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PREFACE’

TiE question has been asked why the present is called a “Plain Commen-
tary;”” and what is precisely meant by ¢ devotional reading.” If the writer
had been further called upon to explain why the quotations prefixed to his
work express veneration for antiquity, he would have been furnished with all
the heads requisite for those few introductory remarks which it has been his
desire, all to offer on the completion of his work.

CompjinQis #ftcn made of the want of an English Commentary on Holy
t to be denied that, in the department of Exegesis, our
e is exccedingly deficient. Dut it seems to be not always

Scriptur it

Theological
remembered by tl complain, that students of the Bible are not all in
search of exactly

1. Thus, therc are
scarcely be supposed that they ndllurr an inspired Work. They treat
it exactly as if it were an ordi To be warned against some
translation : to have the events

order; and to understand the

popular mistake : to be furnished
which it records, reduced to true
allusions to manners, and natural pheRgmena:—such scem to be the chief
objects of their desire. Readers of this class find writers of their own mental
complexion : writers, who can be eloquent enough g the Pharisees and
Sadducees ; indeed, who have much to say on the s *’ Jewish antiquities
mmunicative
s of modern

generally ; are very exact in speaking of the Herods; ver
concerning the geography of Palestine, and the ob

travellers; but who have little to communicate besides. T make
it a point of honor to be very dry on points of living interést eify chief
concern seems to be, to be safe. On every deep doctrinal s t

affect at once the brevity and the ambiguity of an ancient oracl ch
writers are singularly prone to evacuate every profounder revelationNgf the

SririT, by a shallow suggestion as to its probable meaning ; or they pass It
without a syllable of comment. DMeanwhile, they compound for their silen
when they should have spoken out, by many an useless remark on what is
perfectly plain already; many a clumsy paraphrase of statements which
require no paraphrase at all.  We hear it sometimes said by readers of truer
instinets, or who have been better taught, that such Commentaries ¢ always
tell them everything except the precise thing which they desire to know.”

2. There is again another kind of Commentary which may be said to address

# [This Preface in the Oxford edition, was printed in connection with St. John’s Gospel.]
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ittty o2 27 e Tt ~lme what ver is of o practie. ] dharet e
it hns To whtr vb o e llch the une ntroverted 1o e Ty tes
it fati y oot edione on of ol D B ult” L or t the di eonvery of now
oh Th 1 wrn Dt eowill Sl hiv pa e with adiseortation abont wodat
ent rint historiead sidatdo an the <lightest provoeation ; try the prtience of
an e loary roclor byt tedions disenssion of avarious re ding; or by aiuving
atexatr <in poonts of purcdy techunieal ar seicntifie interost,—on which, after
ull, nethine of avital charucter can be said to depend. Tt might relly ceem
as if it wore never onee snspecte I by writers of this elass that the conducet of
7. ~cheensin elimbing the syeamore tree, is a far wore intcresting matter than
th y =mmore tree into which he elimbad s that everything which our Savionr

<iifd 10 ten tin important as the dialeet in which e said it But, to do

th 1 /n vt vriters do not dicn their Tabours for the general reader;

nd t

ve produced a complete Commentary.  Whatever their
(whygch are yetvery important in their way,) are sa pecu-
ey way well be congidered to form a class apart.
b o hivzher order in the same field, whosc eriti-
] thinegs) they are intent on noticing the
Q ired pages. .\ rare word,—an unigue

this it is which chiefly delichts many

cism i mostly phalolo gl
grammatical peeuliarities

readors of the Gospel. Tt is in son

to ¢ pproach the Book ot Life, Tl

Seripture when they have tran<lated it My, and established the inewredct-
uws of our Enslishe Version, Let it not Bgthonght for an instant that we are

will b+ oy rlonked by none who value the Trath, Tt
our very ac printane s with those sacred Oracles for vy profess <y much
yetion, that
And not

only (o, It their authors may surely be charged with dealings wy k ur

reard. But it may surely be declared, without fear of ¢
Commentaries of this ¢lass are addressed exclusively to th

shell only, which contains the truit. - They do not even profess rgehfthe

kernel. They seem ~eldom, if ever, to tonch the liri.

For i it not the simple fat, that after historieal eriticism, and s¢}
skill, nn 1 eeeo reaphical inve tiation, and antiguarian sagacity, and even
arlil ¢ anoen, have all dene their part towards the elueidation of the <icre
txt,—in vory many in tinees, the wark of the Comme ntutor Tons yot o begin?
T« ot the labour of Fx ecsis quite o distinet matter?  When St John deliv-
or Dhis Divine Gespel into the hands of his awe-strnek discipl <o what kind of
rom rheare we to uppese that the Apostle and Evanzelist made upon his
Waork? Did he in truet them in the for o of the tireek article 7(a) or roecn-
cile his hoar 4 with the > of the othor Bvan wodi t4? 0 Did he tell them what
the Jow momt by yvineto Piate, It e not Liwtul for us taput ny nan
tode th?" )oroxpl inam whatwon they propo cd o ot the Passaver,”"(«f)

A\l tn 1 th ~LJ ha xvo o, Sie doJ e L
S PO I T SR TTH () StJdolin xve ON,
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more than six hours after the Passover had been eaten by our Lorn?  Not so !
It is at least very hard to belicve that the Evangelist’s remarks would have
been of this character. Truc indeed it is that neither was it perhaps altogether
necessary, in their case, that he should have discussed such cuestions with
them. But then, did not his Gospel require a Commentary ? If Jews required
to have their understandings opened,(¢) in order that they might understand
the writings of the Old Testament, do not Christians require some enlighten-
ment in order that they may understand the writings of the New? What kind
of remarks, then, (to repeat the question,) are we to suppose that the inspired
Evangelist St. John would have made upon his éwn Work? Would he not
rather have explained to His disciples the prophetic import of our SavIOUR’s
Miracles 7 and the meaning of certain of His Discourses ? and why he had him-
self made s emphatic mention of the Water and the Blood which flowed
from the side of his Lord? and something about our SAvIour’s
appearandes afifer
believe conceyug
Gospel at all, hisr

4. And this briffg
tary which attempts t
least, never fails to call a

was risen from the dead? In short, we are pronec to
. John, that if he made any Commentary on his own
ere made in the way of Iuterpretation of it.
ally to the notice of that truest style of Commen-
¢ difficult places of Holy Scripture ; or, at
them. I/e alone, in strictness, deserves
the name of a Commentatof] wh tagfprets the profounder statements of the
SrirIT: who is at least suggestive, gfhere he cannot be altogether explanatory ;
or admits that there is somethingSw the s

text which calls aloud for expla-
le¥to explain it. Such a writer
will gratefully avail himself of all subsWliary helps; but he will endeavour to
Leep steadily in view that the labours of critics and philologers are but means
to an end ; not the end itself.—It is manifest then, tl ¢ arc now making
allusion to a style of Commentary entirely different er of the former.
We are, in short, describing such a Commentary as few
producing : for it demands, in the first place, entire fanyids

nation, even while he confesses himse

faith have delivered on the subject of Holy Seripture ;—req¥ir
in themselves, imply considerable learning. Next, there should

judice ; and a subwmissive spirit, capable of prolonged and calm investigatio
When all these gualifications are united, very little will yet be achieved, unle
there be present a certain amount of that Tkeological instinct, in which it must
be confessed that the moderns are, for the wmost part, lamentably deficient.
Without this instinet, this attribute of a Theologicul mind, learning does but
encumber : imagination does but mislead : modesty, candor, even holiness
itself, must all prove unavailing.

5. There is yet another class of readers who resort to Holy Scripture neither

(¢) St. Luko xxiv. 45.
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to cnticis ity histurieal statrments, nor to ae juaint themselves with it- lin-
gui ti - difliculti ~, noryee to have its hard places expliined to them.  They
raalthe i <1 chidfly £ their gouls’ health, They regard it as their daily
braal,an bd penlon it for their daily portion.  They rather shrink from a
diss rtati moupon a difficulty, us they would from a domestic quarrd. They
don tewrs ty be told about the idiom of the Fvamgelist; and are rather
ambrye D than oth rwisyy at tinding thet the Boalish Version of his Gospel
requir s correction. They are quite content with it, as it i, But if it must
be eorreet 1, (- y they) Tt it be dme only in case of great emergeney; and
then, in the fawest possible words. In their simplicity, perhaps in their ieno-
rane®, they do but desire to lay their hand on the Bonk of Life, as the poor

woman Liid her gamgd on the hem of Curist’s garment; and they know that

virtue moest i to heal them.  Nay, they only value the clncidation of
s to minister to edification.  Those readers who,
till lately, were driven to the pages of Doddridge or Reott, may be
cxs, the class of readers of whom we are more
in a devotional spirit, and look for practical
ast they wizh to be assisted in drawing
inferene s from it which ma licir own daily lite and conver-ation.—
This, then, is a fifth and a Ji¥hnet f Connnentary; and we will not
attempt to define any further.

Of the five classes which we have Qscri

modcrn in their spirit; the wrowth of a

It would, in the first place, be so exceedingly lengthy ;" and,
it would be so exeeedingly miscellancous. The scholar w

had no leisure s the devotional reader would complain that he wad¥o
rupt «d by learned discus<ions for which he had no relish. Students of

exe slingly shallow, tineiful and ridiculons. Tt is conedivable that their
busin  -like method would be yet more rudely characterized in return; an
P rhaps, with better show of reason. In <hort, it is jmpossible (o ¢mtrive a
Comm ntary which shall meet the requirements of ey class of readers; and
L who umlertahes the diffiealt task of writing a Connmentary at all, must make
up hi< mind beforehied ag to whom he Jroposes to teach; and what sort of
informatic n Le intends chidfly to convey.

