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UNDERSTANDING  THE  BIBLE 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Understanding  the  Bible  is  critically  important.  As  you  will  see,  Dispensationalism  is  a  key.

However,  there are other things that contribute also.  Such as,  understanding  the  Jewish  Bible  is  organized differently  than  the  Christian  Bible.  The  Jewish  Bible  ends  at  2  Chronicles.  The  verse  Mat. 23 :35  would  not  be  clear  without  this  understanding.

In terms of organization, Christian versions of the Hebrew Bible use a different order and division of the books than the Tanakh does. The word TaNaKh, in fact is an acronym based on the initial Hebrew letters of each of the text's three parts:
Torah meaning "Instruction." Also called the “Pentateuch" and the "Books of Moses," this part of the Tanakh follows the same order and division of books adopted in the Christian version.
Nevi’im, meaning "Prophets." The Jewish tradition includes the "historical" books of Joshua, Kings and Samuel in this category.
Ketuvim, meaning "Writings." These include this historical writings (Ezra-Nehemiah and the Chronicles); wisdom books (Job, Ecclesiastes and Proverbs); poetry (Psalms, Lamentations and the Song of Solomon); and biographies (Ruth, Esther and Daniel).
In addition, it groups Chronicles with Kings rather than considering it one of the Writings. The result is, among other things, that the last book of the Christian version is Malachi, while the last book of the Jewish version is Chronicles.

It helps to know the responsibilities of the various prophets,  such as Hosea and Amos were prophets to the Northern Kingdom;  Daniel and Ezekiel, the Exile; Haggai, Zachariah, Malachi, postexilic prophets; Jonah, Nineveh (Assyria); Obadiah, Edom; the rest were to the Southern Kingdom.  

The Bible is at least 1/3 prophecy. Understanding the Bible is clearly linked to knowing God’s key to prophecy, the book of Daniel; particularly, chapter 9 and the 70 weeks. The book of Revelation cannot be understood without knowing Daniel. Those two books, along with a systematic look at all of the 66 books of the “Canon of Scripture” concerning eschatological things, give us a picture, however much is still ‘cloudy,’ of things to come.

Any student of God’s words must be familiar with typology in Scripture. He must know the difference between a simile, a metaphor, a parable,   (whether an account  in  the  Bible  is  a parable  or  a  true  account). 

What about the inspiration of Scripture?  The Words God breathed out are verbally and plenarily inspired.

The  test  of  a  doctrine  is  whether  it  is  Scriptural.

Why do we teach Dispensationalism? It is because it is Scriptural. You can go on the internet and find those who would call it heresy. However, if one investigates the persons claiming Dispensationalism is heresy, they are the ones who are really enemies of God and His Words. They inappropriately divide the Words of God to fit their scheme of interpretation. They use deductive interpretation instead of inductive. 

Others ask why we use “old” books,”  meaning the OT.  The reason is related to the information and application available in the OT for us to live sanctified lives (the second phase of salvation (freed from the power of sin, our standing). Luke and Paul, the Apostle to the Gentiles, clearly tell us why we are to use the OT. 

1 Corinthians 10:6 Now these things were our examples, to the intent we should not lust after evil things, as they also lusted. (mention James & trials).
Romans 15:4 For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope. �Luke 24:27 And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself. 

Therefore,  we observe the OT divisions,  “rightly divided,” and what are they telling us. (1) We learn about responsibilities of man as God “progressively revealed”  (“Progressive Revelation”) His various stewardships as He tried men’s souls. We learn about the Lord Jesus Christ. For example, many have understood that “Jesus” is on every page in the Bible. Therefore, what is the meaning of the sacrifices in the OT; the burnt, the meal (meat), peace, sin, and trespass offerings that we might learn from them? What is the meaning of the feasts of Israel; the Passover, the feast of unleavened bread, the first fruits, and the first fruits feast, Pentecost, Feast of Tabernacles, the Day of Atonement, the Feast of Trumpets? What about the Tabernacle in the Wilderness?�
What about the trials and temptations of the people of Israel and their failures? Consider the 40 years in the desert; their failures in the Land of Promise. What about the failures in the various dispensations such as the Age of Conscience; the Age of Government; the Age of Promise.  What does the NT tell us about our “conscience?” How does the book of James shed light upon trials throughout the history of man?  What do the transitions for one dispensation to another teach us?  What are our duties toward God in the age in which we live?

Now, let’s take a look an overview of Dispensationalism and a brief review of  the history. I would like to mention our conference with Brother Jeff Faggart. If you understood Dispensationalism, you understood a lot about his comments. They were excellent.  Our heritage is related to God’s work on earth and “rightly dividing” His Words.  If you would like, I have placed on my website copies of a paper by Dr. Walvoord, 2001, that will help understand what has happened to the “Doctrine of Dispensationalism.”

One thing for certain, we are coming to a convergence of three distinct “groups,” if you would, in history that are moving toward the conclusion of three distinct groups. 1 Corinthians 10:32 (KJV) (KJV) Give none offence, neither to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor to the church of God: �The Jewish and the Gentile program is outlined primarily in the Book of Daniel, but also in all the OT. The church program is outlined in the N.T.
 �

 



SCRIPTURE 
EPHESIANS  1:10; 2:7; 3:1-21 

AND 
  2  TIMOTHY  2:15 

 
“Study  to  shew  thyself  approved unto  God,  
a  workman  that  needeth  not  to  be  
ashamed,  rightly  dividing  the  word  of  
truth.” 
 
For the week of 1/15/2012 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
A word of caution: There are many ‘divisions’ in Dispensational Theology.  Most are minor differences.  Some are major and are obviously wrong.  The final approach that you take depends upon your study of Scripture.  Just as some individuals list different  “covenants” in the Bible, many theologians list different dispensations.  However,  there is disdain for hyperdispensationalism.  Because of “soul liberty” you have a right to decide based on “sole authority of Scripture.

In Eph. 3, Christ mentioned 9 times. Trinity present in power.

Dispensations 5 times in Eph. Chapter 3.



JOT  AND  TITTLE 
 

h/hy 
 

syhla 
B 
K 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
A word of caution: There are many ‘divisions’ in Dispensational Theology.  Most are minor differences.  Some are major and are obviously wrong.  The final approach that you take depends upon your study of Scripture.  Just as some individuals list different  “covenants” in the Bible, many theologians list different dispensations.  However,  there is disdain for hyperdispensationalism.  Because of “soul liberty” you have a right to decide based on “sole authority of Scripture.

In Eph. 3, Christ mentioned 9 times. Trinity present in power.

Dispensations 5 times in Eph. Chapter 3.

IOTA  =  JOT  (Smallest  Greek  letter) (Yod is smallest in Hebrew)
KERAIA  =  TITTLE  (something horn like)  
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DISPENSATIONAL  DOCTRINE 
 

Amos 3:3 (KJV):  

Can two walk together,  

except they be agreed?  
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The  Holy  Ghost  clearly  indicated   throughout  Paul’s  epistles  the  importance  of  unity.  I sense  that  in  this  church.   I sense  the  need  for  separation.  I sense  the  need  to  be  on  the  right  path, no  matter  what  the  world  is  doing  or  other  so-called  ‘religions’  that  are  cults,  such  as  RC,  Mormonism,  Mohammed's  (Muslims), Buddhists,  Hindus,  New  Agers,  Wickens  (Wicca), etc., etc.  

There are  many  principles for “understanding the Bible.”  However,  Dispensationalism, as we shall see, is one of the most important.  Other factors are understanding  something  about  interpretation.  The recent guest pastor indicated that he had learned how important words are; I would add, for clarity, not only words, but whether they are plural or singular, what tense, whether noun, adjective, conjunction, preposition…..  Furthermore, things such as how the Bible is organized for the Christian compared with the Jewish Bible; which are historical books, major prophets, minor prophets, poetic books; what is the TaNakh  (acronym for Torah, the instructions, Pentateuch; Neviim, the Prophets; Ketuvim, writings;  there are only 24 Jewish books, 39 in the Christian OT.
You should know about the various “texts” of the Bible: Textus Receptus, Critical Text, Masoretic Text.  You should know the key to prophecy (Daniel’s book, particularly chapter 9 and the 70 weeks). You should know that some of the Bible is written to you, and some for you.

I would add to that:
Saved (1 Cor. 2:1-16; Eph. 4:17-18, Proverbs 1-9 chapters)
Study (2 Tim. 2:16; 2 Pe. 1:1-3, Prov. 9:10)
Sit under Good teaching (Eph 4:11-13; 1 Tim. 6:3-5, 2 Tim 2:14-17a, 2 Tim 4:1-4)
Sound application of Wisdom (Tit. 2:11-14, 1 Pet. 1:13-16, 2 Pet. 1:1-10) (Paul’s method: doctrine and then application.)

Heritage is important, but you should know the length of your life is not as important as your response to the stewardship that God has committed to the church.
There is a greater responsibility in this age (dispensation of grace) than under the “Law.”
You need to be aware of the three categories 




DISPENSATIONAL  DOCTRINE 
 

Proverbs 1:7 (KJV)  

 
 

“The  fear  of  the  LORD  is  the  beginning  of  
knowledge:  but  fools  despise  wisdom  and  
instruction.   (cf. Psa. 19:9,  Eph. 3:14-19) 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The  Holy  Ghost  clearly  indicated   throughout  Paul’s  epistles  the  importance  of  unity.  I sense  that  in  this  church, ZHBC.   I sense  the  need  for  separation.  I sense  the  need  to  be  on  the  right  path, no  matter  what  the  world  is  doing  or  other  so-called  ‘religions’  that  are  cults,  such  as  RC,  Mormonism,  Mohammed's  (Muslims), Buddhists,  Hindus,  New  Agers,  Wickens  (Wicca), etc., etc.  

There are  many  principles for “understanding the Bible.”  However,  Dispensationalism, as we shall see, is one of the most important.  Other factors are understanding  something  about  interpretation.  The recent guest pastor indicated that he had learned how important words are; I would add, for clarity, not only words, but whether they are plural or singular, what tense, whether noun, adjective, conjunction, preposition…..  Furthermore, things such as how the Bible is organized for the Christian compared with the Jewish Bible; which are historical books, major prophets, minor prophets, poetic books; what is the TaNakh  (acronym for Torah, the instructions, Pentateuch; Neviim, the Prophets; Ketuvim, writings;  there are only 24 Jewish books, 39 in the Christian OT.
You should know about the various “texts” of the Bible: Textus Receptus, Critical Text, Masoretic Text.  You should know the key to prophecy (Daniel’s book, particularly chapter 9 and the 70 weeks). You should know that some of the Bible is written to you, and some for you.

