


“FORTRESS AMERICA” UNDER SIEGE 

MARXIST SOCIALISM-COMMUNISM’S 
WAR ON THE “FREE WORLD” 

“The easiest way to take a fortress is from within.” 
Vladimir Lenin 

Marxist-Leninist   Judeo-Christian 
Totalitarianism    Free Democracy 

V. Lenin K. Marx       E.C. Manning   W. Aberhart
  (1870-1924)      (1818-1883)     (1908-1996)      (1879-1943) 

“The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the 
nations that forget God.” 

Psalm 9:17 

FRANK CRAWFORD 

SAMPLE PAGES 



 

Disclaimer 
 

 The author of this work has quoted the writers of 
many articles and books. This does not mean that the 
author endorses or recommends the works of others, 
though he may speak highly of their research and 
contributions to the subject at hand. If the author quotes 
someone, it does not mean that he agrees with all of the 
author’s tenets, statements, or words, whether in the 
work quoted or any other work of the author. There has 
been no attempt to alter the meaning of the quotes. 

 
Copyright © 2020 by Frank Crawford 

November, 2020 
All Rights Reserved 

Printed in the United States of America 
 

POLREL______: Political Philosophy & Religion with Interpretation 
 

ISBN 978-1-7356723-4-2 
 
 

All Scripture quotations are from the King James 1611 Bible. 
 

 No part of this book may be reproduced without the 
expressed consent of the publisher, except for brief 
quotes, whether by electronic, photocopying, recording, or 
information storage and retrieval systems. 

 
Address All Inquiries To: 

THE OLD PATHS PUBLICATIONS, Inc. 
142 Gold Flume Way 

Cleveland, Georgia, U.S.A. 
 

Web: www.theoldpathspublications.com 
E-mail: TOP@theoldpathspublications.com 

 

SAMPLE PAGES 



3 

DEDICATION 
 

To The 
Faithful and Loving Christian Crawford 

 
 
My wife, whose prayers and love for God gave me 
encouragement and faith to take on the challenges of life for 32 
years of marriage, and work on this book in retirement as a Bible-
believing, freedom-loving Christian. Her father ran for mayor in a 
Philippine Barangay and lost to a corrupt politician through voting 
fraud. We both realize that sinful human nature is universal and 
“eternal vigilance is the price of liberty.” Yet, she still loves politics 
and her favorite Canadian leader is the Hon. Stephen Harper. 
 
 

This volume is dedicated, 
By her affectionate 

Husband: 
Frank Crawford 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SAMPLE PAGES 



4 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
 

A great debt of gratitude is due to Mr. Dennis Snyder of 
Redlands, Alberta, who provided me with much written 
material on Mr. Manning and Mr. Aberhart. This 
information was invaluable and motivated me to do 
further research and start writing on both of these great 
men. Special thanks to Dr. and Mrs. D. Williams of The 
Old Paths Publications for offering to help me publish this 
book. Their assistance made the difference between 
success and failure in the final product. Miss Cora Gojo’s 
fine work in drawing of the book cover and her expert 
help in formatting the text and figures were greatly 
appreciated. My wife, Christian Crawford’s words of 
encouragement and her prayers carried me along the 
difficult path toward completing this work. A grateful 
thanks goes to Zuzana Janosova Den Boer who allowed 
me to publish her experience in Communist 
Czechoslovakia (Appendix 4). Thanks to Jim Tuovila for 
supplying much of the material for Canada’s Christian 
Heritage in Appendix 2. A thank you to Evangelist Mark 
McGaughey for giving me two vintage books on 
communism that were greatly used as references in this 
book. I am thankful for my Pastor, Jon Harwood, whose 
love for Canada and our free democracy motivated me 
to work that much harder to try and help in some small 
way my beloved country, Canada, and our friend and 
neighbor to the south – the United States of America.  
  

 
 
 

SAMPLE PAGES 



5 

FORWARD 
 

The material for this book was provided through a 
lifetime of experience, the help of a dear Christian friend 
and many providential workings from the hand of God in 
realizing the final result, a completed book.  
 
The idea for this book grew slowly out of a lifetime. My 
younger years were spent in indifference to the fate of 
my country. My passions and my goals were mostly self-
centered, seeking the pleasures of life and not 
considering the effect on society or others. 
 