The prosont writer, then, did not design his work in the first inst. nee for
eritiwal v vler @ still 1oos did e fecd that he was addrossins seholars, on their
own groun | least of all will his pages prove congenial to those who study the
Giospel in a e utroversial spirit. Without by any means ¢omscionsly avoi ling
real dithenlties of uny kind, or (as he hopes) overlooking the results of sacred
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criticism, he desired rather to exhibit the results of learned inquiry, than to
expose the process by which those results may be arrived at. He chiefly
aimed at affording unlearned readers some real insight into the Gospel : and he
called his work ¢“a Plain Commentary,” not because it pretends to make every-
thing in the Gospel plain; nor yet because the language is always such as a
wholly uneducated person can understand : but because it contains no words of
Greek or Latin,—no allusions which are beyond the reach of an educated
person.

Next,~—to mark his intention yet more fully,—the writer ventured to add
that his Book was “intended chiefly for devotional reading.” He meant
thereby, that although he wished that what he wrote might prove useful to
learned and unlearned readers, alike; to old and young, wise and simple, the

teacher a e taught ;—his notes were yet chiefly intended for those who
study t sp#l in a devotional frame of mind; who read it in order to live
by it; ile they read, to have their attention aroused, their heart

informed, a

It will be seen hat has thus been offcred, that the writer’s design
was chiefly to ex¥] bined features of those Commentaries which be-
gses above described. He has already stated
that the clder expositox '@ re seem to have all written with the same
intention; and he likes ¥ helfa®€ gt his labours will be found to bear some
general resemblance to theirs, as

nical difficulties,—to be diffuse where 1mportant doctrine was involved; or
where, in the course of the narrative, they encountere tements which could
be turred to the reader’s profit. They never slu Holy ground. To
detect remote allusions,—to evolve unsuspected meaniligs, vindicate the
importance of supposed trifles ;—this was all their car did not append
to the inspired pages a series of unconnected notes, to be efe o by the
reader, or not, at his pleasure: but rather, they discours on thdiGospel,
connectedly,—breaking off only to introduce the words of 110 nd
proceeding again with their running comment.

As for the matter of the ancient writers,—it was, to say the trufly selflo
altogether new. Novelty, in fact, seems to have formed no distinct Pafy o
their plan. 7Truth,—the handing down of Divine Truth,—was their gheat
object. To transmit, pure and unpolluted, the current of primitive doctrine ;
and to extend and enlarge Man’s knowledge of the Divine Oracles; was the busi-
ness of each of the Fathers in turn. To the very full did they admit, (as their
writings prove,) that striking sentiment of a great modern Doctor, that ‘it is not
at all incredible that a Book, which has been so long in the possession of man-
kind, should contain many truths as yet undiscovered.”(/) Far from being

(f) Bishop Butler.
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servile copyists, the mo t fnous of them were great and original thinkers:
Lol I in thair speculations; often to the verge of raslincss; o0 singular in their
Inter) retations, as sometimes tyincur the charge of extravagance or purility.
But they knew how to make amends for their oceasicnal fulls, by many a flizht
like the eagle’s. I the maanwhile, they showed clearly by the general resem-
blane  of their methol of handling Divine Truth, that thoy were not solitary
and independent dreamers,—like the modern Gernnansg and the disciple of the
Gorman School among ourselves,  Re:verene not timidity ; sound The lo_ieal
trainiug, not imbecility of wit; uade them—what they are. AL this admits
of casy illustration ; and the subject i sat once sv interesting and so important,
that we =hall venture to invite the reader’s attention to the following cxtract

from Jerome's ot to his Commentary on St Mathew :—

which you may earry with you in your approaching
ictual for the voyage.  Your pertinacity in reguest-
ing such a Commenta d in extent yet pregnant in matter, surprises

me; and sure am [ tl remembered the answer T made you, you

«In the first place, it is d
written ubout the Gospels. Far morg

heult, sceondly, is the effort of judu-
ument which is required to make a sefgion oj t is best in cach. T admit

of the Latins,

| certain-

deserve attention.  But you require me, in the space of two weellf,
the close of Lent, while the winds are blowing,—to dictate : thu¥ alfowing
thne for the labour of writing, of correeting, of transeribing,—esRgia
the case of one like mysclf; who for three months have been so il that
scarcely yet begun to walk about again. The length of time allowed me i<

the short works of Hilary, of Victorinus, and of Fortunatianis.

ly, even a little, picked out of the Commentaries of such

adequate to the mazguitnde of the undertaking.

*The result has been, that, laying nside all consideration of ancient author-
ities; (whom T have no opportunity either to read or to follow,) 1 have merely
attempted a brief historieal exposition; (the thing which you said you wished
for most ;) into which 1 have oceasionally interwoven the flowers of s iritual
interpretation. .\ perfect work 1 reserve for a future opportunity.”  So far
Jerome.

The intercnees which way b drawn from this single passage are ndither fow
nor inconsidcrable,

For (Ist,) here is one writing w short Commentary on St. Matthew, in A, D,
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398, whose direct qualification for the task is found to consist in his acquaint-
ance with what six Greek and three Latin Fathers have already written on the
same subject; and he insinuates that, under ordinary circumstances, he should
have felt it his duty to study a// the Commentators, before venturing to put
forth a new Commentary of his own.

2ndly, Jerome further implies that in the composition of such a Commen-
tary, his special business would have been to exhibit the cream of what others
had written. His labour would have lain rather in the judicious selection of
ancient materials, than in the invention of fresh ones.

Srdly, The writers which he enumerates flourished from about A. ». 175 to
about A.». 370. There is therefore nothing to prevent the oldest of them,
(Theophilus, Bp. of Antioch,)(y) from having conversed in his youth with a
man who foggany years had been a disciple of St. John. That the next in
order ofyti Tippolytus,) had conversed with Irenzeus, who remembered
olycarp,—is matter of history.
able that the writers whom Jerome names were even more
widely severed in f locality, than in respect of date. Thus Origen
studied at Alexa . the catechetical School of which famous city,
Didymus also preside ilus was Bishop of Antioch in Syria: Hippo-
lytus was Bishop of To car Whome; and Theodorus filled the see of his
inarius, again, presided over the Church
Bishop of Poictiers, is a noble represen-
tative of the teaching of the Gaffgcan C . Victorinus and Iortunatianus
were Africans; but the latter was a Aquileia in Ttaly. Although

cannot be thought that their several productions were the growth of « single
school. The reverse is the fact.
5thly, It should be observed, in the last place, t
ries thus enumerated, only one, (that of Hilary,) a®
Origen’s,) arc any longer known to be in existence.
We lesitate not to avow, that the general impression whi iive from
such a survey of a single instance, is highly favourable to th

¢ nine Commenta-
angther, (namely,

expositions of Holy Scripture on our reverent attention.
extravagant theory on this subject. e are well aware that the
no authoritative Tradition, to guide them in the general work of Interfyetat
Concerning Doctrine, indeed, there was such a prevailing Tradition : coReegi-
ing the meaning of single texts, there was not. The Fathers are observed$o
reason about the sense of Scripture exactly as we ourselves reason at the pre-
sent day : they never pretend to knowledge derived from any private source;
and, of really difficult places, (such as abound in the Discourses of our Lorbp,)
there are not unfrequently to be met with as many expositions as there are
(9) The general argument will not be at all affected by the admission,—which ought perhaps

in fairness to be made,—that it has been doubted whether the work which Jerome herc alludes
to was the genuine production of the Father whose name it hore.
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expe~itors. &) But while all this iv fredy granted, it is yet climal o qually
true that a ¢eneral consent of Patl ers on great ~ubje ts is ob rvabl e as the
refurenc s of St Johu dii t Hely Bapti w,(¢7) aml v noof St Jolnvic t the
Ioly Bu harist. Yot further, where the Fathers are not uw mim us :5 to
wch et is the preciss mystical weming of any given transaction, (as thatre orded
in St.Johin aix. S E) they are novertheless guite unauimous inrououn ing
that th passize Zees a mystical peaningz. Thore is uot oo of then wl o would
subs rile to th doctrine of the Rev. Albert Barnes, which we have ¢ nsigned
to the fo t of the puge.(y) Alove all, there is a fumily res -mblance in the
e th #0 of all aucient expositions of 1loly Seripture whi-h vimlicate for then,
Lowcver remotely, a common origin : a resemblance in the general Lan iline of

the inspire 1) which can only be satisfactorily cxplained by suy posing that

the rewote, ull was the oral teachiug of the Apostles themselves. For

arly Christians would have been so forgetful of the

tion of so much as ner of it,—should have lingered on fur a hundred
years aftcr the deat f the Apostles; down to the time when Ori-
gen, for example, was a 3 : Tteannot be! 1€ the Twalve Lad indeed
pyings of our Blesscd Saviotg, in the
1y one believe that, at the cnd of cne

Fagt and of the West, of the Nrth

manner cf the Rev. Albert IX¥rncs)
or two centuries, Christian writers ¢
and of the South, could have all B
style ~» very dissimilir from that of th dcal expositor 7 Nethine short
of a gencral conspiracy in the Church, Mya special iracle, would suflice to
acccunt for so radical a diserepancy.

We hielieve, then, that ancient guide. sare more trusty on holy crounl,

than the mod rus.  Our reasuns for thinking so, mor now bethre the
reader. The remarkable g e rad consent,—the occasional particdgs ¢ n-ant,—
sani 1 riod
B ~(m)

in Cyprug,—Ambrose(n) at Milun,—John Chrysostom(v) at Y\iffioch.—@cr-

(h) L.g.on Stodohn xiiie 310 xx. 17,

(«) “ofall tien civnl . (.ays Iy ker.) ““there is not one tu 1 ¢ named that ever the
wi o ditter oxpound oralege the place than as implying external Baptism.”