I would add to that:
Saved (1 Cor. 2:1-16; Eph. 4:17-18, Proverbs 1-9 chapters)
Study (2 Tim. 2:16; 2 Pe. 1:1-3, Prov. 9:10)
Sit under Good teaching (Eph 4:11-13; 1 Tim. 6:3-5, 2 Tim 2:14-17a, 2 Tim 4:1-4)
Sound application of Wisdom (Tit. 2:11-14, 1 Pet. 1:13-16, 2 Pet. 1:1-10) (Paul’s method: doctrine and then application.)

Heritage is important, but you should know the length of your life is not as important as your response to the stewardship that God has committed to the church.
There is a greater responsibility in this age (dispensation of grace) than under the “Law.”
You need to be aware of the three categories 




DISPENSATIONAL  DOCTRINE 

THE  OUTLINE 
 

I. SURVEY     (OVERVIEW  INTERSPERSED) 

II. SCRIPTURAL  BASIS 
a. TERMS  (and  cognates) 

1. OIKONOMIA 

2. AION 

3. GENEA 

b. VERSES 
 

III.  THE  SIGNIFICANCE  &   NEED 
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DISPENSATIONAL  DOCTRINE 
THE  OUTLINE 

 

IV. SALVATION  IN  THE  DISPENSATIONS:   
1) HOW  ARE  YOU  SAVED  IN  EACH  DISPENSATION? 

V. THE  SEVEN  DISPENSATIONS 
1. INNOCENCE  (AGE  OF  LIBERTY) 
2. CONSCIENCE  (AGE  OF  HUMAN  DETERMINATION) 
3. GOVERNMENT 
4. PROMISE  (PATRIARCHAL)  
5. LAW  
6. GRACE  (CHURCH) 
7. KINGDOM  (MILLENNIAL) 
(AGES  TO  COME) (SEE  Eph. 2:7; 3:5, 21;  Psa. 41:13; Isa. 

60:15; 1Tim. 1:17; Rev.  22:3-5) 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
SOME  MAKE  THE  TRIBULATION  A  SEPARATE  DISPENSATION  OF  7  YEARS.

SOME  MAKE  THE  “AGES  TO  COME”  A  SEPARATE  DISPENSATION.



THE  BIBLE 
 

“BAPTIST  FAITH  IS  INSEPARABLE  FROM  
OUR  BIBLE.” 
  

“THE  EXTENT  TO  WHICH  YOU  LOVE  THE  
BIBLE  IS  DETERMINED  BY  THE EXTENT  TO  
WHICH  YOU  ARE  WILLING  TO  DEFEND  IT.” 
 

“IF  THE  BIBLE  IS  NOT  TRUE  NOTHING  
MATTERS; BUT, IF THE BIBLE  IS  TRUE,  THEN  
NOTHING  ELSE  MATTERS.” 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Psa.  138:2

Psalm 138:2 (KJV) �(KJV) I will worship toward thy holy temple, and praise thy name for thy lovingkindness and for thy truth: for thou hast magnified thy word above all thy name. ��




SCRIPTURE 
EPHESIANS  1:1-14 

AND 
  2  TIMOTHY  2:15 

 
“Study  to  shew  thyself  approved unto  God,  
a  workman  that  needeth  not  to  be  
ashamed,  rightly  dividing  the  word  of  
truth.” 
 
For the week of 1/8/2011 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
A word of caution: There are many ‘divisions’ in Dispensational Theology.  Most are minor differences.  Some are major and are obviously wrong.  The final approach that you take depends upon your study of Scripture.  Just as some individuals list different  “covenants” in the Bible, many theologians list different dispensations.  However,  there is disdain for hyperdispensationalism.  Because of “soul liberty” you have a right to decide based on “sole authority of Scripture.



BAPTIST  DISTINCTIVES 
1. SOLE  AUTHORITY  OF  SCRIPTURE 

 
2. SOUL  LIBERTY 

 
3. SEPARATION  OF  CHURCH  AND  

STATE 
 

4. INDEPENDENT  CHURCHES 
 

5. PRIESTHOOD  OF  BELIEVERS 
 

6. BELIEVERS  BAPTISM 
 

7. LORD’S  SUPPER  
13 



THE  USE  OF  THE  WORD  IN  SCRIPTURE 

 

A.  “DISPENSATION”  IS  USED  FOUR  TIMES  IN  
THE  KJB  NEW  TESTAMENT. 

1. 1 Cor. 9:17  
 

“For  if  I  do  this  thing  willingly,  I  have  a 
reward:  but  if  against  my  will,  a 
dispensation  of  the  gospel  is 
committed  unto  me.”  

14 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Romans 11:13 For I speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as I am the apostle of the Gentiles, I magnify mine office: �Romans 15:16 That I should be the minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, ministering the gospel of God, that the offering up of the Gentiles might be acceptable, being sanctified by the Holy Ghost. �Galatians 2:7-8 But contrariwise, when they saw that the gospel of the uncircumcision was committed unto me, as the gospel of the circumcision was unto Peter; (For he that wrought effectually in Peter to the apostleship of the circumcision, the same was mighty in me toward the Gentiles:) �1 Timothy 2:7 Whereunto I am ordained a preacher, and an apostle, (I speak the truth in Christ, and lie not;) a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and verity. �2 Timothy 1:11 Whereunto I am appointed a preacher, and an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles. 



THE  USE  OF  THE  WORD  IN  SCRIPTURE 

 

A. IT  IS  USED  FOUR  TIMES  IN  THE  KJB  
NEW  TESTAMENT. 

 

2.  Ephesians 1:10 
 

“That  in  the  dispensation  of  the  fulness  
of  times  he  might  gather  together  in 
one  all  things  in  Christ,  both  which  
are  in  heaven,  and  which  are  on  
earth;  even  in  him:”  (cf. Gal. 3:16, 4:4) 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Note the plural “times”  versus “time” here:  Galatians 4:4 But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, �
Galatians 3:16 (KJV) �(KJV) Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ. 



THE  USE  OF  THE  WORD  IN  SCRIPTURE 

 

A. IT  IS  USED  FOUR  TIMES  IN  THE  KJB 
NEW  TESTAMENT. 

 

3.  Ephesians 3:2 
 

“If  ye  have  heard  of  the  dispensation  of 
the  grace  of  God  which  is  given  me  
to you-ward:” 
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THE  USE  OF  THE  WORD  IN  SCRIPTURE 

 

A. “DISPENSATION”  IS  USED  FOUR  TIMES  
IN  THE  KJB  NEW  TESTAMENT. 

 

4.    Colossians 1:25 
 

“Whereof  I  am  made  a  minister,  
according to  the  dispensation  of  God  
which  is given  to  me  for  you,  to  fulfil  
the  word of  God;”  
 17 



THE  MEANING  OF  THE  GREEK  WORD 
TRANSLATED  DISPENSATION 

 

B. THE  GREEK  WORD  IS   OIKONOMIA. 
1. This  noun  occurs  7  times  in  the  New  

Testament.  (Similar  words:  18  times) 
a. As  we  have  seen,  four  times  it  is  

translated  “dispensation.” 

b. In  addition,  it  is  translated “stewardship.” 
three  times. 

i. It  is  an  “administration”  delegated  to  
man  by  God  for  a  period  of  time. 

18 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Consider,  how  you  “administer”  your  house  or  home.  It  consists  of  a  set  or  “rules.”  God  has  determined  a  set  of  “rules”  in  each  dispensation  by  which  He  governs  His  creation.

Just  as  in  your  home,  some  of  those  rules  may  be  tests  for  your  children,  God’s  children  are  being  tested/tempted  in  each  dispensation.  (Gen.  22:1)

Oikonomia  is  the  femine noun.
Oikonomos  is  the  masculine  noun.
Oikonomeo  is  the  verb form




THE  MEANING  OF  THE  GREEK  WORD 
TRANSLATED  DISPENSATION 

 

THE  GREEK  WORD  IS   OIKONOMIA. 

From  two  Greek  words: 
 

OIKOS   =   HOUSE  (114X) 

NOMOS  =  LAW  (197X) 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
A  compound  Greek  word.

English  examples:  “breastplate”,  “customhouse”,  “henpeck”,  “henceforth”, many words made up of two Latin words combined.



 

The  various  forms  of  the  word  for  dispensation  
appear  in  the  New Testament  eighteen  times.   

 

1. The  verb  oikonomeō  is  used once  in Luke 16:2  
where  it  is  translated  ‘to  be  a  steward.’   
 

2. The  noun  oikonomos  appears  10  times  (Luke 
12:42; 16:1, 3, 8; Romans 16:23; 1 Corinthians 4:1, 
2; Galatians 4:2; Titus 1:7; 1 Peter 4:10)  and  is  
usually  translated  ‘steward,’   ‘chamberlain’  or 
governors.   
 

3. The  noun oikonomia  (feminine form)  7  times. 
20 

THE  MEANING  OF  THE  GREEK  WORD 
TRANSLATED  DISPENSATIONALISM 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Cognates   (various  forms) of  the  word: word with the same origin as another. a word in a language that has the same origin as a word in a different language



Οικονομεω 




  

4. THE  MEANING  EXPANDED: 
 

a. The  management  of  a  household  or  of 
household  affairs.  
 

 1a:    specifically,  the  management,  oversight,   
administration,  of  other’s  property. 

  

 1b:    the  office  of  a  manager  or  overseer,   
stewardship.  

 

 1c :    administration,   dispensation.  

22 

THE  MEANING  OF  THE  GREEK  WORDS 
TRANSLATED  DISPENSATIONALISM 



 

The  various  forms  (cognates)  of  the  word  
dispensation  appear  in  the  New Testament  
eighteen  times.   