When I became a Christian – was saved – on March 24, 
1981, my life’s goals, values and ambitions changed, 
from self-centered to Christ-centered as I grew in my 
faith. Through conversion I saw the world, and my place 
in it, in a different light. By reading God’s Word I saw sin 
as the plight of the individual personally, and mankind in 
general; from the degrading of morality to corruption in 
social institutions, laws and politics. By reference to my 
younger years I could see my country drifting away from 
more conservative values to more liberal, permissive and 
corrupted morals; and it bothered me. I came to see 
socialism-communism as the root cause of this 
disintegration. I knew that there was little fear of God in 
the land, and that would always lead to trouble – God’s 
judgment – down the road. I wanted to try and do 
something to help, using my experience, Christian 
conservative values and scientific background to try and 
make a difference. The only way that I thought of doing 
this would be to write a book to try and open people’s 
eyes and move them to take action on their part to try 
and stem the tide of societal decline. 
 
I found two men whose testimonies and life work formed 
the foundation for this study. They are the late William 
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Aberhart (1879-1943) and the late Ernest C. Manning 
(1908-1996), both premiers of the Province of Alberta 
for eight and twenty-five years respectively. Their 
conservative values and leadership provide the reader 
with examples of godly, genuine Christian leaders, which 
are sorely lacking today in our culture of political 
correctness and snowflake behavior. Providential 
circumstances provided me with the right material at the 
right time to progress in the study of these two men, 
from their own preaching messages and teachings 
together with written work about them, in particular 
Brian Brennan’s excellent biography, “The Good 
Steward: The Ernest C. Manning Story,” 2008. Much 
additional written material came from various sources. 
Bob Plamondon’s “The Truth About Trudeau,” (2013) 
allowed a comparison between the record of E. C. 
Manning in Alberta and Pierre E. Trudeau in Ottawa. The 
contrast could not be more striking. 
 
I found the Epoch Times and Calgary Sun newspapers to 
have the best journalism in reporting without bias 
concerning day to day events in Canada and 
Internationally. The Epoch Times “Nine Commentaries on 
the Communist Party” (2004) and 3 volume “How the 
Spectre of Communism is Ruling Our World” (2020) to 
be most informative concerning the changes that have 
occurred in our country and the Western democracies in 
general over the last half century. Journalism in The 
Epoch Times is excellent and informative. The equal 
cannot be found in the mainstream media. I was thankful 
to be able to read and use two books from The Rebel 
Media; Sheila Gunn Reid’s “Stop Notley,” 2019, and Ezra 
Levant’s “The Libranos,” 2019.  
 
This book is not intended to misrepresent or unfairly 
degrade any individual with whom the writer agrees or 
disagrees. Most of the comments of those espousing 
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conservatism or socialism-communism come from their 
own writings or statements recorded by journalists. Mr. 
Manning’s Christian testimony and conservative political 
record stands open to scrutiny, offset against Pierre 
Trudeau’s socialist legacy, in this book. The reader is 
invited to compare and evaluate both men when deciding 
in what direction this country needs to go in the future. 
 
The beliefs and doctrines of Karl Marx should be carefully 
examined before embarking on a course of life and career 
controlled by his philosophy. Many people have accepted 
his teachings without understanding who this man really 
was, and the actual historical results of his socio-
economic and political doctrines. This book hopefully will 
help the reader come to an informed decision about Karl 
Marx and his disciples, and the effects on society of their 
teachings and political leadership. Canadians should ask 
themselves, “Is this the man our country needs as its 
example and guide for the future? 
 
The writer is an older man and has the advantage of 
having lived through the countercultural revolution of the 
1960s, and partaken of some of the restlessness of that 
generation. He has seen the error of that movement and 
its negative effects on modern society. He opposed and 
spoke against Ernest Manning while in university in 
Calgary. He regrets his youthful folly of those days and 
wishes to make amends in part by writing this book and 
setting the record straight. 
 