(y) It i« prol ble, though it i not certuinly exyressed, that the left gide was i rocl 1y

thespaars 1uis evident that the spear reached the heart. . ... Tho heart is surr «llyan
mombr te callel tie poricandiom. T niembeano containe a scrus matt ror lipn rr -
Lhing w et r,which jr veat the surfn c of the heart from beconing dry by it ecnts u t'n,
[tw ti sdlickewa |7 rev Lot 1 fr m which the water fluweld.  The point of t ral »
revch 1o eof the ve tricl  of the beris nndd the blowd, yet warm, rushed t rth v ¢ ]
with, or £ we b by, the water of the pericardinig; so aa o app arto S Aoto 1 ol

wal rto gt »tir. Thi wa aa.teral offeet, and woull €1 win aay tore
Ob erv h»wqrery thrque i mi 1v 27 lin the ex rdinm of this dre ry | very
intr 11 ti nof whi b, in this place, secms to demnand an apol gy,
(k) OFC are oAb Soo—370, ({) Of Nazinorue, A, 1. 305=3.0: of Ny Lo 0L
(#1) A D SGT—103, (n) A b 3T0—307. (¢) A1, 1—{L7.
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ome( p) in Palestine,—Augustine(q) in Africa,—and Cyril(r) at Alexandria ;}—
this fact strikes us as a phenomenon truly extraordinary. But when we further
discover that it was the practice of those early commentators to borrow largely
from their predecessors,—so that, in nine cases out of ten, the author is only
handing down to us what another author had first handed down to him ; when
we can sometimes even trace the footprints of expositors back to the very age
of the Apostles themsclves, or the age which immediately succeeded theirs ;—
our surprise at their general coincidence of teaching, assumes the form of defer-
ence, and respect for their opinions. The phenomenon, we perceive, admits
of only one explanation; and these venerable writers command at once the
homage of our hearts, and the allegiance of our understandings.

Tor,—Ilet it be asked in the next place,— What claims on our respect and

attention he moderns, as yet, cstablished? When the modern method
differs ffo ancient, on what grounds do the moderns recommend their
conclusi ougceeptance ! The advances which have been made in

Scholarship
these are to inves
of it; any more
because they have
have rendered the ind
falsified the first principles o
moderns handle the sacred writj
their distinctive method by a sin@
we should apply to it. Were we in
would be shallowness: if a third, arrogaRge. When the Gospels are in question,
we read perpetually of the ¢ dislocations,” the ¢inaccurate memories,”” and the
“mistakes” of ¢“the Synoptists.” The ‘“honesty” o
vindicated, or the ‘“candour” of professing ¢wi

ciepee cannot be alleged in their behalf. Precious helps

rovements in the construction of telescopes,
inted with so many unsuspected wonders,

er mathematicians. How then do the
s? Ceggainly, if we wanted to characterize

assign a second characteristic, it

sed “imposters” is
pointed out. (It

would never be imagined that the Gospel of JEsts CHRIST the matter in
debate ! the Apostles of THE LaMB, the subjects of exa ). ..The very
origin of the Gospels has proved a fruitful source of prolongfd espe-
cially among our German neighbours, who seem to have takenfithe ‘ ngythical
narratives” vulgarly ascribed to St. Matthew, St. Mark, St. Luk t

under their especial patronage and protection. Here, the alarmingg# 0

Eichorn, Biisching, Vogel, Ammon, Gratz, Ziegler, Weber, Berthold, Hug,
Kuinoel, Gieseler, Fritzche, De Wette, Liicke, Schleiermacher, Paulus ¢hd
Strauss, represent the combatants in the internecine strife. In the words o

great and lamented writer(s), (to whose memory the living representatives of
this motley crew must bear no particular good-will ;) — ¢ Hypothesis here has
been knocked down by hypothesis, till the Gospels must begin to feel them-
selves in a very awkward condition. If they were not written independently,
—and that is flatly denied; if one was not copied from another,—and that is

(p) A.D. 363—430. The date of his Commentary on St. Matthew was A. D. 308,—according
to Clinton, whose dates are here followed. (9) A.D. 386—430. (r) A.D. 412—444,
(8) The Rev. Hugh James Rose.
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alnst given ap; if they were not derived from a single common docun ent,—
an | that is growing out of fashion; if oral tradition docs net aceount for th ir
coinebl nees,—and we are as ured that it cannot; at least we may flattor our-
sclves that they have not many further chanees of eseape. The meth d of
exhaustion has almost done its work.  The last hypothesis, which we think
ncither the Gospels nor vur raaders can possibly wvoid, will Le, that, in spite
of sean cevidence from our senses, they were neser written at all. This con-
clusion will e a most valuable adjunct to certain other great diseoveries of
the day, and will show in a mo-t striking manner the march of intelleet, and
our inealenlable superiarity to our gro=> and ignorant forefuth rs.”

In the department of sacred Exegesis, the writers for whom we avow so
little partialit
some deep

car to us scarcely less objectionuble. Do we encounter

our Lorb? They explain it at once away. Ts our atten-

tion arreste y~terious transaction?  The meaning of it ix forth-

with laborivusly Commentators of this modern school present us

largely with negative 51 and delight in the remarks and the raason-

ings which they ten

But, (what scems unfortunate,) they
can never so much as g ong themselves, as to the very authen-
ticity of the reeord they prdfe rate !

Schott and Liicke, we are inforiiicgfl * occupy a prominent place ameng
those scholars who deny the autheng whole of the Just chapter™ ...

of St. JJohn's Gospel. Kuinoel and

P10 and even the

language itself presents no distinguizhable difference
composition.” (Hlow cundid and considerate of Messig

of every known wavuseript of a Gospel ) Olzhansen, ho
gests that perhaps all that Messicurs Schott and Licke mea
some definite person, such as the presbyter Joling for example, o
one unknown, was the author of the chapter.”  (What a satisfacti

at all eventy that somcbody else,— “some definite per.on,”  —kin lly wrote 1t
for him %) . ... Ol hausen’s own private dictum, in the meantime, is that © the
only result of the numerous investigations of this subjeet which commends
itself to the understanding, und iy confirmel wore anl more by inquiry, is
that which rezards the last tiro vors s only as not having been written Iy St
John"  In this charming forbearance towards the Fvangelist, Tholuck agrees
with Olshau u. Bat, (says the latter,) the tirst half of the chapter *appears
poor and maaningle <" —unle ¢ we adept the symbolieal interpretation of the
Fathers, Tt heeome dse, “a longthen d unmeaning proface.” Notso! (ex-
claims nn amiable and Lighly aceomplished living writcr of our own; a digni-
tary tou, and one whose writings are held in much steam z) such ©a length-



PREFACE. X111

ened allegory” is “wholly uncongenial to the usual spirit of St. John’s
Gospel.”  The minuteness which Olshausen finds so ¢ poor and meaningless,”
may be accounted for by supposing that St. John ¢delighted to record, or
that the inquiring disciples would not pause in their questions till they had
received, the whole account, even down to the minutest outward details.”’(¢) . ..
Well, (eries the perplexed student,) on ¢Ais head, I may perhaps be permitted
to think for myself. Suffer me at least to believe on your authority, that St.
John wrote the last chapter of his own Gospel !|— Alas, even this miserable
solace is denied. ¢There are not wanting,” (says the oracle,) ““indications that
the actual composition of it is by another hand than that of the Evangelist
himself.” (And here he refers, in a note, to the aforesaid Liicke.) ¢ But
these difficulties in the outward details of this chapter,” (he continues,) “are
not incomfatMle with the belief that we have, if not the very words, at least

mmediately after Lis death by the Lphesian disciples; but

»

.. .. Can it be necessary to point out that con-

may not, by any
tion nor indulgenc

urtesy, be called,) are entitled neither to atten-
Y arning the authors of them may possess;
philosophers they may and scholars too; but are such eriticisms

worthy of Thcoloyians? Arc thesgfabove all, to be the guides of poor souls

hungering for the bread of lifegrcaching out for a hand which may sustain
their tottering feet, and conduct
lasting felicity 7’ (u)

Thus much, then, on the subject of aiient and modern expositors. And nou,
the reasoning will sufficiently appear why we have prefixed to our poor endea-

vours, two uotations expressing our own adherencg

remains to speak a little more particularly about wifat g

If, after all that has been offered in a preceding pag
objected that the present Commentary is not ¢ plain” éfou
the author will but say in his own defence, that he found i
sible to say what he wanted to say in much ecasier language.
paradox, but it is obviously true, that very often, in order to -
culty, things must be said which a wholly unlearned person will
more difficult than the thing to be explained. To be rather shallow
to be very transparent, formed no part of the writer’s plan.

(t) “Elsewhere so unusual in St. John's Gospel,”—adds the writer : whether justly or not, let
the readers of St. John’s Gospel deelare. Consider the following places: chap. ii. 1 to 10: vi.
3to I4: viii. 1 to 11: xi. 18 to 44 : xiii. 4 to 12: xviii. I to 18: xix. 17 to 42: xx. 3 to 8.