 

1. The  noun  oikonomia  is  used  seven  times  
(Luke 16:2, 3, 4;    1 Corinthians 9:17; 
Ephesians 1:10; 3:2;   Colossians 1:25).  In  
these  instances  it  is  translated   
‘stewardship,’  or  ‘dispensation.’ 
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THE  MEANING  OF  THE  GREEK  WORD 
TRANSLATED  DISPENSATIONALISM 



POLYSEMIC  WORDS  THAT  CAN  BE  
INTERPRETED  TO  MEAN  DISPENSATION 

 

In  some  passages ,  the  Greek  words  to  follow 
indicate  dispensation(s):   

1. aions   (translated  ages  or  world), 
2. genea   (translated  age  and   generation),   
3. archaios   and   kairos   (translated   time)  
 

“Even  the  mystery  which  hath  been  hid  from 
ages  (Gr. aions)  and  from  generations  (Gr. 
genea),  but  now  is  made  manifest  to  his 
saints:”  (Colossians 1:26)  

24 



POLYSEMIC  WORDS  THAT  CAN  BE  
INTERPRETED  TO  MEAN  DISPENSATION 

 

AN  EXAMPLE  OF  A  GREEK  WORD  THAT  MAY  
INDICATE  DISPENSATION  DEPENDING  UPON  
CONTEXT:   

 

Matthew 16:3   
 

“And  in  the  morning,  It  will  be  foul  weather  to  
day:  for  the  sky  is  red  and lowring.  O  ye  
hypocrites,  ye  can  discern  the face  of  the  sky;  
but  can  ye  not  discern  the  signs  of  the  times  
(Gr.  kairos)?”  25 



POLYSEMIC  WORDS  THAT  CAN  BE  
INTERPRETED  TO  MEAN  DISPENSATION 

 

EXAMPLE 

Ephesians 3:5 
 

“Which  in  other  ages  (Gr. genea)  was  not 
made  known  unto  the  sons  of  men,  as  it 
is  now  revealed  unto  his  holy  apostles 
and  prophets  by  the  Spirit” (Ephesians 3:5, 
cf.,  v. 21) 

26 



APPLICATION 
 

EXAMPLE 
 

Ephesians 3:4-6  
 

“Whereby,   when  ye  read,  ye  may  understand  my 
knowledge  in  the  mystery  of  Christ)  Which  in 
other  ages  ( genea)   was  not   made  known  unto  
the  sons  of  men,  as  it  is  now  revealed  unto  his 
holy  apostles  and  prophets  by  the  Spirit;  That  the  
Gentiles  should  be  fellow-heirs,  and  of  the same  
body,  and  partakers  of  his  promise  in Christ  by  the  
gospel: “ 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Abraham’s faith occurred before circumcision. Rom 4:12

Γενεα 





APPLICATION 
 

EXAMPLE 
 

Matthew 28:19-20   Go  ye  therefore,  and  teach  all 
nations,  baptizing  them  in  the  name  of  the  Father, 
and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost:  Teaching 
them  to  observe  all  things  whatsoever  I  have 
commanded  you:  and,  lo,  I  am  with  you  alway,  
even  unto  the  end  of  the  world  [Gr.  aion].  Amen.  
 

Can  be  understood  both  ways.  This  is  called  
polysemy  or  ambiguity. 28 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
May be understood to indicate that Jesus would be with the missionaries,  pastors,  evangelists, teachers, all  who  proclaim the Gospel throughout the remaining dispensations  until the Lord brings an end to this sinful world.

This is the ambiguity that the KJB translators refused to remove from the translation.



POLYSEMIC  WORDS  THAT  CAN  BE  
INTERPRETED  TO  MEAN  DISPENSATION 

 

In  some  passages ,  the  Hebrew  or  Aramaic  texts   
suggest   dispensation(s):   

 

Daniel 2:21  “And  he  [GOD]  changeth  the  times  
and  the  seasons:  he  [GOD]  removeth  kings,  
and  setteth  up  kings:  he  [GOD]  giveth  wisdom  
unto  the  wise,  and  knowledge  to  them  that  
know  understanding:”  

29 



SOME  OF  THE  PROOFS  OF  
DISPENSATIONS 

Any  person  is  a  dispensationalist  who:  
 

1. Trusts  Christ’s  shed  blood  and  death  on  
the  Cross  as  final  atonement  rather  than  
animal  sacrifice for  temporary  atonement.  
 

2. Worships  on  the  first  day  of  the  week  
rather  than  Saturday.  
 

3. Is  not  building  an  Ark. 
30 



SOME  OF  THE  PROOFS  OF  
DISPENSATIONS 

THERE  ARE  ALLEGED  CONTRADICTIONS  IN  THE  BIBLE  
THAT  CAN  ONLY  BE  UNDERSTOOD  BY  RIGHTLY  

DIVIDING  GOD’S  TRUTH. 

In  Gen. 4:9-12,  God  did  not  kill  Cain  for  
murdering  his  brother.   (versus)   In  Gen. 9:6,  
God’s  rules  changed.  (“Whoso  sheddeth  man's  
blood,  by  man  shall  his  blood  be  shed:  for  in  
the  image of  God  made  he  man.”) 

 

Mat. 10:5-15.  Disciples  were  ordered  to  preach 
only  to  the  Jews.  (versus)  In  Mat. 28:18-20,  
Christ  commanded  that  the  gospel  was  to  be  
preached  to  all  men. 
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SOME  OF  THE  PROOFS  OF  
DISPENSATIONS 

THERE  ARE  ALLEGED  CONTRADICTIONS  IN  THE  BIBLE  THAT  
CAN  ONLY  BE  UNDERSTOOD  BY  RIGHTLY  DIVIDING  HIS  

TRUTH. 
 

Lk. 22:35-36.   What  about  carrying  money  and  a  
weapon  compared  with  no  weapons  earlier? 

 

What  about  preaching  the  death,  burial,  and  
resurrection  of  the  Lord  compared  with  
preaching  that  the  gospel  of  the  Kingdom  is  at  
hand?  
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Kingdom  of  God  has  two  aspects,  the  sovereignty  of  God  over  everything  and  the  coming  Kingdom  of  God  on  earth—the  Millennium.  This  is  polysemy.  Just  as  “pascha”  refers  to  the  Passover  in  every  place (28)  but  one  Acts 12:4.



SOME  OF  THE  PROOFS  OF  
DISPENSATIONS 

THERE  ARE  ALLEGED  CONTRADICTIONS  IN  THE  BIBLE  THAT  CAN  
ONLY  BE  UNDERSTOOD  BY  RIGHTLY  DIVIDING  HIS  TRUTH. 

 

What  about  Revelation 13:10 (KJV):  

 
 “He  that  leadeth  into  captivity  shall  go  into 

captivity:  he  that  killeth  with  the  sword  must  
be  killed  with  the  sword.  Here  is  the  patience 
and  the  faith  of  the  saints.”  
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Applies  to  the  tribulation  and  cooperation  with the  Antichrist.  The  German  Baptists  apply  this  to  all  ages  and  therefore  refuse military  service as  ‘conscientious  objectors.’



SOME  OF  THE  PROOFS  OF  
DISPENSATIONS 

THERE  ARE ALLEGED   CONTRADICTIONS  IN  THE  BIBLE  THAT  CAN  
ONLY  BE  UNDERSTOOD  BY  RIGHTLY  DIVIDING  HIS  TRUTH. 

 

What  about  picking  up  sticks  on  the  Sabbath?  
(Numbers  15:32-35). 

 

What  about  the  ordinances  (rites and  ceremonies)   
in  the  OT?   
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Applies  to  the  tribulation  and  cooperation  with the  Antichrist.  The  German  Baptists  apply  this  to  all  ages  and  therefore  refuse military service as  conscientious  objectors.



DISPENSATIONAL  ERRORS 
 

What  about  Israel  and  the  Church.  Roman  
Catholicism  and  many  Protestants  teach  that  God  
permanently  rejected  Israel  and  replaced  it  with  
the  Church,  called  “Replacement  Theology.” (See  2  
Sam.  7:10ff;  Rom.  11:1, 25-29) 

 

Many  have  adopted  certain  rituals  from  the  OT  
dispensation,  such  as  priests,  elaborate  ceremonies  
and  liturgy   with candles  &  incense   Some  claim  
infant  baptism  replaced  circumcision.  

 

What  about  Herbert  Armstrong  and  the  “Worldwide  
Church  of  God”?   
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Armstrong’s  10 tribes: claims rediscovered and now  the true church  of  God.



IMPORTANCE  OF  DISPENSATIONS 
From  an  article  on  Sermon-Audio  from   
 

“. . . [S]ome  will  say  the  Bible  has  failed  in  getting  its  
messages  across.  With  consideration  given  to  diminishing  
congregations  in  so  many  churches  and  the  lack  of  
christian  morals  in  society,  it  is  hard  to  believe  that  the  
Bible  has  been  anything  close  to  a  success.  I  wouldn't  
dare  to  tell  anyone  how  to  lead  their  life.  I  have  my  
beliefs,  and  I  live  my  life  in  accordance  with  that  belief,  
on  the  other  hand,  I  have  had  so-called  "christians"  
engaging  in  very  non-christian  behaviour   interfering  in  
my  life  for  as  long  as I  can  remember . . . “ 
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This  demonstrates the position  of  many  unbelievers today  because the church has not done a good job to train up believers through discipleship to defend the Bible  and  because so many  ‘professing  believers’  do  not  really believe the Bible because of the way they live.

Read more: http://www.ctv.ca/CTVNews/SciTech/20111229/future-of-the-king-james-version-of-bible-on-400th-anniversary-111230/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+delicious%2Fgqlf+%28Christian+Headlines+Top+Headlines%29#ixzz1iDPfgA3K
(From  Sermon-Audio)
I have read the Bible. I do not disagree with many of its teachings, however one cannot deny that those teachings have been misused under the guise of "christianity" to foster hatred, engage in religious wars and further divide mankind like so many other faith based scriptures. Like myself, some will say the Bible has failed in getting its messages across. With consideration given to diminishing congregations in so many churches and the lack of christian morals in society, it is hard to believe that the Bible has been anything close to a success. I wouldn't dare to tell anyone how to lead their life. I have my beliefs, and I live my life in accordance with that belief, on the other hand, I have had so-called "christians" engaging in very non-christian behaviour interfering in my life for as long as I can remember. Perhaps reading Christopher Hitchens' book God Is Not Great will provide a perspective more in tune with reality?



SCRIPTURE 
 
 

Colossians 1:13-29; 2:1-3 
 
 
 

For  week of 1/22/2012 
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Economy = an organized system.



JOT  AND  TITTLE 
 

h/hy 
 

syhla 
B iota jot 

K keraia  tittle  
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A word of caution: There are many ‘divisions’ in Dispensational Theology.  Most are minor differences.  Some are major and are obviously wrong.  The final approach that you take depends upon your study of Scripture.  Just as some individuals list different  “covenants” in the Bible, many theologians list different dispensations.  However,  there is disdain for hyperdispensationalism.  Because of “soul liberty” you have a right to decide based on “sole authority of Scripture.

In Eph. 3, Christ mentioned 9 times. Trinity present in power.

Dispensations 5 times in Eph. Chapter 3.