Hopefully this book will help some reader escape the 
coming international socialist totalitarian one-world 
government of the Antichrist portrayed so chillingly in 
Biblical prophecy. To that end the writer has included the 
gospel of Jesus Christ in the Appendix of this book to aid 
those interested in securing their souls against God’s 
sure judgment on sin for each individual person.  
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INTRODUCTION 
 
Canada and the United States are fighting for their lives 
in late 2020, on the eve of probably the most important 
election in U.S. history. “Fortress America,” once 
considered unconquerable, is in mortal danger of defeat 
by the forces of socialism-communism. The war over the 
last 50 to 75 years has been fought within both countries 
borders. Marxism, the teachings and doctrines of the 
mid-nineteenth century German philosopher, Karl Marx, 
have displaced the Judeo-Christian foundations of 
Western democracies, ours included, and threaten to 
bring us under totalitarian bondage not unlike that 
envisaged by Adolf Hitler in 1939, at the beginning of 
WW II. Our democracy is not being defeated by military 
means just yet, but by infiltration and subversion from 
within. Our society’s values and customs have changed 
almost overnight. The writer remembers a time when the 
sanctity of human life and marriage were honored and 
valued. Today, almost anything goes and those who 
stand for the old paths are accused of hate crimes. Good 
has become bad, and bad has become good in society’s 
eyes. This has brought Canada to a precipice which, if 
passed, will destroy our country and render our children’s 
future intolerable. 
 
Today’s media has aided and abetted this decline, by 
adopting the same Marxist teachings that the present 
Liberal government and its satellites, the NDP and Bloc, 
follow. The only viable alternative is the Conservative 
Party which is struggling to find its soul. Conservative 
leaders are standing for fiscal conservatism but have 
abandoned social conservatism out of fear of the voting 
public and the hostile media gang. Fortunately, there are 
still a few voices being heard to support traditional values 
and morality. These sources, namely The Epoch Times, 
The Calgary Sun and the Rebel Media are quoted 
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frequently in the chapters following. Good books are still 
available for people to make intelligent decisions about 
which kind of leaders will best serve the voting public 
with integrity and character. Unfortunately, few people 
read these kinds of books so ignorance of Canadian and 
American history is on the wane, especially among the 
younger generation. Fortunately, these books have not 
been banned, but could be in the future if the current 
trends are not reversed. 
 
Biblical Christianity has been shut out of the public 
forum. Socialist ideology arrogantly lifts itself up as the 
only valid arbiter of modern day society’s morals and 
values. Christians have ceded the battle to Marx’s 
disciples and the future looks dim. The Bible has been 
taken out of every institution in our society and is 
considered irrelevant to the discussion of almost every 
subject dealing with the greatest issues of our day – the 
right to life of the unborn, capital punishment, gambling, 
sexual morality, the origin of life, and free speech – to 
mention only a few.  
 
Alberta is singularly important in having had two 
provincial premiers, William Aberhart and Ernest C. 
Manning, who both were Bible-believing Christians and 
competent politicians at the same time. They led what is 
termed “God’s Government” in Alberta for a period of 
thirty-three years, from 1935 to 1968 when Mr. Manning 
retired after twenty-five years as premier. Their terms in 
office provide a spotlight on leadership that had a clear 
Christian testimony and motive for public service. Mr. 
Manning’s term in office was described in detail by Brian 
Brennan (2008) in his excellent biography of the man. In 
contrast, the opposite kind of leader Pierre Trudeau’s 
legacy was described in the same kind of exposition by 
Bob Plamondon (2013). Understanding the character and 
effect on society of these two kinds of leaders is essential 
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for plotting the future course that Canadians and 
Americans must take for their countries, if their 
democratic freedoms are to be preserved. 
 
We cannot exclude the Bible from our halls of learning 
and government. To do so, invites the opposite 
philosophies to flourish, and that they have done for far 
too long. Marxism has currently formed the foundation 
of our society’s institutions and it is only a matter time 
until it shows its true colors, colors that reflect the 
character of that man and his followers. This book 
contains a chapter exposing who Karl Marx really was, 
what he wrote and what his objective was in formulating 
his socio-economic and political philosophies. The reader 
is invited to compare Karl Marx with the Lord Jesus Christ 
as shown in the Christian gospels. The challenge is, 
which man would you want to follow and give your life 
for? Again, Ernest Manning and William Aberhart are 
examples of men who chose to serve Christ. Stalin, Mao, 
Castro, Chavez, Trudeau and many others chose to 
follow socialism-communism underlain by Marx’s 
theories. Which bore good fruit? Which saved lives and 
which took human lives is the evidence of where a “just 
society” is to be found. This book will provide the 
evidence for a return to a Judeo-Christian foundation for 
our Canadian democracy. 
 