(%) It would, of course, have been easy to adduce far more flagrant instances of licentiousness,
from writers of less respectability than Olshausen, (whose work on the Gospels is full of merit,)
and the estcemed author of “Sermons and Essays on the Apostolic age,”—if the present writer
had desired. What has thus been adduced is mercly offered as a favourable specimen of the
language of @ school,—the growing popularity of which, among our own people, no thoughtful
man can witness without anxiety and apprehension. Pushed to its extreme development, such
a method must lead inevitably to aberrations as miserable as those of Paulus and Strauss.
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And yet, after a large admission of this kind has been made, he is deeply
convineed that what he has written will be found us ful to readers of a hunble
class; that ¢l s, in short, whose needs he had cliefly in view when he {ret
took up his pen. \o Commentary, of course, can reach the unletterel hind
who is scarecly able to decipher the sacred text. It is useless to attempt to
write books for porsons who cannot read. But there is n large, and rpidly
inereasing class of readers, who, however imperfeetly educated, can yet very
well pick out the meaning of such remarks as are chictly met with iu theso
pages.  The writer hax had many opportunities already of convineing himeelf
of thix fact; and because he has cherished the lope to the very last of being
usctul to such
shall be ¢

crsons, lie has invariably contrived that every siugle chupter

tract.—InQard@nll schools,—in the hands of the teachers and the elder chil-
dren, especi? vork will surely be found useful! Is it beyond the
capacity of the domestic servants ? of small traders, and artisans?
It is even thought

sent, expecially if it

Something <hould be said
writer has availed himsclf, in the st nunmer, of whatever he has at any
time met with, which he thought
somcthing from the most modern as
from the excellent < Annotations' of 1pLonsdale aud Archdeacon Hale,
as readily as from the precious fragments®f writers of the second century :
from Bishop Audrewes, (an expositor of Seripture secongdo noue in ancicent

or modern times ;) Bishop Pearson; Dr. WL Mill,

liams; as freely as from Augustine, amd Chrysosto®) anSa@®yril,

te him reaxonable and right, morcover, when he met wi
appeared to him felicitously expressed by another writer, to TNt ¢ is-
sage in that writer's actual words; not to vary the language, i
the scutiment look like his own.  This will account for the nu
tions which will Le found in the cusuing pages.  But it may be n
remind the unlearned reader that he is not to suppose, whenever the &
modern author is thus invoked, that the sentiment quoted iy therefore peed
to that author.  The great value of such expositors as Andrewes wnd Pears
and Mill is ruther of the opposite kind; namely, that those wen were so deeply
imbned with the spirit of Patristic interpretation ; had read the Fathars so
largely, and to such good purpose; that they were for ever ropraducing the
ancient muld the trne expositions of Goo's Word.  Refer to the commentarics
of Angustine and Chrysostom, on laying down Awdrewes or Mill, and yon
recoguize & hundred expressions immediately,—the germ of nany a thought
which thow men have gracefully or learne lly expanded, and made 1'nlin-ly
their own. But indeed it is searecly needful to nmke the reference. The
fragrance of the honey proclaims plainly cnough where the bees have hecn

fee ling. . . .. The chicef value of such writings, then, proceeds from the very
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circumstance which imparts such singular importance to the writings of the
ancients themselves, —as was explained above, in the instance of Jerome:
with this memorable difference, however,—namely, that almost all those very
ancient Books have long since perished which supplied Augustine, and Chryso-
stom, and Cyril, and the rest, with their materials; and further, that the best
of the moderns are but learners in a School where they filled professorial
chairs. Should it not, however, be cheerfully allowed that there arises at least
one important counterbalancing consideration, when an ancient exposition is
thus re-produced by a modern Doctor; namely, that the sentiment thereby
obtains the sanction of an independent mind, — trained under different influ-
ences, and furnished with all the appliances of modern learning ; superior it
may be in judgment, and not unfrequently superior in power ;—after having

stood the tffin8ordeal of at least fifteen hundred years? — It may be stated,

nt and modern, which he had at command, but that he
sule of brevity; in order to produce a Commentary
¢ was thus often «/r«id to consult fresh authorities;
segpen with regret. At the same time, the reader

n offered on any given subject, unless he

the ample
prescribed to
within moderate i
and has always laic
will not be aware lhow

will be at the pains to refey rected, from one part of the Commentary

to another. This operation may ve troublesome; but a system of cross
the same statements were to be
¢ work. The materials have

st judgment; and the Commen-

references was clearly unavoidab

repeated again and again in differer
been distributed, according to the wri
tary on each chapter has been made as reMlable, and it is hoped as interesting,
as the narrow limits would allow.

The assistance which has been derived from livi

hors has been so
sion to it is the
owledge his

oral obligations to the IRev. Charles Marriott,—whose d8 and conversa-
tion has been to him a perpetual Commentary on the Gospel.
Very delightful, lastly, — (why should the writer be ashanigd nfess

it?) —has been the favourable notice which his labours have

time obtained. Very encouraging have those public and private ex
of approval been, and he is very grateful for them. Very serviceab
have also proved: for indeed the labour of producing even a popular Coli-
mentary, like the present, is excessive, — far surpassing what most person
would suppose; and though, in this instance, the labour has always been its
own abundant and most blessed reward, yet has the writer many a time felt
the need of a little encouragement during the countless weary days and nights
of prolonged mental activity, which he has been compelled to bestow upon his
task,—the difficulties of which he did not by any means foresec when he first
undertook it. The dread of incautiously delivering an unsound, or (Gon for-
bid!) an heretical opinion: the awful responsibility of having undertaken to
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exphin our Savietr's discourses, and a miscrable apprchension at cvery
instint lest he shonll not be explaining them rightly : the constant fuar of
overlooking somcthing of importance, for want of a little more invest votion,—
or let, by yieldins to the xense of weariness and Catizne, he <hould 1+ diing
any part of the work in a slovenly manner :—all this proluced what wo« often
felt to be a painful tension of the critical faculty.  For the sayings of our
Lorp are . deopy(e) and sometimes, o perplexing ;(e) the apparcotly trivial
words of Scripture prove, not nnfrequently, to be <o full of unsusp ct+1 mcan-
ing; o) the common narrative ix €o mysterious and divine ;(r) that no ordinary
vigilance, no ordinary amount of painstaking is necessary on the jart «f a

Comuentat It is a very facile proceeding to say a few woak, lifeless words

abont a t; a very laborivus one to ascertuin what the most judicious

oderns have said concerning it.  Morcover, it demands
rival interpretatior cct what seems to be, upon the whole, the b <t und
to present it to reader in a few plain words.  This kinl of
iree years ;—as well in seasons of sickness
and sorrow, as of health 1id the pressure of other dutics, el riate
and parochial; and (how g those hours which tiop has all tted

to Man for rest; — may well eray, The labour thus

John, together with the fourth, are the least imperfee t of his cntire por-
formance.  Would that the rest were like it!. .. ith, the Commen-

whose Seirrr the (lospel was given '—he desires nothing so liat its
many imperfections may be pardoned : that it may prove of
productive of mischicf to none.

The Author would conelude by gratefully recording that he h
this Commentary, for the most part, in the shelter of a College, —
sioner on the Lounty of one who entered into rest more than tive lun¥l
years azo.  lle has thus endeavoured, (to adopt the lanruage of pions Bish
Horne,) to give the world some acconnt of that time and these apportunitics
which the Providenee of a gracious Gob, and the munificcnce f a picus

Fonnder, have placed within his power.

Oxreonrp, Adugust 21, 1555,

(v) L.g. ST hin xv. 26 and « ¢ xx. 17,—the whole ver e

(v EogoStodohn xov, 2y, pp. €25 20 (¢ g Stolmke, v o1 wil Q.

(+ Eoge StoMat bew . 23:xx 2w St Mark xic 12 0 0L S John, 12, whare ¢
the notces.



A PLAIN COMMENTARY

oN

THE FOUR HOLY GOSPELS.

ST. LUKE.

CHAPTER 1.

1 The Preface of Luke {0 ]d8
tist, 26 and of Curisr.
Curist. 57 T'he nativity and cir;
rias, both of Curisrt, 76 and of,

Gospel. 5 The Conception of John ke DBap-
aflicey of Elizabeth, and of Mary, concerning
weision of John. 67 T'he prophecy of Zacha-

St. LUukE, who wrote his Gospel St. Matthew and St. Mark had
been published, will be found to supplyaany particulars of our Lorp’s life which
the two eariier Evangelists omit. Ile waSydivinely guided to begin his Narrative
from a much earlier period than they; and to “set forth in order” the history of
the Birth, not only of our Blessed Saviour, but of Ilis Fopdennner likewise. It has
been piously, and reasonably thought, that he derived iis information as to
these events, (subject to the suggestions and guidanc
Virgin Mother herself. In the course of this portion®of hiS®&ospel, occur the three
Inspired IIymns which make part of our Daily Service.

t. Luke then proceeds to relate the same events, gene
Matthew and St. Mark ; but always with importunt differences, 1
Tive consecutive chapters, however, (ch. xiil. to ch. xvii.) cont
euliar to the present Gospel.

Though not actually one of the Apostolic body, he seems to ha
witness of many of the events which he describes. (See below, the
3.) And there are places in his Gospel where he has been permitted to
derfully near his Lorp ; as when he describes the mysterious hour of His
the Garden:—xxii. 41 to 46.

ITe begins his Narrative with relating something about himself; his qualificafion
for the work of an Evangelist, and the purpose with which he wrote his Gospel :
where every word is full of wonder, and even of difficnlty. The Reader will also,
(it is trusted,) find that every statement may be turned to edification and delight,
as well.  St. Paul relates(e) that St. Luke was a Physician of the Body. ¢ The
Brother, whose praise is in the Gospel throughout all the Churches,”(d) is found
to have been also a skillful Physician of the Soul.