IOTA  =  JOT  (Smallest  Greek  letter) (Yod is smallest in Hebrew)
KERAIA  =  TITTLE  (something horn like)  



IMPORTANCE  OF  DISPENSATIONS 
 

CHAFER  SAID: 
 

“IT  IS  PROBABLE  [FOR  THE  SAINT]  THAT  THE  
RECOGNITION  OF  THE  DISPENSATIONS  SHEDS  
MORE  LIGHT  ON  THE  WHOLE  MESSAGE  OF  THE  
BIBLE  THAN  ANY  OTHER  ASPECT  OF  BIBLICAL  
STUDY.” 
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This is why your pastor and teachers decided to teach this in depth.  It is important.  



DISPENSATIONAL  THEOLOGY 
IS  BAPTIST  THEOLOGY 

SOME  DEFINITIONS 
THE  OLD  SCOFIELD BIBLE  SAYS: 
 

“A  DISPENSATION  IS  A  PERIOD  OF  
TIME  DURING  WHICH  MAN  IS  TESTED  
IN  RESPECT  OF  OBEDIENCE  TO  SOME  
SPECIFIC  REVELATION  OF  THE  WILL  OF  
GOD.” 
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This is true but do not get caught up in a specific length of time!  The  length  of  time  for dispensations  varies  considerably.

Two types of revelation  are  recognized:  (1) General  Revelation: creation; (2) Special (or specific)  Revelation:  the  “voice  of  God”  or  recorded  revelation.  (Dan. 9:10)

Daniel 9:10 (KJV) �(KJV) Neither have we obeyed the voice of the LORD our God, to walk in his laws, which he set before us by his servants the prophets. ��




DISPENSATIONAL  THEOLOGY 
IS  BAPTIST  THEOLOGY 

SOME  DEFINITIONS 
“Major  Bible  Themes”  by  Lewis  Sperry  Chafer: 
 

“A  dispensation  can  be  defined  as  a  
stage  in  the  progressive  revelation  
of  God  constituting  a  distinctive  
stewardship  or  rule  of  life.” 
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Notice  it  does  not  say  progressive  dispensationalism.



DISPENSATIONAL  THEOLOGY 
IS  BAPTIST  THEOLOGY 

SOME  DEFINITIONS 
“Dispensationalism  Today”  by  Charles  Ryrie: 
 

“A  concise  definition  is  this:  A  
Dispensation  is  a  distinguishable  
economy  in  the  outworking  of  
God’s  purpose.” 
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DISPENSATIONAL  THEOLOGY 
IS  BAPTIST  THEOLOGY 

 

AN  ILLUSTRATION 
CHANGE  OF  THE  RULES  OF  ADMINISTRATION  IN  A  

DIFFERENT  ECONOMY 
 

Before   the  economic  crash,  a  boss  or  a  company  
paid  an  employee  1 and  a  half  times  base  pay  per  
hour  for   overtime.  After  the  crash,  the  rules  
changed,  and  only  the  base  pay  per  hour  was  paid  
for  overtime.   
 

Similarly,  when  the  economy  (stewardship)  under  the  
Mosaic  law  failed,  God  changed  economies.    
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DISPENSATIONAL  THEOLOGY 
IS  BAPTIST  THEOLOGY 

SOME  DEFINITIONS 
 

MY  BRIEF  DEFINITION: 
 

“A  SPECIFIC  STEWARDSHIP  COMMITTED  
TO  MAN  BY  GOD”  (for a period of 
time). 
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God  is  testing  man  through  specific  stewardships  to  demonstrate  man’s  need(s):
A  Saviour  and  only  one, the Lord Jesus Christ, qualifies.
Guidance;  obedience to God’s  “way  of  life”  is  best.
A  Priest  and  King, and  only  one, the Lord Jesus Christ, qualifies.
Selfism  does  not  work.
Man’s  false  gods  are  ludicrous.
Carnality  and  Materialism  is  bogus.
Pride  is  deceitful. 





THE  FORK  IN  THE  ROAD 

46 

GENTILES ARE  
STILL  UNDER 
THE   AGE  OF 
GOVERNMENT 

ISRAEL’S 
ROAD  SINCE  
ABRAHAM. 
 

CHURCH  
WHILE  
ISRAEL  IS  IN  
BLINDNESS 
(Rom. 11:25; 
1 Co. 12:13, 
Eph. 2:16  
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Presentation Notes
I believe He  is  taking  us  through  7  dispensations  in  order  to  demonstrate  (1)  The  need  of  man  for  a  Saviour.  (2)  Man  is  being  tried  in  every  possible  way  (e.g.,  Seven  is  the number  for  completeness  ( or perfection  in  the  KJB),  which  is  the  frequent  meaning  in  the  KJB.  Only  God  is  absolutely  perfect (2 Sam 22:31; Psa. 18:30; 19:7;).  We must  separate  the  profane  from  the  Holy.  

Three divisions of the two  classes of  “man” (anthropos) in the Bible:

The Two Classes:  Believers and Unbelievers
Three divisions: Jews, Gentiles, & Church  1 Corinthians 10:32 (KJV)  Give none offence, neither to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor to the church of God: ��Psalm 18:30 (KJV) �(KJV) As for God, his way is perfect: the word of the LORD is tried: he is  a buckler to all those that trust in him. �
Ezekiel 22:26 (KJV) �(KJV) Her priests have violated my law, and have profaned mine holy things: they have put no difference between the holy and profane, neither have they shewed difference between the unclean and the clean, and have hid their eyes from my sabbaths, and I am profaned among them. �
Isaiah 26:3 (KJV) �(KJV) Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee. ��2 Timothy 3:16-17 (KJV) �(KJV) All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works. ��





THE  NEED  FOR  DISPENSATIONALISM 
 

EXAMPLES   DEMONSTRATING  THE  NEED: 
A. Roman  Catholicism  does  not  have  a  dispensational  

approach  to  Scripture.  As  a  result,  their  theological  
system  is  out  of  control. 

a.  Priests  dress  similar  to  the  OT  priests.   
b. Their  offerings,  rituals,  mass,  and  other  ordinances  

derive  from  a  faulty  theology. 

B. Covenant  Theology  is followed  by  denominations 
that  came  out  of  the  Reformation:  Presbyterians,  
Reformed  Churches,  etc.  (Covenant  of  Works,         
of  Grace,  and  of  Redemption).  More  later.   
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http://www.charismanews.com/culture/32108-survey-most-bible-readers-wa

2,000  BIBLE  READERS  WERE  SURVEYED

Do  Christians want a Bible that is accurate and faithful?  Some do,  but  not all, which is fascinating.  Personally,  I do not want anyone giving me their interpretation  of  the  Bible  as  a translation.

Survey was conducted by “LifeWay Research,”  a branch of LifeWay Christian Bookstores,  which is linked with the Southern Baptist Convention.   Scott McConnell, director of LifeWay Research  was the  lead  researcher.



DISPENSATIONAL  THEOLOGY 
IS  BAPTIST  THEOLOGY 

 

THE  ORGANIZATION  OF  EVERY  DISPENSATION: 
 

1. TRIAL  OR  TEST. 

2. FAILURE. 

3. JUDGMENT. 
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While  spiritual  lessons  can  be  drawn  from  every  portion  of  the  Bible,  only  those  instructions  in  the  Age  of  Grace  are  to  be  given  a  primary  or  personal  application.

Handout  the  1000+  commands.



DISPENSATIONAL  DOCTRINE 

THE  OUTLINE 
 

I. SURVEY     (OVERVIEW  INTERSPERSED) 

II. SCRIPTURAL  BASIS 
a. TERMS  (and  cognates) 

1. OIKONOMIA 

2. AION 

3. GENEA 

b. VERSES 
 

III.  THE  SIGNIFICANCE  &   NEED 
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DISPENSATIONAL  DOCTRINE 
THE  OUTLINE 

 

IV. SALVATION  IN  THE  DISPENSATIONS:   
1) HOW  ARE  YOU  SAVED  IN  EACH  DISPENSATION? 

V. THE  SEVEN  DISPENSATIONS 
1. INNOCENCE  (AGE  OF  LIBERTY) 
2. CONSCIENCE  (AGE  OF  HUMAN  DETERMINATION) 
3. GOVERNMENT 
4. PROMISE  (PATRIARCHAL)  
5. LAW  
6. GRACE  (CHURCH) 
7. KINGDOM  (MILLENNIAL) 
(AGES  TO  COME) (SEE  Eph. 2:7; 3:5, 21;  Psa. 41:13; Isa. 

60:15; 1Tim. 1:17; Rev.  22:3-5) 
 

51 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
SOME  MAKE  THE  TRIBULATION  A  SEPARATE  DISPENSATION  OF  7  YEARS.

SOME  MAKE  THE  “AGES  TO  COME”  A  SEPARATE  DISPENSATION.



DISPENSATIONAL  THEOLOGY 
IS  BIBLICAL  THEOLOGY 

(A  SIGNIFICANT  MISUNDERSTANDING  BY  THOSE  
WHO  ATTACK  DISPENSATIONALISM) 

 

THEY  CLAIM  DISPENSATIONALISTS  
TEACH  THE  PATH  TO  INITIAL  

SALVATION  CHANGES  THROUGH  THE  
DISPENSATIONS! 

 

THIS  IS  FALSE!!! 
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In other words, if you believe Dispensationalism, you are ignorant.

Incidentally,  Baptists  did  not  come  out  of  the  Reformation.  They  go  all  the  way  back  to  the  apostolic  days.  (See The  Lie  That  Changed  the  Modern  Word)



DISPENSATIONAL  THEOLOGY 
IS  BIBLICAL  THEOLOGY 

 

SCRIPTURE 

Romans  4:1-25 

Ephesians 2:8-9 

Genesis 5:24; 6:8-9; 15:6** 

Habakkuk 2:4 
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In other words, if you believe Dispensationalism, you are ignorant.