The world is entering very perilous times with China on 
the ascendance and the U.S. beleaguered with racial 
riots, COVID-19 and anti-free democratic interference in 
the existing government, all aided and abetted by the 
mainstream media. The objective is to defeat the 
incumbent president and bring America under a Marxist-
led Democratic Party and President, followed very likely 
with the extinguishing of freedom in that great republic. 
America’s enemies are watching and waiting to see what 
will happen, and to take advantage of her at time of 
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vulnerability and distraction. “Fortress America” is 
indeed in troubled waters. It is under siege. As Lenin said 
long ago, “The easiest way to take a fortress is from 
within.” 
 
America relied on God in her beginning. It is time for her 
to return to her roots. Many Americans profess the 
Christian faith. However, the evidence of truly committed 
Christianity is lacking in the country. If totalitarian 
socialism-communism gains full power in the U.S. many 
millions of lives will be in peril, young and old, liberals 
and conservatives, and any who differ with the ruling 
elites. The only recourse for deliverance is to return to 
God, return to the genuine Christian faith demonstrated 
by many godly citizens over the past generations. If 
Canada and America do not have a revival of individual 
Christians, and their churches do not experience revival, 
there is little hope for the continuing freedoms that we 
and our families presently enjoy. If there is no revival, 
God’s judgment will be meted out in our two countries 
that are succumbing to totalitarian socialism-
communism and the tragic conditions that follow. 
 
This book is a heartfelt attempt to open some people’s 
eyes and perhaps play a small part in helping avert a 
catastrophe of this kind from happening.  
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CHAPTER 1 
 

THE HON. ERNEST C. MANNING: 
CHRISTIAN STATESMAN 

 

 
“He chose David also his servant, and took him 
from the sheepfolds: so he fed them according 
to the integrity of his heart; and guided them 

by the skillfulness of his hands.” 
Psalm 78:70, 72 
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“Now and then there comes upon the stage of life, in the 
theatre of this world, a man who so differs from the rest 
that he catches the eye and ear at once, and, as long as 
he moves in the scene, holds the attention of his fellows. 
When the sable curtain falls, and his part in the drama is 
over, we who remain to fill the minor roles find time in 
moments of reflection to ask ourselves: What manner of 
man was this, and wherein did he differ from others of his 
kind?" [The Life of General Nathan Bedford Forrest, John 
Wyeth, 1899] 

 
WHO WAS THIS FELLOW, MANNING? 
 
Many have asked this question. Ernest Charles Manning 
(1908-1996), in 1935 at 26 years of age, became the 
youngest Cabinet Minister in the British Commonwealth. 
In Cabinet from 1935-1943, he then became Premier of 
Alberta, leading that province from 1943 to 1968, a 
period of unparalleled growth and prosperity. Mr. 
Manning retired at 60 years of age having never been 
defeated in a Provincial Election. On the occasion of his 
fiftieth birthday the following letter of appreciation was 
given to him on a formal Provincial Certificate: 
 

“Honorable Sir: 
Upon the occasion of your Fiftieth Birthday, your fellow 
Citizens of the Province of Alberta desire to convey to 
you their most sincere congratulations…We are 
reminded at this time that since 1935, when you became 
the youngest Minister of the Crown in the 
Commonwealth, you have devoted Twenty Three 
continuous years…almost half your lifetime…to the 
Service of our Province and our People. During these 
years you have displayed, by precept and by example, 
the most capable leadership. In the period of your 
Ministry our Province has grown in Stature, our People 
have Prospered, and have enjoyed an ever growing 
measure of Economic Democracy and Social Justice. 
 

In token of our Esteem this Address is presented to you, 
Honorable Sir, with the Prayer that God will spare you 
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many more fruitful years in which to serve our Queen, 
our Province and our People. 
 

Dated at Edmonton, in the Province of Alberta, 
September 20, 1958.” 

 
E. C. Manning’s legacy seems to have been almost 
forgotten. It is timely to review his life and leadership 
and perhaps learn something of the secret of his 
success. During his 25 years as Premier, the 
Government of Alberta was fiscally responsible and 
notably lacking in scandal and mismanagement. 
Politicians of all stripes could learn much from the life of 
E. C. Manning. This tract comes mainly from Ernest C. 
Manning – A Biographical Sketch, T. Cashman, 1958 and 
The Good Steward – The Ernest C. Manning Story, B. 
Brennan, 2008. 
 