1, 2 ForasmucH as many have taken in hand to set forth in order a
declaration of those things which are most surely believed among us,

(«) Colossians iv. 14. () 2 Cor. viii. 18,
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cven as they delivered them unto us, which from the beginning were
eye-witnesses, and ministers of the Word:

Thew first four verses are called the  Preface” 1o St Luke Gospel: from which,
wo learn many things of importance; as, first, that there wasn time when, from
the report of eye-witnesses, many narratives of our Lonw's Life, Lesides the four
which we 1w possess, had been commiitted to writing, - But obsceve,—their Au-
thors hal ** takeen in hand” a tusk which they were not divinely eommissioned to
perform. Tt may be inferred from what is here =aid, that, to be in possession of tho
personal notices of eve-witnesses even, was not a suflicient gualification to ennble
nooan to beeome an Evaneelist; inasmuceh as ull the narratives here alluded to,
have perished. St Luke did not so *“take in hand” to write a Gospel. The Jovy
Seirir moved him j—whereupon it xeemed goud to him;—and he wrote,

5 it seemed good to e also, having had perfect understanding of all

things from very first, to write unto thee in order, most excellent
Theophil

ike contrasts the way in which Ze had obtained his infor-
mation, with thylg el the “many” who had “ taken in hand” to write a 1lis-
tory of our Lorv’s L tained theirs.  P%ey wrote from tradition: St. Luke
had enjoyed “perfec anding of all things from the very first,”—probably
as an eye-witness, s indeed always inelined to the Lelief that he
was one of the Seventy 1€ Lhose sending out, hie alone deseribics in his
tenth Chapter.  7%at portior re is therefore nppointed to be read on St.
Luke's Day.

4 that thou mightest know th

ertainty of those things, wherein
thou hast been instructed.

This, then, was the objeet with whi hi
seems to have bestowed all his labour in’)
tian faith.  And Gop blessed him in the ; for therely the whole Chareh of
Curi~t hath been, nnd will be, editied for ey e Shall e sometimes disdain o nar-
row field for labour, and be discontented at having to ministeg (if need he) to a sin-
gle soul?

About Theaphilus, whom St. Luke addresses, we kno @
signifies “ Beloved of Gony” and (O reader!) be sure ffth
loved of Gion, St. Luke’s Gospel is specially addressed to thee.

was written.  The Lvangelist
upone Gentile heart in the Chris-

2 but his name

t if thew art he-

5 There was in the days of Ilerod, the king o a, a_certain
priest named Zacharias, of the course of .\bia:

David distributed the priests into twenty-four courses:(¢) when *“ tf§g of
eame forth “to Abijah.” (ver. 10))  Zacharias was descended fron
priests who belonged w Aés ¢ course.”

and his wife eas of the daughters of Aaron, and her nam
Elisabeth.

The O1] Testament names immediately meet ns, 4 Elisabeth” i the same word
ag ©* Elisheba,”’ () nnd = Mary” ay < Miriam.”*(0)

G, 7 ..nd they were both righteous before Gon, walking in all the
conunandinents and ordinances of the Lonn, Dlameles~. And they had
no child, becauze that Elisabeth was barren, and they both were nme
well stricken in years.

The :-x‘xrl < jonin the original ie,—¢ they were Lath Jor adveanced in thee d ays:"

a9 if fmplying that this by pair hd well nigh reachal the end of their carthly
race.

(7)1 Chiron. xxiv, 1=18, (1) Lxedueni, 2 (¢) Exodus xv. 20
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8, 9 And it came to pass, that while he executed the Priest’s office
before Gop in the order of his course, according to the custom of the
Pricst’s office, his lot was to burn incense when he went into the Tem-
ple of the Lorp.

10 And the whole multitude of the pecople were praying without, at
the time of incense.

Refer, here, to Leviticus svi. 17.

11 And there appeared unto him an Angel of the LorD standing on
the right side of the altar of incense.

The dawn of the Gospel takes place in the Temple of Gop.

Concerning the Altar of incense, see Exodus xxx. 1to 9. It stood “hefore the
veil that is hy the ark of the testimony.” Ineense was symbolical of Prayer;
whenee it is in the Book of Revelation that the ““edours” in the golden vials,
arc ““the ) Saints,”—chap. v. 8. Sec also Revelation viii. 3, 4; and the
note on S@ Magthew ii. 11 may e consulted.
irde this deseription of where the Angel stood, not only of the
Lternal Sow,(f)—hut also that it was on the right side of
avenly Messenger was scen after the Ilesurrection of
it side of the ship that the next was lowered on the cap-
1 raught of fishes.(%)

w him, he was troubled, and fear fell
to him, Fear not, Zacharias: for thy
cth shall bear thee a son.

place of Sessi
the Holy Sepulchre
our Lorp ;(y) and ot/
turing of the second

12, 13 And when
upon him. DBut the Aifg
prayer is heard ; and thy wife

ed carncstly for children: but he

So that, in former years, Zachags had
refused his petition. The Angel

had long sinee made up his mind t Go
informs him that it was far otherwise.

Until this time, only two cases of concé edicted by an Angel, are recorded
to have occurred: namely, the prediction ecting Isaac, made to Abrahauwm ;(i)
and the prediction respecting Samson, made” to Manoah’s wife.(k) Sce the note

on St. Luke ii. 21.
and thou shalt call his name John. A
21.

See the note on the latter part of St. Luke ii.

14, 15 And thou shalt have joy and gladness; y shall re-
joice at his birth. For he shall be great in the sight of file and
shall drink ncither wine nor strong drink: and he shal filledfyvith
the IloLy GiosT, even from his Mother’s womb. Q

That is to say, the vow of the Nazarite should he upon him, (as it had™e on
§n}:\son,) () from the time of his birth. Concerning that vow, sec Nunfflers W
-y U

16, 17 And many of the children of Israel shall he turn to the Lor
their Gop. And he shall go before ITim in the spirit and power o
Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobe-
dient to the wisdom of the just; to make ready a people prepared for
the Lorp.

This is hest explained by a reference to the actual prophecy of Malachi, (iv. 5, 6,)
alluded to by the Angel. ¢ Dehold, I will send you Ilijah the prophet hefore the
coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lorp: and he shall turn the heart of

the Fathers to the Children, and the heart of the Children to their Fathers.” The
Baptist came “in the Spirit and power of Elias,” inasmuch as he was one who

(/) St. Mark xvi. 19 (g) St. Mark xvi. 5. (%) St. John xxi. 6.
(¢) Genesis xvii. 21, &e. (k) Judges xiii. 3. (£) Judges xiii. 4, 5.



404 A PLAIN COMMENTARY. [cnap.

“constantly spoke the truth, Loldly rebuked viee, and patiently suffered for the
Trath's ~ake (in)

18, 19 And Zacharias said unto the Angel, Whereby shall T know
this ¥ for I am an old man, and my wife well stricken in years.  And
the Angel answering said unto him, I min Gabriel, that stand i the
presence of Gov; and am sent to speak unto tllcc, and to show thee
these glad tidings.

Aun awful, yet most ealm rebuke, truly s and worthy of an Angel from Heaven.(n)
He that speaks to thee is Gabriel, (that ix “the Man u! (-ul-, ') who e office in
Hleaven it is to stand in the lmmcmo of the Mast Thau, 1, who in the days of old
was xent to Daniel,(0) hehald am now sent with heavenly tuhn-'~ wilo thee! ...
How must the heart, which a moment hefore wavered, have lmen overcome by the
solemn recollections which every word of the glorious Speaker awakened !

20 And
the day tl
not my wo

1, thou shalt be dumb, and not able to speak, until
e things <hall be pm[onncd because thou believest
ull be fulfilled in their scason.

sign, though a very different one from what he had
Ggn it wass for behold, the faculty of speech, which
Mn it in Gob's lnunme* was for a fixed time with-
s well as dumly; for, when the Baptist was to
cighbonrs * made styns to his Father, how

So that Zacha
expected: and an app
he had misused to ex
drawn. e became of-®
be eircumeised, we shall
he would have him called.”

In the words actually emple
vespectively.(p) there dves not seem to
very diversely affected. While Aer's v
asked for erplanation,—his was the
Henee, fer doubt was solved,—Ais, pun

darias, and the Blessed Virgin Mary,
wich difference; It the Spenkers were
the hiesgtation of Fuith,(q) which timidly
etaneg “nbelic g, which required a siya.

21 And the people waited for ZacRgria® and marvelled that he tar-
ried so long in the Femple.

They were waiting for him to come out and bless them. ¢

in the midst of the N‘Hl'l(. i his coming out of the sanetnary
gon of Sirach. e went down, and Tifted up his hands
tion of the children of Isracl, to ;_;i\c the blessing of the

st s said ‘J.\' the
\'llnl(' ‘."”,'—'r(‘gll-

ips(r)

R

22 And when he came out, he could not speak unt
perccived that lie had scen o vision in the Temple: for
unto them, and remained speechless.

1ed

lle coull not pronounce the necustomed words of Blessing.
highly stgnificant circmnstanee that at the moment when the -'nod tulm
(.mlwl Dl been |)lll(.lllllll‘4l and an event had Leen announeed by which it
was to cense, the Priest shonld come forth from the Sanetuary of Gon with ¢
lips ! Consider St Loke svic 165 and St Matthew xi. 13,

23 And it came to pass, that, as xeon as the days of his ministration
were accomplished; he departed to his own house.

24 25 And atter those days his wife Elizabeth conecived, and hid
herself” five months, saving, Thus hath the Loz dealt with me in the
days wherein He looked on e, to take away my reproach antonyg men,

She speaks after the manner of the danghters of Abralnm,—with whom, to go

childless wis neconnte L a reproneh,
The ease of Elsabeth more nearly resembles that of Sarah, than of any other

() Uoll et for St Johin B tist's Day. (n) Compare Jude ver. 9,
(o) busiel vii 162 s 21, P) See variv, 31
(1) Sce verso o, ) Leeleswasnicus 1. 5, 20.



1] ON ST. LUKE’S GOSPEL. 405

pious Matron whose history is given in the Bible:(s) but Rebekah, Rachel, Manoah’s
wife, and {lannah, are all additional instances of that mysterious economy which
from’the beginning had been preparing the minds of faithful men for a Birth in
“the latter days”” which should Le ont of the conrse of Naturc: the Birth &f Onc
whose name should be called “ Wonderful.””  Accordingly, in ver. 36, we shall find
the Angel Gabriel bringing ferward this very case of Klisabeth, in order to reconcile
the Mind of the Blessed Virgin to the mysterious destiny which was in store for
herself.

