOLD COMMAND – vs. 19

XII.

THE INTERPRETATION OF WHAT HAD BEEN
SEEN – vs. 20

a.

E

What John saw in Chapter 1
1.
“Write the things which thou hast seen, and
the things which are, and the things which
shall be hereafter;”
• This verse is God’s three-point outline for
the entire book of Revelation.
a. The Past
• “Write the things which thou has
seen,” – Chapter 1
b. The Present
• “and the things which are” –
Chapters 2 and 3
c. The Future
• “and the things which shall be
hereafter;” – Chapters 4 through
22

“The mystery of the seven stars which thou
sawest in My right hand, and the seven golden
candlesticks. The seven stars are the angels of
the seven churches: and the seven candlesticks
which thou sawest are the seven churches.”
Verse 20 interprets what John had seen.

S

b.

GE

PA

a.
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d.

M

As was pointed out in verse 16, the word angel means
messenger and can refer to either an angelic being or
a human being.
In the Bible, stars represent angels.
• Job 38:7
“When the morning stars sang
together, and all the sons of God shouted for
joy?”
• Isaiah 14:12 “How art thou fallen from heaven,
O Lucifer, son of the morning! How art thou
cut down to the ground, which didst weaken
the nations!”
Angels are used by God to minister to His people
• Acts 7:53 “Who have received the law by the
disposition of angels and have not kept it.”
• I Corinthians 4:9 “For I think that God hath set
forth us the apostles last, as it were appointed
to death: for we are made a spectacle unto the
world, and to angels, and to men.”
• Hebrews 1:13-14 “ [13] But to which of the
angels said he at any time, Sit on my right
hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool?
[14]] Are they not all ministering spirits, sent
forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of
salvation?”
Angels are appointed over nations
• Daniel 10:13 “But the prince of the kingdom of
Persia withstood me one and twenty days: but,
lo, Michael, one of the chief princes, came to
help me; and I remained there with the kings of
Persia.”
• Daniel 12:1 “And at that time shall Michael
stand up, the great prince which standeth for
the children of thy people: and there shall be a
time of trouble, such as never was since there
was a nation even to that same time: and at
that time thy people shall be delivered, every
one that shall be found written in the book.”
God has Heavenly messengers and Human
messengers.
Both are known as angels.
In
Revelation 1, the angels there are human
messengers who are the Pastors of the seven
churches.
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e.

E

f.
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g.
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Before we begin our study on the seven (07) Churches of Asia, let
me give you a threefold view to consider.
I.

We may look at them and describe what was actually
true in these various assemblies at the time they were
written. This is the historical view.

M
II.

PL

We may view them and apply them in a practical way
to any assembly or individual at any period whose
state might correspond with that described therein.
This would be the practical view with lessons for
ourselves from each Church.

III.

We can consider them from the prophetic viewpoint as
you see in the following outline.

E

CHURCH HISTORY PORTRAYED

Each letter to a specific Church describes characteristics of a
particular period of Church history. We have the advantage now of
looking back over these and can readily see how these various
periods correspond with what is presented in these letters.

Ephesus
•

PA

I.

Apostolic Period – AD 50-150

Smyrna
•

Roman Persecution Period – AD 150-300

23
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II.

GE

The word Ephesus means “desirable”; it indicates a virgin
chosen by a young man to become his bride. And, so when
Jesus left the Church in this world, she was as Paul says, a
chaste virgin espoused to Christ (II Corinthians 11:2). So, in
chapter two (02) in the first seven (07) verses a description of
the Apostolic Church.
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The word Smyrna means “myrrh” which was an aromatic
substance that exudes from a thorny tree and it had to be
crushed in order to yield it’s perfume and it’s fragrance.

M

It is indeed a fitting name to describe the second period of the
Church age, but soon after the Apostolic age came to a close,
the persecutions of the Roman Empire fell upon the Church
and the Church was literally like myrrh, ground into powder
and scattered everywhere.

III.

PL

As for the ten (10) days, there were ten persecutions from
Nero to Diocletian (AD 312). They were Nero, Domitian,
Trajan, Antoninus, Severous, Maximian, Decius, Valerian,
Aurelian, and Dioletian. Diocletian’s persecution was the
worst of all and lasted ten (10) years.

Pergamos

Period AD 300-500

E

•

The word Pergamos means “marriage”. In Pergamos there is
quite a different state of things from that of the previous
period given in Smyrna. There the Church was severely
persecuted by ten (10) Roman Emperors for over one
hundred (100) years. But, now with the victory of Constantine
over Maxentious for the throne of the Roman Empire, the
persecution against the Christians ceased.