HUMBLE BEGINNINGS 
 
His father, George Henry Manning moved from England 
to Canada at the turn of the century, settling in Carnduff, 
Saskatchewan where he married his hometown 
sweetheart, Elizabeth Dickson. Two sons, William and 
Ernest were born there, and soon after the family moved 
permanently to a homestead near Rosetown, 
Saskatchewan. Roy, their third son was born there. Mr. 
Manning was very industrious and enlarged his farm 
from 160 to 640 acres. All three boys attended the 
nearby, one-room Glenpayne School. 
 
Farm life was hard. The family was solidly religious in 
the Baptist tradition. The boys were assigned their 
responsibilities, and as teenagers took turns managing 
the entire operation. Life was not all dull. Ernest, a 
natural entertainer, played the fiddle in the local dance 
band, and took great interest in anything mechanical, 
loving to read “Popular Mechanics.” He loved to figure 
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out how things worked and to fix broken equipment. In 
the 1920s he stripped a Model T Ford down to a knock-
off pick up ‘truck,’ calling it “The Bazoo.” He had many 
exciting experiences in it rocketing around the country 
roads. 
 
THE PREACHING OF WILLIAM ABERHART 
 
In the fall of 1924, Ernest, ordered a three-tube radio 
from the Sears-Roebuck of Chicago catalogue. He paid 
$103 for it from money earned from his harvest work. 
The radio affected all their lives, but most profoundly, 
Ernest’s. One Sunday afternoon in the fall of 1925 he 
picked up CFCN in Calgary, and heard William Aberhart 
broadcasting from the Palace Theatre. Every Sunday at 
3 pm, he would be listening to Aberhart’s gospel 
messages. His interest in Mr. Aberhart’s teaching grew 
more intense with each Sunday broadcast. 
 
William Aberhart was a down-to-earth Fundamental 
Baptist, bedrock strong in all his convictions. He 
preached that the Bible was ALL the inspired Word of 
God; every word, every syllable, including the 
prophecies. And since not all the prophecies were 
fulfilled in the New Testament, then some prophecies 
must be moving towards fulfillment in the events of the 
day.  
 
Aberhart was a gifted teacher of Mathematics and 
English at Crescent Heights High School in Calgary. His 
Biblical preaching and teaching talents came through 
clearly on the radio, and fascinated the young 
Saskatchewan farm boy. Mr. Manning, Alberta’s eighth 
Premier, says that he became a Christian listening to 
Aberhart – that he became convinced it was not enough 
to know ABOUT Christ – that he wanted to know Christ 
personally. You may read his personal testimony in more 
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detail in Appendix 3. After being saved he made a brief 
trip by train to meet Mr. Aberhart in Calgary, and “looked 
in” at the young people’s church group consisting of 
about 200 persons. Muriel Preston, who would later 
become Ernest’s wife, was in the young people’s music 
ministry. 
 
THE PROPHETIC BIBLE INSTITUTE 
 
Back on the farm, Ernest heard of Mr. Aberhart’s plan to 
build a Prophetic Bible Institute on Eighth Avenue in 
downtown Calgary. Aberhart creatively raised the 
$65,000 needed to build it. The Institute would be open 
to young people and would, in effect, be a sort of junior 
college. Ernest decided he would be a student in the first 
class in October, 1927, among 35 other youngsters, 
many of them from the country. 
 
Ernest Manning literally worked his way through college, 
working on the farm during the summer to pay for the 
autumn/winter studies at the Institute. In his second 
and third years he lived with the Aberharts, and became 
like their son, as they had two daughters. Mr. Aberhart 
helped Ernest round out his secondary school education. 
Mrs. Aberhart attempted to put some substance to his 
thin, wiry frame, with her delicious meals but without 
much success. 
 
In his last year as a student, Ernest was also on the 
teaching staff at the Institute. In 1930, Mr. Aberhart 
asked the 21-year-old Manning to help in the radio 
broadcast, and from that time on they shared the work. 
By this time Muriel Preston had become the Institute’s 
permanent organist/pianist, faithfully serving the Lord. 
 
The writer is indebted to Mr. Dennis Snyder of Redlands, 
Alberta, for providing him with a number of copies of 
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“The Prophetic Voice” bulletins from 1943 to 1948, in 
which were vintage messages from the Aberhart-
Manning era. Many quotations from this material is 
included in the present work. 
 