26 An in the sixth month the Angel Gabriel was sent from Gop
unto a city of Galilee, named Nazareth,

No common Angel, hut one of the highest order; as was meet, at the sending
down from Ileaven of the most Blessed message which had ever yet reached this
suffering Earth.

That messaggayvas to exalt ITuman Nature above the Cherubim, by proclaiming
the Incarnati he Worp. Yet the Archangel Gabriel hastens with love and
obedience his emhassy.  ““And,” to quote the pious words of Bishop
Taylor, i ere togeduce our prayers to action, and do Gop’s will on carth as
the Angels v it, we should promptly execnte every part of the Divine
Will; though i be dnstrumental in the exaltation of a brother above our-
selves.”

27 to a virgin

a man whose name was Joscph, of the
house of David ; and i

name 2as Mary.

he Commentary on St. Matthew’s Gospel)
t was over-ruled that Mary should have
of the Annunciation; and immediately
St. Matth. i. 16, 18, 24. It was
mystery of our Lorp’s Birth
)1t was seen fit by this master-
picce of divine contrivance, to defeat the v of the Powers of Darkness also.

Do but note with what amazing simplicitjythe most wonderful event which had
happened in all the ages, is described!  7T'hes was the hour for which Creation had
groancd, ever since the I"all.  The eyes of Datriarchs and Lafphets had ever heen
turned in wonder and adoration towards {Zis event. Faith ope had supported
themselves “since the world hegan,” in sure belief thg or the disclosure
of the great mystery here revealed, must at last arrive. ~ Whet how unlike
did the manner of its coming prove, to what men had expecte ITouse was
David’s Ilouse indeed; yet, reduced to what a low conditiof® he secrecy of
her private chamber,—to a Virgin,—dwelling in a despised city,—Hr { ethle-
hem of Judwea, the scene of the promises,—the Angel Gabriel bring@s iife won@rous
tidings which were destined to make all the ends of the Earth rcjoice

Sce the second note on St. Luke ii. 38.

eoncerning the Divine Economy by
been “espoused” to Joseph, at the tj
afterwards have become his Wife.

28 And the Angel came in unto her,

The Angel eame in unto her,—so that the Blessed Virgin was within wheighe
heard the ﬁcavcnly tidings. Saral, in like manner, was “in the tent,” when sh
heard the promise.(/) In connection with this subject, consider the following
texts,—St. John xi. 20; 1 Tim. v. 13; Tit. ii. 5.

and said, Hail, thow that art highly favoured, the LorD ¢s with thee :
blessed art thou among women.

The Angel is instructed to bid Mary “Ilail;” that is, to hring her a message of

Peace and Joy: whereby Gob revokes the sentence which IIe had pronounced on
our first Mother,—** Jn sorrow thou shalt bring forth children.” ()

29 And when she saw 7Z2m, she was troubled at his saying, and cast
in her mind what manner of salutation this should be.

(8) See note on ver. 37. (t) Genesis xviii. 9, 10. (v) Genesis iii. 16.
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50 And the Angel said unto her, Iear not, Mary : for thou hast
found favour with Gon.

e cAlls her by her name,—ns if to in<pire confidence, nnd how that he knew
her.

31 And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a
Son, and shalt call 1lis Name JESUS.

It shoull not eseape notice that these words are formed exactly npon the <o of the
prophet Faaiah vii ThH:(e) and what follows (ver. 32,) is a disunet allusion to
another pus<age in the same prophet, namely ix. 6, 7.

32 Tle shall Le great, and shall be called the Son of the Ilighest :
and the Lonp Gon shall give unto Ilim the throne of 1lis Iather
David.

Remindin
and teachin
Cnmst.

53 And IICs cl ver the house of Jacobh for ever; and of Ilis
Kingdom there sh o cnd.

34 Then said N
know not o man ?

rreby of many an ancicut l\ruphccy which had gone bLefore;

The Blessed Virgin clearly
Virgin extate.

unto her, The IIoLy Guost

50 And the Angel answerey
ITighest shall overshadow

shall come npon thee, and the 1
thee: therefore also that Iloly Thi
be called the Sox of Gop.

Virgin the mystery of the Blessed Trinity.

There wns this contrast between the Ol and the New,
in the first, Gon “spake and it was done, He commane ?
the second, He wronght seeretly and silently,—* coming dow
gpeaks,(y) with reference to the days of Mussiau, @ like the
wool, even ay the drops that water the Farth.”

One of the very earliest of the Fathers, (Ignatins, second Biche

12 that whereas,
stood fast ;" —in
e Palmist
a flecee of

sayvs of this,—that it was “a erying mystery wronght in the i n
memorable gaying, which the Chuarch has never been able to forget.
35 And, behold, thy cousin Elizabeth, she hath also concer 1

in her ohl age: and this is the sixth month with her, who was ll¢
barren.

Mary acked for no sign, yet a #ign (the most fitting imaginalle!) is given her;—!
given in love, not in anger as in the case of Zacharias,

Llisabeth was the Blessed Viegin's @ cousin.”? 1lence her wondrous sun also was
the Kinsman of t'unist.

57 For with Gun nothing <hall be impossible.

There is an allusion here 1o the words of Genesis xviii. 14, The ea<e f Llisa-
beth resembled that of Sarah. See the note on ver, 23,

38 And Mary said, Behold the handmaid of the Lorp; be it unto
me according to thy word.
Aund the Angel departed from her.

() Compare St Matthew i 21 nnd 23, (y) Pa. Ixxii. 6.
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She submits to it, rather as a mysterious dispensation which she could not tell
liow to eomprehend, than glories in it as a privilege. IIer answer befits the Mother
of One who was declared to be “meek and lowly;” owning herself but the Iland-
maid of ITim who was to be her Son.

Observe the wondrous econtrast with what took place “in the heginning.” At
the Fall of Man, that old serpent, Satan, held parley with a Woman, and deeeived
Ler by the Spirit of Pride. In order to the Restoration of our Nature, an Arch-
angel discourses with another Woman, and persuades her throngh her ITumility.

And here, it may be well worth remarking (with Bishop Taylor), that ““the holy
Virgin came to her great perfection and %eight of piety, by a few, and those,
modest and unattractive, exercises and aetions. St. Paul travelled over the world;

reached to the Gentiles and disputed against the Jews; wrote Epistles; suffered

angers, injuries, affronts, and perseeutions to the height of wonder; whereby he
won for himself a crown. But the holy Virgin attained perfection by the means of
a quiet and silent piety, by internal actions of love, devotion, and contemplation:
and instruets hat silent affections, the splendours of an internal devotion, the
union of lgye,Ghuniility, and obedience, the daily offices of prayer and praises sung
1 and fear, of patience and meekness of hope and reverence, re-
d those graces which walk in a veil and silenee; make
great ascent nd as sure progress to favour and a erown, as the more
reises of a more publie religion.”

39 And Mar in_those days, and went into the hill country

Thirty-eight eities of Jn ountains,” are enumerated in the Book of
Joshua (xv. 48 to 60): but T s always pointed out “Kirjath-Arba, which
is Hebron,”’(2) as the dwelling-place of gffe vencrable pair to whom Mary hastened.

40 and entered into the houd€ of Zagharias, and saluted Elisabeth.

She seems to have taken the holy rise, through the fervent haste
with which she performed ler journey® (THe grace of the IIoly Spirit knows
nothing of slow endeavours!) Surely theSgountains of that “hill eountry,”—the
forest, and every tree therein,—broke forth iffto singing, and Earth was joyful; for
the Lorp had redeemed Jacoh, and comforted Ilis people.(a) o¢“How beautiful upon
the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good tidi

41 And it came to pass, that, when Elisabe he salutation of
Mary, the Babe leaped in her womb ; and Elisabeth w. ed with the
IHowLy GHosT.

These holy women, meeting to compare and unite their joys, a mle pro-
hetic and inspired, must needs have Hiseoursed like Angels; for (fs @ pious Bishop
as remarked) all the faculties of Nature were turned into Graece. 1S 57 )

imagine the rapture of this blessed meeting. Never, but in ITeaven, ! 0

joy and ecstasy !

42 And she spake out with a loud voice, and said, Blessed ar®ghou
among women, and blessed ¢s the Fruit of thy womb.

““QObserve the “loud voice.”” Verily, if she had not spoken as she did, the ver
stones must have cried out!

Notice also, that she repeats the Angel’s salutation; see ver. 28.

Rightly does Elisabeth call our Ssviour CmRrist, ““the frnit of thy womb:” for

she spake of One ¢ who took Man’s nature in the womb of the Blessed Virgin, of
lher substance.”’(¢)

43, 44 And whence ¢s this to me, that the Mother of My Lorp should
come to me? For, lo, as soon as the voice of thy salutation sounded in
mine ears, the Babe leaped in my womb for joy.

(2) Joshua xv. 54. («) Isaiah xliv. 23, and xlix. 13. (6) Isaiah lii. 7.
(c) Article IT.
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It s Leen gaid,—‘ Cirnee introduces things to which Nature is a stranger.’
The Forerunner, yet unborn, benrs testimony to hig yet unborn Lorp ;—a ~l-'u|h-
cant cireumstance, surely : as indientive of the coming of n Kingdom \\ln re iy ste-
ries are hidden frum the wise nnd prudent, but revenled unto I: ales ! («0)

We shudl behold our Saviovr in like manner coming to 1is servant, (the Greater
to tho Less!) for Holy Baptism.  Sco note on St. Matl. iii. 13,

45 And blessed 7s sho that believed : for there shall be a performanee
of those things which were told her from the Lorb.

Fvery word of this address(e) is clearly prophetical,—for which the declaration
in ver.“ll prepares us.  Elisabeth sees the whole extent of the mystery.  Not only
docs she declare the present wonder, that Mary is the Mother of thé Redecmer
and the future issue, tlmt all things ~h.lll be fulfilled which have Leen foretold Ler;
but she is able also to deelare the state of heart in which her kinswoman received
the Angel Gabriglas message: Past, and Present, and Future open to her prophetic
sight.