Incidentally,  Baptists  did  not  come  out  of  the  Reformation.  They  go  all  the  way  back  to  the  apostolic  days.  (See The  Lie  That  Changed  the  Modern  Word)



SALVATION  IN  THE  DISPENSATIONS 
GOD’S  GRACE 

 

“The  basis  of  INITIAL  salvation  in  every  age  is  
the  death  of  Christ,  ACCORDING  TO  THE  
SCRIPTURES  (shedding  of  His  blood). (Heb. 
9:22;  10:10) 

“The  requirement   for  salvation  in  every  age  is  
FAITH.  (Rom. 4, Heb.  11:6,  etc., etc.)  (pistueo)  

“The  object  of  salvation  in  every  age  is  the  
God  of  the  Bible,  (Deut 4; 6  (Shema), 11,  Act 
27:25) 

“The  content  of  faith  changes  in  every  age.”  
This  is  “Progressive  Revelation.”  (Covenants) 
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The  “so-called”  covenants  deduced  from  Scripture  by  Covenant  Theologians  are  really  the  blessings  of  salvation:

Salvation  is  three stages  seen  in  Scripture, but  outlined in one  verse  by  the  Apostle  Paul:
2 Corinthians 1:10 (KJV) �(KJV) Who delivered us from so great a death, and doth deliver: in whom we trust that he will yet deliver us; �
Faith  establishes  a  relationship,
Obedience establishes fellowship.



DISPENSATIONAL  THEOLOGY 
IS  BAPTIST  THEOLOGY 

ANOTHER  WRONG   CHARGE   AGAINST  
DISPENSATIONALISM 

Daniel  P.  Fuller,  Northern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  
Chicago,  1957,  said:  
 

“Ignorance  [by  those  who  teach  and  believe    
Dispensationalism]  is  bliss,  and  it  may  well  be  
that  this  popularity  would  not  be  so  great  if  
the  adherents  of  this  system  knew  the  historical  
background  of  what  they  teach…..”    

[continues  on  the  next  slide] 
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In other words, if you believe Dispensationalism, you are ignorant.

Incidentally,  Baptists  did  not  come  out  of  the  Reformation.  They  go  all  the  way  back  to  the  apostolic  days.  (See The  Lie  That  Changed  the  Modern  Word)



DISPENSATIONAL  THEOLOGY 
IS  BAPTIST  THEOLOGY 

WRONG  CHARGES  AGAINST  
DISPENSATIONALISM 

 

Fuller  continues: 
 

“Few  indeed  realize  that  the  teaching  of  Chafer  
came  from  Scofield,  who  in  turn  got  it  through  
the  writings  of  [John]  Darby  [1800-1882]  and  
the  Plymouth  Brethren.” 
 

THIS  IS  FALSE  AND  WE  WILL  ADDRESS  IT. 
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Some  writers  try  to  link  “salvation”  and  dispensations.  You  are  saved  the  same  way  in  every  dispensation—faith  from  “pistueo” (n. pistis)(trust  and  believe)  in  the  God  of  the  Bible.  In  the  OT,  the  saints  look  forward  to  the  coming  of  their  Saviour,  or  in  other  words  the  Cross.  In  the  NT,  we  look  back  to  the  Cross.  

In  the  OT,  the  saints  knew  a  whole lot  more  than we  give  them  credit.  Take  for  instance  OT saints understood there was life after death, which would come about because of a Saviour: Job 14:14, 19:23-29;  Hannah’s  song,  1 Sam. 2:1-11;  Psa. 17:14 , 15; 49:14-15; 73:24-26; Isa. 26:19; Dan. 12:1-3. 



DISPENSATIONAL  THEOLOGY 

THEOLOGY:  THE  STUDY  OF  GOD 

THEOLOGY  IS  DIVIDED  INTO  TWO  
MAJOR  DIVISIONS: 

1. DISPENSATIONAL  (BAPTIST)  THEOLOGY 
A. HOWEVER,  THERE  ARE  BAPTISTS  WHO  CALL 

THEMSELVES  CALVINISTS,  SOVEREIGN  GRACE  
BAPTISTS,  ETC.  THIS  IS  WRONG. 

2. COVENANT  (PROTESTANT,  RC)  THEOLOGY 
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Theology  is  from Greek Theos  and  legein (to speak).



DISPENSATIONAL  THEOLOGY 
versus  

COVENANT THEOLOGY 
 

1. COVENANT   THEOLOGY: 
a. REFORMED  THEOLOGY 

i. DEVELOPED  IN  THE  REFORMATION 
ii. ASSOCIATED  WITH  LUTHER,  CALVIN, 

ZWINGLI 
b. CALVINISTIC  THEOLOGY :  “TULIP” 

2.  CLAIM  TWO  MAJOR  COVENANTS 
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Augustine  (354- 430 A.D.)  SEEDS  WERE  IN  AUGUSTINE’S  WRITINGS

Origin  (184-253 A.D.)

Eusebius  (263-339 A.D.)

“Reformed’  is  from  the  Reformation.  Those  coming  out  of   Roman  Catholicism  changed  many  of  their  theological  beliefs,  but  they  also  kept  some  such  as  infant  baptism,  transubstantiation  or  consubstantiation,  many  rituals,  liturgical  traditions.

Emerging  church  has  progressed  in   throwing  over  the  doctrine  of  separation.  This  overthrow  began  with  Harold  Ockenga (1905 – 1985)  at  Fuller  University  in  CA  and  progressed  rapidly  through  fundamental  evangelicalism  to  neo-evangelicalism.  Now  Hindus and  Buddhists  are  allowed  open  worship  (e.g., spouting their beliefs in  a  meeting)  They do not have pastors any longer, just  “leaders.” 
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DISPENSATIONAL  THEOLOGY 
versus  

COVENANT THEOLOGY 
 

2. CLAIM  TWO  MAJOR  COVENANTS: 

1) A  COVENANT  OF  WORKS  (IN  
THE  GARDEN) 

2) A  COVENANT  OF  GRACE   
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Augustine  (354- 430 A.D.) SEEDS  WERE  IN  AUGUSTINE’S  WRITINGS

Origin  (184-253 A.D.)

Eusebius  (263-339 A.D.)

“Reformed’  is  from  the  Reformation.  Those  coming  out  of   Roman  Catholicism  changed  many  of  their  theological  beliefs,  but  they  also  kept  some  such  as  infant  baptism,  transubstantiation  or  consubstantiation,  many  rituals,  liturgical  traditions.

Emerging  church  has  progressed  in   throwing  over  the  doctrine  of  separation.  This  overthrow  began  with  Harold  Ockenga (1905 – 1985)  at  Fuller  University  in  CA  and  progressed  rapidly  through  fundamental  evangelicalism  to  neo-evangelicalism.  Now  Hindus and  Buddhists  are  allowed  open  worship  (e.g., spouting their beliefs in  a  meeting)  They do not have pastors any longer, just  “leaders.” 
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Understanding  the  Bible  is  critically  important.  As  you  will  see,  Dispensationalism  is  a  key.

However,  there are other things that contribute also.  Such as,  understanding  the  Jewish  Bible  is  organized differently  than  the  Christian  Bible.  The  Jewish  Bible  ends  at  2  Chronicles.  The  verse  Mat. 23 :35  would  not  be  clear  without  this  understanding.

In terms of organization, Christian versions of the Hebrew Bible use a different order and division of the books than the Tanakh does. The word TaNaKh, in fact is an acronym based on the initial Hebrew letters of each of the text's three parts:
Torah meaning "Instruction." Also called the “Pentateuch" and the "Books of Moses," this part of the Tanakh follows the same order and division of books adopted in the Christian version.
Nevi’im, meaning "Prophets." The Jewish tradition includes the "historical" books of Joshua, Kings and Samuel in this category.
Ketuvim, meaning "Writings." These include this historical writings (Ezra-Nehemiah and the Chronicles); wisdom books (Job, Ecclesiastes and Proverbs); poetry (Psalms, Lamentations and the Song of Solomon); and biographies (Ruth, Esther and Daniel).
In addition, it groups Chronicles with Kings rather than considering it one of the Writings. The result is, among other things, that the last book of the Christian version is Malachi, while the last book of the Jewish version is Chronicles.

It helps to know the responsibilities of the various prophets,  such as Hosea and Amos were prophets to the Northern Kingdom;  Daniel and Ezekiel, the Exile; Haggai, Zacharia, Malachi, postexilic prophets; Jonah, Nineveh (Assyria); Obadiah, Edom; the rest were to the Southern Kingdom.  

The Bible is at least 1/3 prophecy. Understanding the Bible is clearly linked to knowing God’s key to prophecy, the book of Daniel; particularly, chapter 9 and the 70 weeks. The book of Revelation cannot be understood without knowing Daniel. Those two books, along with a systematic look at all of the 66 books of the “Canon of Scripture” concerning eschatological things, give us a picture, however much is still ‘cloudy,’ of things to come.

Any student of God’s words must be familiar with typology in Scripture. He must know the difference between a simile, a metaphor, a parable,   (whether an account  in  the  Bible  is  a parable  or  a  true  account). 

What about the inspiration of Scripture?  The Words God breathed out are verbally and plenarily inspired.

The  test  of  a  doctrine  is  whether  it  is  Scriptural.

Why do we teach Dispensationalism? It is because it is Scriptural. You can go on the internet and find those who would call it heresy. However, if one investigates the persons claiming Dispensationalism is heresy, they are the ones who are really enemies of God and His Words. They inappropriately divide the Words of God to fit their scheme of interpretation. They use deductive interpretation instead of inductive. 

Others ask why we use “old” books,”  meaning the OT.  The reason is related to the information and application available in the OT for us to live sanctified lives (the second phase of salvation (freed from the power of sin, our standing). Luke and Paul, the Apostle to the Gentiles, clearly tell us why we are to use the OT. 

1 Corinthians 10:6 Now these things were our examples, to the intent we should not lust after evil things, as they also lusted. (mention James & trials).
Romans 15:4 For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope. �Luke 24:27 And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself. 

Therefore,  we observe the OT divisions,  “rightly divided,” and what are they telling us. (1) We learn about responsibilities of man as God “progressively revealed”  (“Progressive Revelation”) His various stewardships as He tried men’s souls. We learn about the Lord Jesus Christ. For example, many have understood that “Jesus” is on every page in the Bible. Therefore, what is the meaning of the sacrifices in the OT; the burnt, the meal (meat), peace, sin, and trespass offerings that we might learn from them? What is the meaning of the feasts of Israel; the Passover, the feast of unleavened bread, the first fruits, and the first fruits feast, Pentecost, Feast of Tabernacles, the Day of Atonement, the Feast of Trumpets? What about the Tabernacle in the Wilderness?�
What about the trials and temptations of the people of Israel and their failures? Consider the 40 years in the desert; their failures in the Land of Promise. What about the failures in the various dispensations such as the Age of Conscience; the Age of Government; the Age of Promise.  What does the NT tell us about our “conscience?” How does the book of James shed light upon trials throughout the history of man?  What do the transitions for one dispensation to another teach us?  What are our duties toward God in the age in which we live?