ABERHART AND MANNING MOVE INTO POLITICS 
 
William Aberhart’s interest in young people was 
legendary. The students at Crescent Heights lost track 
of the number of student “companies” Mr. Aberhart 
organized to buy needed equipment for the school. His 
brilliant mind made a game of mathematics, and applied 
that science to life. He told his students, “You must have 
a standard of values in life; and you must never get your 
values mixed up.” Mr. Manning couldn’t have had a 
better mentor as God led him into His will for his life.  
 
As the 30s Depression ground more deeply into public 
life Mr. Aberhart agonized over many of his most brilliant 
students not being able to find work. With all these 
resources, why couldn’t these young people get good 
jobs? His research led him in 1932 to a book, “The 
Douglas Theory of Social Credit.” He and Mr. Manning 
discussed the economic problems in light of this book. 
He rejected the idea of the CCF’s “planned economy,” 
which amounted to a Government-controlled economic 
Socialism. He felt there was nothing basically wrong with 
the free market economy. The people just needed more 
purchasing power, and that would come if the “money 
barons” would loosen up their control of the flow of 
money into the economy. He began to speak about 
Social Credit on his broadcasts. Conditions in Alberta 
were right for his message, and in the 1935 Election he 
was swept into the Premier’s office, and Mr. Manning 
alongside him was swept into Cabinet at the age of 26. 
Social Credit had won 55 out of 63 of Alberta’s ridings in 
a landslide. 
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The next April Ernest Manning married Muriel Preston in 
the Bible Institute Church in Calgary. William Aberhart 
gave the bride away to his young Cabinet Minister. 
 
Mr. Aberhart’s untimely death on May 23, 1943 deeply 
affected those who loved and knew him best. Please 
refer to Appendix 5 to learn more about Mr. Aberhart’s 
life and the deep respect that he earned from those most 
impacted by his life and ministry. 
 
E. C. MANNING IN POLITICS 
 
Ernest C. Manning had greatness thrust upon him 
suddenly, and he was able to keep it. He was made 
Minister of Trade and Industry to a deeply skeptical 
business and financial community. Mr. Manning became 
ambassador to this group and was invited to speak 
everywhere. The 27 year old Minister was pitted against 
some of the sharpest minds in the province. 
 
Neither aggressive nor defensive he made a favorable 
impression speaking calmly and clearly. Questions 
loaded with sarcasm or derision were listened to with 
complete, searching attention – an attention disarming 
and disconcerting. Then, without a visible trace of anger, 
temper or ill-feeling he would produce a calm, lucid 
answer. Though he knew farm and Bible Institute 
management, he had no experience in city labor. Yet, 
his fairness and ability to analyze a problem in clear 
terms made a good impression. Thus he made Social 
Credit respectable, and himself respected. 
 
In the Legislature the fledgling Social Credit MLAs were 
learning to run the government. Out of the confusion E. 
C. Manning emerged as the floor leader of the party. 
Cool, calm, fair in debate, willing to listen but always in 
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control – in the opposition cloakrooms nothing but good 
was heard about Manning. 
 
As the grind continued into 1936, Mr. Manning 
contracted tuberculosis. He took complete rest at his 
home, made a remarkable recovery with determination, 
and was welcomed back to the Legislature in February, 
1937. 
 
War broke out in 1939 Mr. Manning responded to his 
country’s call. Not content to sit back he tried to join the 
Army in 1939. TB scar tissue and a heart valve issue 
prevented his acceptance. However, he joined the 
militia, and was assigned to the 49th Battalion as Lt. 
Manning. He drilled, went on exercises, took summer 
training and reached the rank of Captain before being 
forced to give up the military due to the political 
pressure of becoming Premier of Alberta on June 3, 
1943, after the sudden death of a weakened and sickly 
Premier William Aberhart. 
 
At the same time Pierre Trudeau – the radical socialist, 
as a member of the “Greatest Generation,” the one that 
defeated the Nazis in war and resolutely stared down the 
Soviets in the Cold War, took a pass in both battles, 
noted Stephen Harper. He was against Britain and the 
Allies. Here are some of his words and actions regarding 
WW II, and after it, from Bob Plamondon in “The Truth 
About Trudeau,” 2013. 
 