Thercupo
Churches of
structed upon
utteranee to, on ¢
througzhout.
ancient Song,—namcl

46, 47 And Mary s
spirit hath rejoiced in

red forth the Divine ¢ Magnifieat,”—whose echoes yet fill the

The Hywmn of the Dlessed Virgin is manifestly con-
del as that strain of thankfulnes< which Hannal gave
jon ;( /) and with which indeed it <hould be comp ared
heavenly compoemuns is to be found in a yet more
Sargh, contained in Genesis xxi. 0.

Now, “the fruit of the SririThs Lot
Observe how she drops, in Ler excergdfice owll'mun the thought of self. Iler
Joy is not in hersell, but in GOD her

IIis handmaiden : for,

She speaks not of her poverty,—and yet, she Was very poor; but (after the man-
ner of a Ilebrew mother) her words have reference to the reprgach of chilidlessness
which Gon had removed from her. Compare ver. 25, Wha ufuund nnd "lo-
rious meaning do the common words of rejoicing among t
ne<ume on tho lips of the Vi irgin Mother of our Lorv !

us call her,—and so, fulfill her prophecy )
40 Tor Ile that is mighty hath done to me great tl nd holy 73
Ilis Name. @

“That Sonl,” as Bede 1cnmrhs, ““can alone duly magnify the Lorn, f
deigus to do mighty things.”

50 And IIis Merey 78 on them that fear IIim from generati
"cncmuon

To quote the same writer, once more,—** Ay if she had said, Not only for me hath
ITe that is mizhty done great things; but in every nation, he that fearcth Gon is
llCL(‘|nlL(| of 1fim”

This is nlmost n quotation from Psalm ciii. 17.

51 Ile hath showed strength with Ilis arm; IIe hath scattered the
proud in the imagination ef their hearts.

That i3, Those who, in tho tmaginations of their hearts, are proud,—Ile hath
seattered.

652, 53 IIe hath put down the mighty from their seats, and exalted
() St Matth. xi. 25. (¢) Ver. 42 to 45, (/)1 Samuel ii. 1 to 10.

(#) talal. v, 22,
(h) Sco Leah's words,—Genc.is xxix. 32: ond Jannah's,—1 Sam. L. 11.
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them of low degree. e hath filled the hungry with good things; and
the rich He hath sent empty away.

With verses 61, 52, 53, compare the corresponding parts of IIannah’s Song,—
namely, 1 Sam. ii. 4, 5, 6, 7, 8.

The following places of Seripture will also be found worth referring to, in illus-
tration of the three last verses, viz., Job v. 112 Psalm exiii. 7: Ezckiel xvii. 24:
xxi. 20.

Some of the wonders to be achieved by the Introduction of the Gospel are here
glanced at. Tirst, is described the dethronement and casting down of the Devil,
and of all his evil host,(i)—together with the exaltation of *the poor of this world,
rich in faith,” to be ‘“heirs of the Kingdom.”(k) Next, it is prophesied how they
who hunger after Eternal Life with their whole soul,() shall be filled, when
Curist shall appear in glory; while they who, rejoicing in their self-rightcousness,
think themselves rich, shall in the end be sent empty away.

54 He hatfi holpen His servant Israel, in remembrance of I7zs Merey;
This versjgectis intended to recall Psalm xeviii. 3.
55 as He s our Ifathers, to Abraham and to his sced for ever.

The allusion in this
unmistakable.

The Blessed Virgin spea
Paul explains, ‘“they arc
of Gon”(n) are “such as are
same are the children of Abraldm.
limits; but to the very end of time there
ham shall have a “sced, for ever.”

It is a divine thing that the Blesse
beginning, from the end); and by t
Abraham,(g) should have virtually admitt
there had not failed aught of any good thing
house of Israel. All had come to pass.”(r)

If any do inquire how it happens that this IIymn, poured fgrth in expression of
the Blessed Virgin’s Joy and I')Ilimnkfulness, shonld have begfmMg a portion of the
Churel’s Daily Service,—let them know that it does not cg @ pe word of exul-
tation but what every humble Christian may make his @ivn? ien the kternal
Word was made flesh, it was not, of eourse, the Blessed Virgin in ieular, hut
mankind in general, which IIe designed to honour. 'T'he purpos
when e hononred the Blessed Virgin so far as in, and from, lier
was to advance ITuman Nature by assuming it into ghe Unity of Ilis
so that, heing born of her, IIc might procure not only hers, but our€o
tion. Every member of the great ITuman Family may thercfore sing
fieat;” and when he bears his part in that divine Anthem, should learn
Blessed Virgin’s raptures a private and a L)ersonal concern :—*“ My soul doth
nify the Lorp, and my Spirit rejoiceth in Gob my Saviour; beeanse Ile did
the low estate of us poor mortal men,—IIis afflicted servants. I'or behold, in colge-
quence of the Incarnation of the Sox of Gob, all generations of mankind, aye, and
every order of the Angelic Ilost, shall for evermore pronounce us ‘Blessed:” for
the Mighty One did mighty things for us, when Ile united IHimself to jour fallen
Nature: wherefore Iloly is Ile ; and Blessed for evermore be Ilis Holy Name!”’

the last words of the prophet Micah (vii. 20) seems

rse, of the trne spiritual Isracl. ¢ For,” as St.
gClhywhich are of Israel:’(m) but ““the Isracl
@ cart.”’(0) ¢ They which are of Faith, the

this promise is not narrowed by any
1 never lack believers,—whereby Abra-

have thus glanced haek to the
to Gop’s promise made to
in the very highest sense, *that
hich the Lorp had spoken unto the

56 And-Mary abode with her about three months, and returned to
her own house.

During those threc months Prayer and Meditation rather than converse, was
surely the resonrce of this pair of holy Matrons: for unspeakable was the Dlessed-

(i) Compare St. Luke x. 18. (%) St. James ii. 5.

(¢) Compare St. Luke xv. 16, 17, 23 (the ease of the Gentile world:) St. Matthew xv.
26, 27, &e. (m) Romans ix. 6.

Eng Galat. vi. 16. (o) Psalm lxxiii. 1. (p) Galat. iii. 7.

q) Genesis xii. 3, xvii. 7, &c. (r) Joshua xxi. 45, and xxiii. 14.
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ness to whi-h they had been rvespeetively ealled. And now, when Elisabelr was
about to heeome u Mother, they parteds and wenre not infurmed that they ever met
n; '-llll

57, 5%, 59 Now Llisabeth’s full time came that she should be de-
livereds and she brought forth a son.  And her neighbours and her
couzins heard how the Lorp had showed great mercy upon her; and
they rejoiced with her.  And it eame to pass, that on the ¢ighth day
they came to circumcise the child; and they called him Zacharias, after
the name of his father.

"

Rather, “ they were for ealling him,”"—* They wanted to call him.
Matthew iii. 1L

60, 61, 62 And his Mother answered and said, Not so; but e shall
be called’ Jo And they said unto her, There is none of thy kindred
that 15 cale his name. AAnd they made signs to his Iluther, how
he would led.

Compare St

(13, 6t And he

writing table, and wrote, saying, Ilis
nawmec is John.  And

lled all.  And his mouth was opened
and he spake, and praised God.

As Unbelief had Lound him, so I
writer reun: uk~, it was but reasonable
—sce St Jolm i, 23,—the tongue of # Fathg uld have been loovsed likewise.

now set him free. And, as an ancient

65, 66 And fear came on all tha 1'ound about them: and all
these sayings were noised abroad tIiNughout all the hill country of
Judica.  And all they that heard them Taid them up in their hearts,
saying, What manner of child shall this be! Angathe I1land of the
Lorp was with him.

67 And his father Zacharias was filled with#he LY GarosT, and
prophesied, saying,

The first purpose in which he employed the reeovered gilt o eelsorms 1o
have bheen the ]u)unn" out of that Inspired Hymn, —lhe Ben
Toly Churceh lI.H since adopted as a part of her daily utterance!
hive done sol for every word here, prophetically spoken, has re
Spiritual Reign of Messian; and the Dlessings commemorated, belon
nation of the Jews only, but, in the full extent of their signitication, to all -
ple of Gov,

68 Blessed be the Lorp Gov of Isracl; for 1Ie hath visited andYe
deemed Ilis people,

See how his prophetic gpeech < Jances on to the last page of the Gospel! And
yet, it ivnot to be xnpposed that e inspired speaker rn'l any conecption «f the
sullime mi stery which his words enfolded. e opened his lips (o) ruise the Gon of
Israel for having ut last “visited, "—that is, “looked graciously upon,” s peo-
]’I(‘: an | \\'rml;:ht for them the Tongprowised deliveranee from their enemies: lut
10 knew not the trie nature of that deliverauee, though he wae divinely gnided 1o
call it by its proper e, —Le lamption. See Lpheso i, 7 Coloss i T Rev. v, 9,

69 and hath raised up an Iorn of Salvation for us in the house of
IIis servant David;

Or, as it standsin the Prayer-book, “a mighty Salvation:” fr **a horn™ is 1he
emblem—Deceanse, with certain animals, it is the instrument—of strength.  Ilence
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such expressions as are found in Jeremiah xlviii. 23, Psalm Ixxv. 4, 10, exii. 9, &e.
Compare 1 Sam. ii. 10, and Psalm xviii. 2: but especially Psalm exxxii. 17.