Now, let’s take a look an overview of Dispensationalism and a brief review of  the history. I would like to mention our conference with Brother Jeff Faggart. If you understood Dispensationalism, you understood a lot about his comments. They were excellent.  Our heritage is related to God’s work on earth and “rightly dividing” His Words.  If you would like, I have placed on my website copies of a paper by Dr. Walvoord, 2001, that will help understand what has happened to the “Doctrine of Dispensationalism.”

One thing for certain, we are coming to a convergence of three distinct “groups,” if you would, in history that are moving toward the conclusion of three distinct groups. 1 Corinthians 10:32 (KJV) (KJV) Give none offence, neither to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor to the church of God: �The Jewish and the Gentile program is outlined primarily in the Book of Daniel, but also in all the OT. The church program is outlined in the N.T.
 �

 



 

SCRIPTURE 

Hebrews 5: 12-13 (cf. 1 Cor. 3:2) 
 

Mat. 7:21-23  (review) 
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The Bible is at least 1/3 prophecy. Understanding the Bible is clearly linked to knowing God’s key to prophecy, the book of Daniel; particularly, chapter 9 and the 70 weeks. The book of Revelation cannot be understood without knowing Daniel. Those two books, along with a systematic look at all of the 66 books of the “Canon of Scripture” concerning eschatological things, give us a picture, however much is still ‘cloudy,’ of things to come.
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What about the inspiration of Scripture?  The Words God breathed out are verbally and plenarily inspired.
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Why do we teach Dispensationalism? It is because it is Scriptural. You can go on the internet and find those who would call it heresy. However, if one investigates the persons claiming Dispensationalism is heresy, they are the ones who are really enemies of God and His Words. They inappropriately divide the Words of God to fit their scheme of interpretation. They use deductive interpretation instead of inductive. 

Others ask why we use “old” books,”  meaning the OT.  The reason is related to the information and application available in the OT for us to live sanctified lives (the second phase of salvation (freed from the power of sin, our standing). Luke and Paul, the Apostle to the Gentiles, clearly tell us why we are to use the OT. 

1 Corinthians 10:6 Now these things were our examples, to the intent we should not lust after evil things, as they also lusted. (mention James & trials).
Romans 15:4 For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope. �Luke 24:27 And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself. 

Therefore,  we observe the OT divisions,  “rightly divided,” and what are they telling us. (1) We learn about responsibilities of man as God “progressively revealed”  (“Progressive Revelation”) His various stewardships as He tried men’s souls. We learn about the Lord Jesus Christ. For example, many have understood that “Jesus” is on every page in the Bible. Therefore, what is the meaning of the sacrifices in the OT; the burnt, the meal (meat), peace, sin, and trespass offerings that we might learn from them? What is the meaning of the feasts of Israel; the Passover, the feast of unleavened bread, the first fruits, and the first fruits feast, Pentecost, Feast of Tabernacles, the Day of Atonement, the Feast of Trumpets? What about the Tabernacle in the Wilderness?�
What about the trials and temptations of the people of Israel and their failures? Consider the 40 years in the desert; their failures in the Land of Promise. What about the failures in the various dispensations such as the Age of Conscience; the Age of Government; the Age of Promise.  What does the NT tell us about our “conscience?” How does the book of James shed light upon trials throughout the history of man?  What do the transitions for one dispensation to another teach us?  What are our duties toward God in the age in which we live?

Now, let’s take a look an overview of Dispensationalism and a brief review of  the history. I would like to mention our conference with Brother Jeff Faggart. If you understood Dispensationalism, you understood a lot about his comments. They were excellent.  Our heritage is related to God’s work on earth and “rightly dividing” His Words.  If you would like, I have placed on my website copies of a paper by Dr. Walvoord, 2001, that will help understand what has happened to the “Doctrine of Dispensationalism.”

One thing for certain, we are coming to a convergence of three distinct “groups,” if you would, in history that are moving toward the conclusion of three distinct groups. 1 Corinthians 10:32 (KJV) (KJV) Give none offence, neither to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor to the church of God: �The Jewish and the Gentile program is outlined primarily in the Book of Daniel, but also in all the OT. The church program is outlined in the N.T.
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COVENANT   THEOLOGY 
POSTMODERN   MOVEMENT  CHURCHES,  EVEN  

BAPTISTS,  ARE  CAUGHT  UP  IN COVENANT   
THEOLOGY   

1. COVENANT  (CALVINISM)  THEOLOGY:  TULIP 
a. T  =  TOTAL  DEPRAVITY 
b. U =  UNCONDITIONAL  ELECTION 
c. L =  LIMITED  ATONEMENT 
d. I =  IRRESISTABLE  GRACE 
e. P =  PERSEVERANCE   

2. COVENANT’S  “REPLACEMENT  THEOLOGY”  
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COVENANT  THEOLOGIANS  TEACH  REPLACEMENT  THEOLOGY.
ISN’T  IT  INTERESTING  THAT  SO  MANY  TODAY  WANT  TO  ELIMINATE  ISRAEL.  WHY?  ISRAEL  IS  A  THREAT  TO  THEIR  PLAN  FOR  THE  FUTURE.

Some call themselves  3.5  Calvinists;  or  4.5  Calvinists.  I am a  0 point Calvinists.



COVENANTS 

 
The  word covenant(s)  mentioned  300  times.  It  does  not  

include  words  such  as  promise(s). 
 
The  Unconditional  Covenants  mentioned  in  the  Bible  are:  
 
Literal  and  eternal  and  made  by  an  eternal  and  covenant-

making   God  with  a   covenant  people  (Israel).  
 
I  am  a  literalist  because  of  the  literal  fulfillment  of  

prophecy  (e.g.,  over  300 specific  prophecies  about  Jesus  
Christ).  (This  means  literal  interpretation;  we  realize  
there  is  abundant  typology  in  the  Bible,  which  is  not  
used  to  establish  doctrine,  but  to  confirm  it.) 
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Survey was conducted by “LifeWay Research,”  a branch of LifeWay Christian Bookstores,  which is linked with the Southern Baptist Convention.   Scott McConnell, director of LifeWay Research  was the  lead  researcher.



COVENANTS 
 

The  FIVE   Critically  Important  Unconditional  
COVENANTS 

 

1. Abrahamic   Gen. 12:1-3, 7; 13:14-17; 15:6; 17:1-22 
A. Land  
B. Nation  
C. Blessing 
 

2. Davidic:  2 Sam. 7:8-29 
A. House:  continued  posterity 
B. Kingdom:  realm  of  political  power 
C.  Throne:  rulership  of  posterity  
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COVENANTS 
 

The  Unconditional  Covenants 
 

3. Palestinian:  Deut.  28:1-30:10 

A. Israel   plucked  off  the  Promised  Land  for  
 unfaithfulness. (Deut. 28:63-68, 30:1-3) 

B. Future  repentance  of  Israel. (Deut. 28:63-68, 30:1-3) 

C. Messiah  will  return &  (Deut. 30:3-6) 

D. They  will  be  restored  to  the  land. (Deut. 30:5) 

E. Israel  converted  as  a  nation. (Deut. 30:4-8; Rom.  11) 

F. Her  enemies  will  be  judged.  (Deut. 30:7) 

G.  She  will  receive  her  full  blessing.  (Deut. 30:9) 
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COVENANTS 
 

The  Unconditional  Covenants 
 

4.  New   Covenant :  Jer.  31:31-34;  Isa. 61:8-9;  
Eze.  37:21-28 
A.   Renewed  mind  and   heart.  (Jer. 31:33) 

B.   Forgiveness  of  sin. (Jer. 31:34b) 

C.   Teaching  ministry  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  (Jer. 31:34) 

D.    Indwelling  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  (Jer. 31:33 with  Eze.  
36:27) 

E.   Dwell  forever  in  the  land.  (Jer.  32:41) 

F.   God  will  tabernacle  with  them.  (Eze. 37:26-27a) 
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COVENANTS 
 

The  Unconditional  Covenants 
 

5. THE  COVENANT:  Isa.  42:1-8;  49:1-26;  Heb. 
13:20;   Gen.  17:7,  13;  Gal.  3:17. 

A. THE   MESSIAH 
a. To  open  blind  eyes  (Isa. 42:7) 

b. Bring  out  prisoners  from  the  prison  and  
darkness  (Isa. 42:7) 

B. He  is  God’s  Elect  (Isa. 42:1) 

C. He  is  a  Covenant  of  the  people  (Isa. 42:6) 

D. He  is  a  Light  of  the  Gentiles (Isa 42:6) 
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COVENANTS 
 

The  Conditional Covenants  or Requirements  
or  Agreements   

 

1. There  are  many  in  Scripture: 
a. Salt  Covenant  (Nu. 18:19;  Col.  4:6). 

b. Covenant  of  Circumcision  (Gen. 17:13). 

c. Covenant  besides  the  Covenant  at  Horeb.  (Deut.  
29:1, 14-15). 

d. Covenant  of  Peace  (with  Phinehas,  Nu. 25:11-12). 

e. Covenant  with  the  House  of  David  (1 Sam. 20:16). 

f. Hebron  Covenant   (1  Chron.  11:3). 
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COVENANTS 
 

The  Conditional Covenants  or Requirements  
or  Agreements   

 

2. Many  are  associated  with  the  change  in  
dispensations. 

a. Edenic 

b. Adamic 

c. Noahic 

d. Mosaic 
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COVENANT  THEOLOGY 
 

1. There  is  great  confusion  about  Israel  and  
the  church.  Covenant  theologians  believe  the  
church  replaced  Israel  or  there  is  a  blurring  of  the  
distinctiveness. 
a. Therefore,  the  OT  promises  to  Israel  are  fulfilled  in  the  

church.  This  is  absolutely  wrong. 
 

1 Corinthians 10:32: 

“Give  none  offence,  neither  to  the  Jews,  nor  to  the  Gentiles,  
nor  to the  church  of  God:”  [This  was  given  after  formation  
of  the  church;  Israel  still  continuing.  (cf. Rom. 11)]  
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The  promises  to  Israel  will be  fulfilled  in  the  millennium. The  land promises,  the  population  as  the  sand  of  the sea,  the  conversion  of  all  Israel  to  the  Lord  Jesus Christ,  the  desert  will  blossom  as  a  rose,  the  fresh  water  from  beneath  the  throne  of  God  in  the  new  Temple.



COVENANT  THEOLOGY 
 

 

2. They  allegorize  a  large  part  of  the 
Scripture,  particularly  eschatological  
(prophecy)  Scripture.  (33+% of  Scripture  is  
prophecy). 
a. Example:  The  Millennium  is not  literally  a  

thousand  years,  simply  a  long, undetermined  
time.   

b. The  tribulation  period  is  simply  the  
tribulation  of  saints  over  the  centuries. 