“Trudeau declared the war to be Imperial, imbecilic and 
disgusting. “I am not only against conscription, but I’m 
also against mobilization, against participation, against 
rearming, against aid to the belligerent. I am against the 
war. Is that quite clear?” During the war he and a friend 
paraded around northern Quebec in vintage German 
military uniforms and helmets.”  
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He actively and personally opposed the search for and 
prosecution of Nazi war criminals in Canada. His political 
reasons for that are redacted from the 600 page Alti Rodi 
report (1986). 
 
He was pro-Soviet Union and pro-Fidel Castro’s Cuba, 
and anti-American. Trudeau was a beacon of light to the 
pacifists – equating moral equivalency to the allies and 
the communists. 
 
Winston Churchill spoke in the House of Commons in 
1941 while the war was raging saying, “There is no room 
now for the dilettante, for the weakling, for the shirker or 
the sluggard.” 

 
Concerning pacifism which Trudeau promoted 
unapologetically throughout his lifetime, Ted Byfield 
wrote: 
 

“Thirty nations may want peace and disarm, but if one 
insists upon arming, then the others must either arm as 
well or submit to annihilation or enslavement. What we 
must do therefore, and history bears this truth, is observe 
two principles. First, we must be permanently ready for 
war. Second, we must be resolved to do everything 
possible to avert it. Neglect either one and we’re in 
deep trouble, for the pacifist is every bit as 
dangerous as the jingoist.” (The Book of Ted, 1998, 
Lest we forget: the horror of war can cause one, 
November 19, 1990 Column). 
 

Lt. – General Sir William Dobbie, a veteran of WW I and 
Governor of Malta during the Malta siege of WW II, 
wrote the following regarding pacifism: 
 

“Pacifism in the present state of the world may be little 
less than a sacrifice of Christian principle to humanitarian 
sentiment. The Christian attitude must be 
“Righteousness at any cost,” not “Peace at any price,” for 
the best way to preserve peace is to be strong in 
righteousness.” (A Very Present Help, 1945, p. 124). 
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Manning would have concurred with General Dobbie. He 
offered himself to serve in the military, even before, and 
after becoming Premier of Alberta. He rose quickly to the 
rank of Lieutenant in the reserves. Trudeau, though a 
fighter, did everything he could to support socialism and 
avoid military service in WW II. When prime minister, 
Trudeau waged war against the Canadian military, one 
of the most respected and disciplined fighting forces in 
the world. He did more damage to our renowned fighting 
forces than did active combat in war. 
 

“Our military leaders despised Trudeau for gutting the 
capacity and the spirit of our fighting forces. “Of all the 
governments we’ve had, the one that considered 
Canada’s defense least is the Trudeau government.” 
(Vice Admiral J.C. O’Brien). Jack Granastein, Professor 
Emeritus of History at York University – “Trudeau was 
anti-military (and) without a doubt, Pierre Trudeau killed 
the Canadian Forces.” (Bob Plamondon, The Truth 
About Trudeau, 2013). 

 
E. C. Manning, at 34, was the youngest man in the 
government, and in the Legislature. Initially, he sought 
advice from older men in the Cabinet, but the final 
decision would be his, and the older men went along with 
his judgment. As Leader, many noted the similarity 
between his and Mr. Aberhart’s voices. But that is where 
the similarity ended. Their personalities were in so many 
ways, opposites. Yet, Ernest was loyal to his best friend 
to the end. Both of them can be credited with helping lift 
Alberta out of the ravages of the Great Depression. 
  
Manning’s defining characteristics as described by his 
closest colleagues were as follows: 
  

● Preferred peace but would not back away from a fight; 
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● Would not lose his temper under provocation, 
sometimes saying with a tightened mouth, “Well now, I 
don’t think I would have done it just that way;” 
● Was not a talker but a listener – saying, “You can’t learn 
anything when you’re talking;” 
● Would argue the other side of a question even if he 
agreed with you; 
● Was diplomatic rather than dogmatic; 
● Instead of saying, “I’m going,” and go, he would say, 
“I’d like to get there,” and usually did; 
● Won friends and influenced people by his listening ear, 
cool perception and sound judgment; 
● Was a good administrator and delegator of authority; 
● In judging people, trusting; his close associates said, 
“He doesn’t suspect people of being what they CAN be;”  
● One minister said, “He’s got one of the most analytical 
minds in the province and has a phenomenal capacity for 
details. He’s got to see the end from the beginning;” 
● And, most interesting of all, he had a sense of humor 
in the midst of politics. 