Note also, that here and elsewhere, Aingly power is chiefly intended; whence
‘“horns” actually stand for “Kings” in the Book of Daniel, and other parts of
Seripture.(s)

70 (as He spake by the mouth of IIis holy Prophets, which have
been since the World began :)

For the whole volume of the Old Testament is but one long prophecy of Curist:
“Yea, and all the Prophets, from Samuel, and those that follow after, as many as
have spoken, have likewise foretold of these days.”(¢)

To speak more truly, it was Gob, (as we learn from this place,) who spoke dy
their mouth. Compare the language of Acts i. 16, and see the note on St. Matt.
i. 22, Our own ITooker has said on this subject,—* They neither spake nor wrote
any word of thegggwn, hut uttered syllable by syllable as the SpiriT put it into
their mouths ; rwise than as the harp or the lute doth give a sound accord-
ing to the di nf %is hands that holdeth and striketh it with skill.” . . . . It
is remarkab ry word for a Phophet, in IIebrew, is thought by the
learned to imp eaks as another moves him.

This appeal t Prophets of old,” is introduced parenthetically :
verses 69 and 71 must together.

71, 72 that we s

of all that hate us; to
to remember His holy co

d from our enemies, and from the hand
Mercy promised to our Fathers, and

According to the mind of the 'SpIrITS
ghostly, not to bodily enemies. Curis
clared, in ver. 71, to he * Salvation fi
verse which follows, it ig propheticall
about “to show mercy to our Iuthers, a
them.

73, T4, 75 the oath which e sware to our Father Abraham, that
He would grant unto us, that we being delivered out gfithe hand of our
enemies might serve Ilim without fear, in holine righteousness
before Him, all the days of our life.

eference in this place is, of course, to
the IIorn spoken of in ver. 69,—is de-
ies,” &c. And thereby, in the
the Lorp Gobp of Israel was
er his holy covenant” with

Here, the oLy SpiriT is Ilis own interpreter. The referenc
oath to Abraham, contained in Genesis sxii. 16 to 18,—and a
vi. 13, 14.  Compare the language of Psalm cv. 8 to 10.

It seems then, that those famous words,—*“ I will bless thee, and §.
thy seed as the stars of ITeaven,”(u)—were fulfilled, in their highest s
was “granted unto” men, that is, Power was given them,(x) to serve
ness and Righteousness(y) all the days of their life. Tor consider, that
brought about by the ont-pouring and gift of the IIory Gnost; wherehy G
cured to the Father of the Faithful, in Cmrisr, a spiritual seed, numerous asS§ghe
stars of Ileaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea-shore. Comparc Galatia®s
iii. 14. !

It appears further, that the words,—* Thy seed shall possess the gate of his ene-
mies,”—Dbesides their obvious, historical sense, which was fulfilled in the days of
King David,—received their perfect fulfillmont in the days of the Gospel ; when, by
our Saviour’s Advent, the Iluman Race were “delivered out of the hand of their
enemies,”—Sin and Death. See Rom. vi. 18, 22. 1 Cor. xv. 24 to 26 ; also 55 to
57. Titusii. 14. 2 St. Peteri. 4. 1 St. John v. 4, 5.—Take notice, by the way,
that these, (which Zacharias mentions,) were the two great heads of Blessing which
Eliezer seems to have recounted to Laban and Bethuel, when they sent away
Rebekah to become Isaac’s wife. See Genesis xxiv. 60.

And thus, it is declared that the entire fulfillment of all the glorious promises
which Gop had once made to the Fathers, was now at length about to he performed
to them ;—for, as it is elsewhere said by Crrist Ilimself,—*all,”” (that is, all the

teD’s great
in Ilebrews

fa Daniel vii. 7, 8. Zech. i. 18. Revel. xiii. 1. (t) Aets iii. 24. Compare Acts x. 43.
u) Gen. xxii. 17. () Compare Rev. xi. 3. (y) Compare Eph. iv. 24.
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Fathers,—for ITe was speaking of them,—Abraham, I<aac, and Jacul,) *“live unto
1lim."(z)

“ Blessed be the Loru, that hath given rest unto His people Israel, aceording to
all that He promiced,  There hath not Sudled one u-ur:} of all His gowd promise
which ITe promised by the hand of Moses His Servant.””(e)  In sueli terms conldd
the wise l\mv' of Terael express his sense of Gop's FPaithfulness, Conctaney, and
Love. Where shall wee find language adequate to the expression of ours,—we, *“un
whom the ends of the World are come ?’())

76 And thou, child, shalt be called the Prophet of the Ilighest: for
thou shalt go before the face of the Lorp to prepare his ways;

The Father turns, in his prophetic rapture, to address his infant ¢hill; foretelling
that he should *he.”” (for that is the meaning of ““ being ealled,”) * the prophiet of
the Most Iigh” Gon(c) We have here, besides, an allusion to Isaial xl. 3; so
that the ( -mpel wglf is bricfly summed up in this inspired Hymn.

TT, 08,
remission
the Dayspr
sit in Darknes
way of Peace.

ve knowledge of Salvation unto Ilis people by the
ing, through the tender mercy of our Gob; wherehy
high hath visited us, to give light to them that
shadow of Death, to guide our fect into the

i3]

“Dayspring” is here n
“Tast,”"—or the “Sun-ris
here an evident allusion to 1€01;
gon of the expression * the shae
I'=nln xxiii. b5 where, as Hammond b
sunlizht lingers longest on the hills

1RIST; whether it should be translated tho
Lie “ Branch,”” as in Zeeh. iii. & There 13
jnoted in St Matth. iv, 16:) but the rea-
will best appear by a compari~on with
tifully points out, it is |m|nhul that the

rs being all the while veiled in

The former of these two statements, we shall presently find repeated with respect
to the Messtas. See el il 40.—7The “deserts” here spoker lo not necessarily
imply such a howling willerness as that of Jordan.  In y tract of wasle,
uncultivated country was ealled « desert ; whether its hgffe ce produced no-
thing but “reeds shaken by the wind,” (e ) or whether there he 11 be **much
gras< in the place.”(/") What is meant therefore probably,
Nuzarite was brought up in solitude and retirement, —remofl
ences of the Town. There, he inereased in stature, and waxed s
and, by “enduring lnrtluo~~ "(y) prepared himself for the wondror
the vmml Providence of Gon had designed him from hig Mother's wom

lnr instead of raiment, he wore a h: airy garment and o leathern "1
over, Gob fol Tim with Toeusts; and * satisfied” him, from day tud\\ fwith
out of the stony rock.”(h)  And thus, the Baptist grew to manhaod; (for ¥
no more af him until he had attained the age of l]nrl_\ vears:) an Orphan, «
less, from his earliest youth,  But he sure That “when his Father nm& lLis MotNe
had fursaken him, then the Lono took him up’ (1)

TIHHE PRAYLER.

We beseech Thee, O Lorp, pour Thy Grace into our hearts: that,
as we have known the Incarnation of Thy Son Justs Cunist by the
message of an Angel, so, by 1lis Cross and Passion, we may be hrought
unto the Glory of Ilis Resurrection; through the same Jrsts Cunist
our Lorn.  Amen.

¢) St Luke xx. 2%, () 1 Kingn viii. 56, 1) l Cor x. 11 )
e) Compare verse 32, (¢« ) Carspare Malachiiv, 2 < St Marth, xi. T
£) Compare St Malth, xiv 13, 15 with Stodchn via 10, (9 2 Twa i 3.

A) I alm Ixxxi. 16,  Comjparo St. Matth. iii. 4. (+) Psalin xxvii, 10,
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CHAPTER II.

1 Augustus taxeth all the Roman empire. 6 The nativity of Curist. 8 One Angel
relateth it to the Shepherds. 13 Many sing praises to Gop for it. 21 Curist s
Circumcised. 22 Mury purified. 28 Simeon and Anna prophesy of Curist. 40
Who increaset/ugig wisdom. 46 Questionetl tn the Temple with the Doctors. 51

ss in those days, that there went out a decree
that all the world should be taxed.

ment and numbering of names, rather than for a
re spoken of. And the espression, “all the
toman Empire, but only the whole of Pal-

from Cewsar A

A decree for a genegil]
Census of property, se
world,” probably does not
estine.

2 (And this taxing was€irs when Cyrenius was governor of
Syria.)
Volumes have been vwritten on this Wgrse of ture. A person named Farus

was President of Syria at the time here Spok
succeed to the office till about cleven year but, (what is remarkable,) on
coming to his Presidentship, he certainly didgonduct a census. To reconcile the
statement of the Evangelist with the known hiStory of the period, has been felt to
be a task of great difficulty.
But, it is to be observed, that St. Luke does not say that C ius was President
of Syria at the time of the ‘“taxing.” 1le merely says thaj then, governor
of the province; and this, Cyrenius may very well haveddten ough the Presi-
dentship was in other hands. St. Luke’s authority on a point of dstory is, of
course, more trustworthy than that of any uninspired writer; a he asserts,
(as here he scems to do,) that ““the taxing” at the time of the Tvat
first [of two] taxings which were made while Cyrenius governed Syrafl,
culty need we feel i accepting the blessed Writer’s assurance on®h
These remarks shall suflice: but the reader is referred to the note on
1: also to the notes on St. Matthew i. 16, and St. Luke iii. 36.

renius (or Quirinus) did not

3 And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city.

This seems to imply the carcful record which every Jewish family preservedNef
its deseent; whereby they were enabled, on an occasion like the present, to repair
to the city from vwhich the founder of their line had originally come.

4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Naza-
reth, into Judea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem ;

Bethlehem was the true ¢ City of David:” for his father, Jesse, was of that
city.(¢) It appears also from a comparison of verses 11 and 15, that the Shep-
herds knew it by that name. DBut Jerusalem, as the Seat of David’s Royalty, was
now, almost exelusively, so called.

(because he was of the house and lineage of David:)

As St. Luke himself shows in the next chapter,—making use, it may be, of the

(@) 1 Sam. xvi. 1 and 4. Compare St. John vii. 42.
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