PA

S

GE

Constantine claimed to have seen a vision of a flaming cross
with the inscription, “By this Conquer”. He then adopted the
sign of the cross as the imperial standard of His armies and
declared himself a convert to Christianity, though he was
never baptized until near the end of his life. His conversion
may be questioned. He saw the superiority of Christianity and
the Christians were better citizens. Christians were given
posts of honor and Bishops of the Church sat on thrones with
the Nobles of the Empire. Constantine took his place now
more openly to the whole world as head of the Church. But,
at the same time, retained the office of the Pontifex Maximus,
meaning the High Priest of the Heathen. This he never gave
up.
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Thus, the Church and state became allied. The Church and
the world joined hands in an unholy marriage. Allegiance to
Christ and His Word was sacrificed and the Lord had to say
Pergamos was dwelling where Satan’s seat was. In this way,
pagans and Christians were united in an unholy alliance and
pagan corruption, with a Christian name attached to it.

IV.

Thyatira

PL

M

• Period AD 500-1500
The word Thyatira means “never weary of sacrifice”. Here we
cover the period of history from approximately AD 500-1500,
which is roughly one thousand (1000) years. Secular history
cannot adequately explain why the dark ages came upon the
world.
You must know the Bible to understand that.
Remember, it was at a time when the Church and the world
were united. The Church had lost its power spiritually. And,
now the Church, in the name of Jesus, began to put Jews and
Christians to death if they would not join the Roman Church.
This came from the Holy Roman Empire as it was called.

E

During this period, some Christians (little groups of them here
and there like the Waldenses and Albigenses and others
trying to hang on to the truth) were persecuted unmercifully by
the Church at Rome. This is history. As you read the story of
Jezebel in this chapter, you will have a description of the
professing Church in the middle ages.

PA

The darkness came because they had forsaken the Bible.
They had forsaken the Lord and they began to set up a man
made system in the name of Christ. If you want to know more
about this, read Halley Handbook pages 765-783.

Sardis
•

GE

V.

Period AD 1500-1900

S

The word Sardis means “remnant”. Sardis represents the
Protestant Reformation after the fire and devotedness to
Christ and His Word cooled off. The reformation, which is
definitely a work of God and also raised up such as Martin
Luther (who was a Roman Catholic Monk) and others, began
to examine the Scriptures and publicly proclaim what they
found.
25
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Luther found that wonder verse “The just shall live by faith”
– Galatians 3:11. As a Roman Catholic Priest, he had
beaten himself with a whip until he could hardly walk trying to
atone for his sins, but found no relief. He found no rest for his
soul. Then he found “The just shall live by faith” –
Galatians 3:11; not by penance, not by beating oneself, not
by climbing the sacred stairs in Rome, but by faith.

VI.

PL

M

Sardis describes for us the rise and development, and finally
the corruption of Protestantism. The reformation which was a
powerful movement in its beginning did not maintain it’s
strong spiritual emphasis indefinitely.

Philadelphia
•

The Fundamental Church Period – A. D. 1750-1900

E

The word Philadelphia means “brotherly love”. Philadelphia is
the Church of the open door. A time of missionary expansion
and world evangelism.

VII.

PA

In 1792 William Carey, the father of the modern missionary
movement, went to India, and in 1813 Adoniram Judson, went
to Burman. There was powerful preaching by Whitfield,
Wesley, Finney, Moody, Spurgeon, and a host of others.
Was it not in the age of the open door when the humble
Church with little strength took the saving message of Christ
to the ends of the earth?

Laodicea

GE

• ‘Till Christ Comes Period – AD 1850-present
The word Laodicea means “the people’s rights”. This is the
professing Church in its last stage on earth before the Lord
comes. It is so distasteful to the Lord that He spews it out of
His mouth after calling for repentance. He is seen on the
outside knocking for admittance. There is no improvement in
the Church and this brings us to the end of “the things which
are”, perhaps from 1850, but certainly with us now.

S

Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, Laodicea run concurrently until
the Lord comes, after which Thyatira, Sardis, and Laodicea
merge, and become part of Babylon the Great.
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The Things Which Are: The Seven Churches

M

Ephesus – The Backslidden Church – Revelation 2:1-7

PL

Ephesus means desirable. The Greeks used this term to describe
the maiden of their choice. It indicates a virgin chosen by a young
man to become his bride. And so, when Jesus left the Church in the
world, she was as Paul says, a chaste virgin espoused unto Christ (II
Corinthians 11:2). The Church engaged to her risen Lord and
glorified head. The marriage takes place in Revelation 19:7-9. The
marriage of the Lamb is come and His wife hath made herself ready
(vs. 7). Ephesus established by Paul (Acts 19). Ephesus had a
great beginning. She had Paul, Timothy, and all truth (Acts 20:20
and I Timothy 1:3).

E

I.

THE CONTROLLER – vs. 1
a.

b.