74 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The  promises  to  Israel  will be  fulfilled  in  the  millennium. The  land promises,  the  population  as  the  sand  of  the sea,  the  conversion  of  all  Israel  to  the  Lord  Jesus Christ,  the  desert  will  blossom  as  a  rose,  the  fresh  water  from  beneath  the  throne  of  God  in  the  new  Temple.



COVENANT  THEOLOGY 
 

3. Soteriological  (salvation)  Confusion.   
a. Claims  primary  goal  of  creation  is  the  salvation  

of  man.  Rather,  it  is  to  the  glory  of  God—the  
unifying  theme  of  all  dispensations.  (Isa. 42:8; 
Rev.  4:11) 

b. If  the  major  emphasis  is  Man’s  salvation,  it  
makes   “man”  central  in  creation  as  opposed  to  
God.  This  is  part  of  “selfism.” 

 

4. Places  an  emphasis  on  constructed  covenants. 
 

5. Covenant  Theologians  are  often  Hypercalvinists  (5  
point  Calvinists). 
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DISPENSATIONAL  THEOLOGY 

FOUR  DISPENSATIONAL  APPROACHES 
 

1. CLASSIC  DISPENSATIONALISM:   
1) C.  I.  SCOFIELD 

2) Clarence  LARKIN 

3) Lewis  Sperry  CHAFER 

2. MODIFIED  DISPENSATIONALISM: 
1) Charles  Ryrie 

2) John  Walvoord 

3) Dwight  Pentecost 76 



DISPENSATIONAL  THEOLOGY 

FOUR  DISPENSATIONAL  APPROACHES 
 

3. FURTHER  MODIFIED  (PROGRESSIVE) 
1) Robert  SAUCY 

2) Craig  BLAISING 

3) Darrell  BLOCK  

4. ULTRA  OR  HYPER  DISPENSATIONALISM 
1) E.  W.  BULLINGER 

2) Cornelius  STAM 

3) J.  C.  O’HAIR 77 



DISPENSATIONAL  THEOLOGY 

FOUR  DISPENSATIONAL  APPROACHES 
 

I.  CLASSIC  DISPENSATIONALISM 

1. Israel   is  on  earth;  church  is  in  heaven. 

2. The  two  never  meet;  even  in  eternity. 

3. Some  taught  there  were  two  ways  to  heaven. 
1) Works  in  the  OT. 

2) Faith  in  NT. 
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DISPENSATIONAL  THEOLOGY 

FOUR  DISPENSATIONAL  APPROACHES 
 

II.  MODIFIED  DISPENSATIONALISM 

1. Israel  and  the  church  will  be  together  after  
the  Millennium. 

2. There  is  only  one  way  to  salvation  in  OT   &  
NT. 

3. There  is  only  one  New  Covenant  that  is  
shared  by  both  Israel  and  the  church. 
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DISPENSATIONAL  THEOLOGY 
FOUR  DISPENSATIONAL  APPROACHES 

 

III.  FURTHER  MODIFIED  DISPENSATIONALISM 
1. The  church  is  not  a  parenthesis  but  the  first  step  towards  

establishing  the  Kingdom  of  God. 
2. God  does  not  have  two  purposes,  Israel  &  the  church—one  

purpose  and  both  share. 
3. There  is  no  distinction  in  the  future  state  between  Israel  &  

the  church. 
4. The  church  will  reign  (with  Jews)  in  glorified  bodies  on  

earth  during  the  millennium.  But,  the  OT  prophecies  
regarding  Israel  will  be  fulfilled  in  the  millennium  by  ethnic  
Jews.   They  do  not  see  the  church  as  the  new  Israel  or  
believe  that  OT  prophecies  are  fulfilled  in  the  church. 
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DISPENSATIONAL  THEOLOGY 

FOUR  DISPENSATIONAL  APPROACHES 
 

IV.  ULTRA  OR  HYPER  DISPENSATIONALISM 
1. Variations  of  when  the  church  began  (e.g.,  either  

Acts  9, 13,  28). 
2. The  ordinances  of  either  baptism  or  the  Lord’s  

Supper  does  not  apply  to  the  church. 
3. Some  even  see  “two”  churches. 
4. Some  teach  the  dispensations  are  sealed  of  one  

from  the  other.   
5. The  four  Gospels  are  entirely  Jewish. 81 
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We  believe  the  church began at  Pentecost,  Acts 2.  Note that Jesus spoke in “future” terms for  His  church  using  “will”  (e.g., I  will  build  my  church—Mat. 16.18)



BE  CAREFULL  WITH  
COMMENTARIES 

COMMENTARIES 
1. ADAM  CLARKE:  (METHODIST) (MOTHER  WAS  

PRESBYTERIAN).  HAD  SOME  UNUSUAL  IDEAS 
(Judas was saved); HEBREW  &  GREEK  SCHOLAR 

2. JOHN  GILL:  (BAPTIST)  STRONG  CALVINIST 
HEBREW  SCHOLAR. 

3. KARL  BARTH:  Professor of Reformed theology at 
the University of Göttingen  

4. ALBERT  BARNES  (PRESBYTERIAN) (REJECTED  
CALVINISM) HAD SOME UNUSUAL  IDEAS  
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BE  CAREFUL 
AUGUSTINE  OF  HIPPO  (354-430 A.D.):  THE  GREAT  HERETIC  

(AUTHOR  OF  “THE  CITY  OF  GOD.”  HE  TAUGHT: 

 1. INFANT  BAPTISM. 

 2. AMILLENNIANISM. 

 3. FATHER  OF  REFORMATION  THEOLOGY. 

 4. THEOLOGY  DICTATED  BY  EXPERIENCE   (A  
 POSTMODERN   MANTRA). 

 5.  FATHER  OF  CATHOLICISM  AND  PROTESTANISM. 

 6.   MANICHEANISM:  DUALISM,  PLATONISM, …  
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However, Augustine, the true father of  RC, mentioned two dispensations.



AUGUSTINE  
OF  HIPPO  

(354-430 A.D.) 
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DISPENSATIONALISM  IN  HISTORY 
 

It  did  not  begin  with  John  Darby  
(1800-1882)!    

 

This  is  a  classic  argument  against  
dispensational  theology  that  is  not  
true. 

 

It  began  with  God.  Other  Ante-Nicene  Church  
elders  also  mentioned  “ages”  or  “dispensations”  
or  “covenants”  or  “courses”  in  the  differing  
periods  such  as  Irenaeus  (c. 125 – c. 202 A.D.). 86 
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DISPENSATIONALISM  IN  HISTORY 
Irenaeus  (c. 125 – c. 202 A.D.)  was  a  disciple  of  

Polycarp.  Polycarp  was  discipled  by  the  Apostle  
John.   Irenaeus  said: 

 

“. . . and  the  gospel  is  quadriform,  as  is  also  the  
course   [dispensations]  followed  by  the  Lord.  For  
this  reason  were  four  principle  covenants  given  to  
the  human  race:  one,  prior  to  the  Deluge,  under  
Adam;  the  second,  that  after  the  Deluge,  under  
Noah;  the  third,  the  giving  of  the  law,  under  
Moses;  the  fourth,  that  which  renovates  man,  and  
sums  up  all  things  in  itself  by  means  of  the  
Gospel,  raising  and  bearing  men  upon  its  wings  
into  the  heavenly  kingdom. 87 
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DISPENSATIONALISM  IN  HISTORY 

OTHERS  WHO  MENTIONED  DISPENSATIONS: 
 
1. Justin  Martyr  (110-165 A.D.) 
2. Clement  of  Alexandria  (150-220 A.D.) 
3. Even  Augustine  (354-430 A.D.):  “The  divine  

institution  of  sacrifice  was  suitable  in  the  former  
dispensation,  but  is  not  suitable  now.  God…knows 
…what  is  suitable  for  every  age.” 

4. Pierre  Poiret   (1646-1719 A.D.)   
5. John Edwards  (1639-1716 A.D.)  published  two  

volumes:  “A  Complete  History  or  Survey  of  All  the  
Dispensations.” 
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DISPENSATIONALISM  IN  HISTORY 

OTHERS  WHO  MENTIONED  DISPENSATIONS: 
 

1. John Edwards  (1639-1716 A.D.)  published  two  
volumes:  “A Complete  History  or  Survey  of  All  
the  Dispensations.” 
 

2. Isaac  Watts  (1674-1748  A.D.),  the  hymn  writer,  
wrote:  “The  Harmony  of  all  the  Religions  which  
God  ever  Prescribed  to  Men  and  all  his  
Dispensations  towards  them.”  (SEE  HANDOUT) 
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DISPENSATIONALISM  IN  HISTORY 
 

 

THE  FINAL  WORD  IS  NOT  WHAT  MAN  HAS  TO  
SAY.    

 
 

RATHER,  THE   AUTHORITY  IN  THE  MATTER  IS  
GOD’S  WORDS,  OUR  “FINAL  AUTHORITY”!   
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THE  MEANING  OF  THE  GREEK  WORD 
TRANSLATED  DISPENSATIONALISM 

 

B. THE  GREEK  WORD  IS  OIKONOMIA. 
1. It  comes  from  two  Greek  words: 

a . oìko"   =  oikos  =  house 

b. nomo"  =  nomos  =  law   

 

2. It  means:   
a. the  law  of  the  household,  or 

b. the  method  of  administrating  the  household. 
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3. Please note that the meaning has to 
do with two aspects: 

a. A  period  of  time (not  as important). 

b. The  “method”  or  “system”  of  the  
stewardship. 
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THE  MEANING  OF  THE  GREEK  WORD 
TRANSLATED  DISPENSATIONALISM 



 

1. Dispensations are  NOT  about  salvation  or  
how  you  are  saved. 
 

2. God’s  orderly  “Progressive  Revelation “  
through  seven dispensations  to  try  man’s  
faithfulness  (not  his  salvation). 
 