 
E. C. Manning’s ministers ran their departments without 
interference, but sought his advice because of his 
penetrating analysis. They were free to discuss things in 
public which were not yet government policy. No one 
called him Ernie except his brothers. One minister 
remarked how a brief with 40 recommendations had 
been prepared for weeks, all questions were considered 
and it was then shown to the Premier. He remarked, “I 
agree with 38 of the sections, but if you do this the end 
result will be so-and-so. If you do that, the end result 
will be such-and-such.” 
 
The Premier was deeply interested in how things 
worked, mechanically and otherwise. When he bought a 
car he wanted to know everything about it. When he 
toured a new hospital, the Premier would likely spend 
most of his time in the boiler room, peering at the 
gauges and asking how they work. Experience in five 
ministries namely; Provincial Secretary, Trade and 
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Industry, Provincial Treasurer, Mines and Minerals and 
Attorney General, gave him a detailed knowledge of 
government. Premier Manning acted also as Alberta’s 
Attorney General from 1955 until his retirement in 1968.  
 
Before Manning talked he knew what he was going to 
say, and had figured out what peoples’ responses would 
be to what he said. At any official function he was the 
one who typically made the only clear, coherent and 
connected one hour speech from a single page of 
apparently disconnected words on a single sheet of 
paper. 
 
E. C. MANNING’S CHRISTIAN FAITH AND SERVICE 
 
Mr. Manning left home at age 19 in 1927 to make 
prophetic Bible teaching his life work. He had no 
inclination to politics but was swept into government on 
the merits of William Aberhart’s firey political appeals 
during the Great Depression. He had been saved as a 
teenager under Mr. Aberhart’s preaching and held 
fundamental Baptist doctrines as did his predecessor. He 
was motivated by a desire to show people that the Bible 
offers a guide to life; the present life and the one after, 
and that the study of the prophecies is a fascinating 
intellectual pursuit. He was a man of God first of all – 
and a politician second. Like Mr. Aberhart he had no 
hesitation to make his Christian faith and beliefs known 
in all areas of life, both political and civilian. He stated,  
 

“Your faith had to influence your politics, your business 
and your religion. And if it did, you ought to say so.” (B. 
Brennan, 2008).  

 
So much for today’s timid leaders who skirt around the 
bush and try to avoid making definite statements on 
faith-based social conservative values and verities. 

SAMPLE PAGES 



“FORTRESS AMERICA” UNDER SIEGE 

30 

Magazines called E. C. Manning, “the pole thin Premier 
who sells oil with the Bible in one hand.” When heckled 
in the early days about mixing religion and politics he 
would answer without anger that religion is not 
something that should be taken down from the shelf on 
Sundays. He would go on to say you can’t divorce 
spiritual values from the things of everyday life, and that 
a right relationship with God must precede a right 
relationship with man. While he insisted that religion 
cannot be kept out of politics, he kept politics out of 
religion. His Christian sincerity was proven by the 
consistency of his Bible extension work from 1930, when 
he began broadcasting with William Aberhart, and 
onward long after his retirement from politics in 1968. 
He had a particular fondness for the great evangelist, 
the Apostle Paul, and used only the KJV Bible. 
 
Following are a few of many examples of Premier 
Manning’s involvement in the spiritual needs of 
Albertans and all Canadian citizens. 
  
PREMIER SPEAKS AT YOUTH FOR CHRIST RALLY 

 
Alberta’s Premier Manning delivered a stirring challenge 
to Youth at Calgary’s large Youth for Christ rally in 
Western Canada High Auditorium on Saturday night, 
September 25th. Mr. Manning pointed the young folk to 
the one Straight Gate, Jesus Christ, found in Matthew 
7:13-14, through which all may pass if they would have 
everlasting life and a happy and successful journey here 
below. 
 
“In spite of his many heavy duties as Chief Administrator 
of the Province, Mr. Manning never fails to grasp an 
opportunity to preach the Gospel wherever an opening 
presents itself, and to lend his active support to any and 
all organizations which he believes are faithfully 
preaching and teaching the Word of God in these last 
days.” 
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