S

GE

PA

“Unto the angel of the Church of Ephesus write;
These things saith He that holdeth the seven stars
in His right hand, who walketh in the midst of the
seven golden candlesticks;” – vs. 1
Christ directed His letter to “the angel of the Church of
Ephesus”.
1.
The angel refers to a messenger or in today’s
terms, the Pastor, who with six other Pastors,
was said to be in the Lord’s “right hand” (vs.
1).
• A symbol of God’s authority and power.
2.
“These things saith He that holdeth the
seven stars in His right hand.” (vs. 1)
• When God holds the preacher in His right
hand, He controls his
 Ministry
 Thoughts
 Imagination
 Body
 Ways
 Life
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c.
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II.

Christ walks in discrimination judgement among the
seven Churches.
1.
“Who walketh in the midst of the seven
golden candlesticks.” (vs.1)

THE COMMENDATION – vs. 2-3
a.

M

For works and labor – vs. 2
1.
“I know thy works and labor” (vs. 2)
For patience (steadfast) – vs. 2
For stand against sin – vs. 2
1.
“And how thou canst not bear them which
are evil:” (vs. 2)
For loyalty to truth – vs. 2
1.
“And though hast tried them which say
they are apostles, and are not, and hast
found them to be liars.” (vs.2)
For concern as to Christ’s name – vs. 3
1.
“And hast borne, and hast patience, and for
My Name’s sake hast labored, and not
fainted.” (vs.3)
For hating Nicolaitanism – vs. 6

b.
c.

PL
d.

f.

E

e.

1.

THE CHARGE – vs. 4

a.

“Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee,
because thou hast left thy first love.” – Revelation
2:4
They had left their first love
1.
“Thou hast left thy first love” (vs. 4)
2.
The Church in Ephesus was just as active as
ever. It had not gone off into heresy, it had not
fallen in shameful sin, it had not brought
disgrace to the Name of Christ, but the Divine
Spirit of Love had evaporated from the
people’s heart. Now their beautiful services
were nothing but an empty show.

S

GE

b.

PA

III.

The word Nicolaitanes means “conqueror of
people”. Apparently there were preachers and
deacons who had attempted to rule or
“conquer” the people of the Church.
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The Church needs
• Tender Love
 Ephesians 4:32-33
 Romans 12:10
• Total Love
 Matthew 22:37-40
• Devoted Love
 Revelation 12:11
 II Chronicles 24:21
 Mark 6:27
 Luke 11:51
 Acts 7:58
 Acts 12:2
 Hebrews 11:37
• Daily Love
 Acts 2:46

E

IV.

THE CALL TO REPENTANCE – vs. 5
a.

b.

c.

S

GE

PA

“Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen,
and repent, and do the first works; or else I will
come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy
candlestick out of his place, except thou repent.” –
Revelation 2:5
Remember
1.
“Remember therefore from whence thou art
fallen” (vs. 5)
2.
This means that we are to remember how
much we loved Him when we first met Him.
3.
Do you remember the agony of soul just prior
to your accepting Christ as your Savior?
4.
Do you remember being brought face to face
with your sin?
5.
Do you remember what blessed peace and joy
that filled your soul when you saw the crucified
One and He came into your life?
6.
This was the first love. Do you still have it?
Repent
1.
Having seen the gap between the life you are
now living and the life you once lived, you must
bridge through genuine repentance and return
to your first love.
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SA
d.

In any recovery, whether of an individual or a
congregation, the memory of what has been
lost often provides the first stirring of genuine
repentance. “Repent” points to a crisis that
takes the saints back to the point of departure.
Repent means a “change of mind”.

V.

PL

M

Repeat
1.
“Do the first works” (vs. 5)
2.
First love is our affections to Christ
3.
Set your affections on things above, not on
things on the earth.
• Colossians 3:2

THE CAUTIOUS WARNING – vs. 5
a.

E

b.

“… or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will
remove thy candlestick out of his place, except
thou repent.” – Revelation 2:5
When God removes the candlestick
1.
Power is gone
2.
Peace is gone
3.
Prosperity is gone

VI.

PA

We have already looked at verse 6 under the heading
“Commendation”. We will have more on verse 6 when we get to
verses 14 and 15.

THE CONCLUSION – vs. 7
a.

S

GE

b.

“He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit
saith unto the Churches; to Him that overcometh
will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the
mist of the paradise of God.” – Revelation 2:7
The call to the hearing ear
1.
“He that hath an ear, let him hear what the
Spirit saith unto the Churches;” (vs. 7)
2.
To the individual who has an ear to hear, the
appeal is made to listen and to heed what the
Spirit saith to the Churches.
3.
This appeal would indicate that every believer
that is here is made responsible to understand
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