3. God  is  demonstrating  that  man  needs  a  
Shepherd;  man  is  not  capable  of  
managing  himself. 
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SOME  FACTS  ABOUT  DISPENSATIONALISM 



 

4. Throughout   the  dispensations,   there  is  order 
outlined   in  responsibilities. 
 

5. Even  amongst  the  Trinity ,  there  is  order  or  
division  of  responsibilities. 

a. 1 Corinthians 12:4-6 (KJB) “Now  there  are  
diversities  of  gifts,  (CFO) but  the same  Spirit.  
And  there  are  differences  of  administrations,  
(COO)  but  the  same  Lord.  And  there  are 
diversities  of  operations,  (CEO) but  it  is  the  
same  God  which  worketh  all  in  all.” 
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SOME  FACTS  ABOUT  DISPENSATIONALISM 



 
 

6.  GRACE  WAS   PRESENT  IN  THE  GARDEN  AS  
A  GIFT  OF GOD.  IT  IS  NOT  A  COVENANT.  GOD  
IS  GRACE.   

 
John 1:14 (KJV)  

(KJV) And  the  Word  was  made  flesh,  and  dwelt  
among  us, (and  we  beheld  his  glory,  the  glory  
as   of  the  only  begotten  of  the  Father,)   full  of  
grace  and  truth.  
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Give some definitions of grace:

Unmeritied  favour.
Getting something you do not deserve, heaven.
(Mercy is not getting something you do deserve, hell).
God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense.
The power to do God’s will, given by God.
Beautiful
Lovingkindness



SALVATION  IN  THE  DISPENSATIONS 
 

“The  basis  of  salvation  in  every  age  is  the  
death  of  Christ,  ACCORDING  TO  THE  
SCRIPTURES 

“The  requirement   for  salvation  in  every  age  
is  FAITH, 

“The  object  of  salvation  in  every  age  is  the  
God  of  the  Bible, 

“The  content  of  faith  changes  in  every  
age.”  This  is  “Progressive  Revelation.” 
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UNDERSTANDING  DISPENSATIONALISM 

 

EXAMPLES: 

• Without  a  doubt,  we  are  to  serve  (work)  for  
him,  but  there  is  not  a  covenant  of  works  
(Eph. 2:8-9;  Rom. 11:6).  Work  in  the  Garden  was  
part  of   the  responsibilities  for  that  dispensation  
(to  care  for  the  garden,  Gen. 2:15).   
 

• The  grace  of  God  was  present  in  the  Garden,  
also;  He  did  not  destroy  Adam  and  Eve  and  
creation  after  “the  fall  of  man.”  
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UNDERSTANDING  DISPENSATIONALISM 

 

EXAMPLES: 

 

• Without  a  doubt,  redemption  is  and  was  in  the  
plan  of  God,  which  was  first  seen  in  the  
Garden  (Gen. 3:15, 21)  and  throughout  man’s  
history  (1 Pe. 1:18-19,  Rev. 13:8,  1 Pe. 1:20) . 

 

• THE  PROTO EVANGELICALISM 

 98 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
http://www.charismanews.com/culture/32108-survey-most-bible-readers-wa

2,000  BIBLE  READERS  WERE  SURVEYED

Do  Christians want a Bible that is accurate and faithful?  Some do,  but  not all, which is fascinating.  Personally,  I do not want anyone giving me their interpretation  of  the  Bible  as  a translation.

Survey was conducted by “LifeWay Research,”  a branch of LifeWay Christian Bookstores,  which is linked with the Southern Baptist Convention.   Scott McConnell, director of LifeWay Research  was the  lead  researcher.



THERE  MUST  BE  AND  THERE  IS  A  
DISTINCTION  IN  ADMINISTRATIONS 

 

(Galatians 4:4-5)  
 

“But  when  the  fulness  of  the  time  was  come,  God sent  
forth  his  Son,  made  of  a  woman,  made  under the  law,  
To  redeem  them  that  were  under  the  law,  that  we  
might  receive  the adoption  of  sons.   (note  “time”  is  
singular) 

 

• Remember,  Paul  made  it  clear  that  we  must  “Study  to  
shew  thyself  approved  unto  God,  a  workman  that  needeth  
not  to  be  ashamed,  rightly  dividing  the  word  of  truth.” 
   

• (2 Timothy 2:15) 
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THERE  MUST  BE  AND  THERE  IS  A  
DISTINCTION  IN  ADMINISTRATIONS 

 

Ephesians 1:10:  

That  in  the  dispensation  of  the  fulness  of  times  
he  might  gather  together  in  one  all  things  in  
Christ,  both  which are  in  heaven,  and  which  
are  on  earth;  even  in  him: (note  “time”  is  
plural)  (cf.  Gal.  3:16). 

 

• Remember,  Paul  made  it  clear  that  we  must  “Study  
to  shew  thyself  approved  unto  God,  a  workman  that  
needeth  not  to  be  ashamed,  rightly  dividing  the  word  
of  truth.”    (2 Timothy 2:15) 
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THERE  MUST  BE  AND  THERE  IS  A  
DISTINCTION  IN  ADMINISTRATIONS 

 

In  the  book  of  John  it  says: 
 

John 1:17  
 

“For  the  law  was  given  by  Moses,  but  grace  
and  truth  came  by  Jesus  Christ.”  

 
This  is  a  clear  distinction  in  stewardship  or  

administration  or  dispensation  by  God  from  
the  OT  to  the  NT. 101 
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PROPER  INTERPRETATION   
OF  THE  BIBLE  IS  CRITICAL 

The  “Golden  Rule  of  Bible  Interpretation” 
 

“When  the  plain  sense  of  Scripture  makes  
common  sense,  seek  no  other  sense.  
Therefore  take  every  word  at  its  primary,  
ordinary,  usual,  literal  meaning,  unless  the  
facts  of  the  immediate  context  and  axiomatic  
and  fundamental  truths  indicate clearly  
otherwise.” 

 

Of  course  there are  “figures  of  speech”  in the  
Bible,  but  the  rule  prohibits  us  from  using  
figures  of  speech  to  establish  a  doctrine. 
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PROPER  INTERPRETATION   
OF  THE  BIBLE  IS  CRITICAL 

 

WE  MUST  NOT  BRING  OUR  IDEAS  TO  
THE  SCRIPTURE  (CALLED  DEDUCTIVE  
REASONING)  BUT  WE  MUST  LET  
SCRIPTURE  DICTATE  TO  US  ITS  
INTERPRETATION  (CALLED  INDUCTIVE  
REASONING) 
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PROPER  INTERPRETATION   
OF  THE  BIBLE  IS  CRITICAL 

1 
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DEDUCTIVE  REASONING 
BEGIN  WITH  A  THOUGHT  

 (Covenant Theology) 

INDUCTIVE  INTERPRETATION 
END  WITH  A  DOCTRINE: 

DISPENSATIONALISM 

END  WITH  SCRIPTURE  TO  
SUPPORT  IT 

BEGIN   WITH  A  WORD: 
DISPENSATION 



THE  CARDINAL  RULES  FOR  
INTERPRETATION  

 

1. When  the  plain sense  of  Scripture  makes  common  
sense,  seek  no other  sense. 
 

2. Use  only  the  clear  statements  of  Scripture  to  
establish  a  doctrine.,  then  apply  it  to  the  less  
clear  statements  in  Scripture. 
 

3. Pay  particular  attention  to  the  first  occurrences  of  
a  word. 
 

4. Examine  the  word,  then  the  phrase,  then  the  
sentence (or  verse),  then  the passage,  then  the  
other  uses  by  the  author,  then  the entire  Bible. 105 
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THE  RUE  OVER  PROGRESSIVE  
DISPENSATIONALISM 

1. P.D.  is  being  taught  at  a  number  of  seminaries  
such  as  Northwestern  Theological  Seminary  in  
St.  Paul and  Central  Theological  Seminary  in  
Plymouth,  MN  by  Professor  Edward Glenny,  
Dallas  Theological  Seminary  in  Dallas,  TX.  Dr.  
Swindoll  is  there.  When  Dr.  Chafer  was  there,  
they  trained  their  students  in  CLASSIC  
Dispensationalism. 

  

2. Dr.  Walvoord,  Chancellor  at  DTS,  said  “theology  
is  changing.”  If  its  Biblical  theology,  it  does  not  
change. 
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THE  RUE  OVER  PROGRESSIVE  
DISPENSATIONALISM 

3.  Formerly  and  correctly,  I  was  taught  that  the  
“Sermon  on  the  Mount”  was  the  principles  for  the  
Kingdom  Age,  the  Millennial  Age  when  the  King  
comes.  The   ‘new’  teaching  of  Progressive  
Dispensationalism is  that  it  applies  to  the  “Church”  
which  replaced  Israel.  It is  true  that  the  ‘believing’  
church  should  reflect  these  principles.   
 

4.  Furthermore,  they  teach  that  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  
is  reigning  ON  EARTH  right  now.  If  He  is  reigning  
at  present,  He  is  making  a  terrible  mess.  The  
“prince  of  this  world”  is  currently  reigning.  Of  
course,  God  is  sovereign  and  He  is  the  OOO  God! 
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HYPERDISPENSATIONALISM  OR 
ULTRADISPENSATIONALISM 

 

1. TEACHES   SEPARATE  DISPENSATIONS  IN  THE  BOOK  OF  
ACTS.   

a. THE  EXTREME:   CHURCH  STARTS   AT   ACTS  28;  
b. MODERATES:  AT  ACTS  9  OR  13 

 

2. FOR  SOME  AN  ENTIRE  DISPENSATION  IS  GIVEN  TO  
THE  PERIOD  OF  TIME  BETWEEN  CALVARY  AND: 

a. THE  DESCENT  OF  THE  HOLY  SPIRIT  INTO  THE  CHURCH, OR   
b. THE  BEGINNING  OF  PAUL’S  MINISTRY  AS  THE  APOSTLE  TO  THE  

GENTILES,  OR 
c. THE  END  OF  ACTS. 

 
 

3.       E.  W.  Bullinger  is  associated  with              
hyperdispensationalism  or  ultradispensationalism 108 
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HYPERDISPENSATIONALISM  OR 
ULTRADISPENSATIONALISM 

 

1. DEPENDING  ON  THE  THEOLOGIAN;  SOME  
 PLACE  THE  DIVISION   IN  ACTS  SO  THAT  
 THERE  IS: 

a. ONE  ORDINANCE  (EITHER  WATER  BAPTISM  
OR  THE  LORD’S  SUPPER),  OR 

b. NO  ORDINANCE  FOR  THE  CHURCH 
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ULTRADISPENSATIONALISM 
(Bullingerism) 

SOME  OF  THE  UNUSUAL  BELIEFS 
 

1. THE  GREAT  COMMISSION  IN  MATTHEW  &  MARK  
IS  JEWISH. 

2. THE  MINISTRY  OF  THE  TWELVE  APOSTLES  IS  A  
CONTINUATION  OF  CHRIST’S   MINISTRY. 

3. THE  CHURCH  DID  NOT  BEGIN  AT  PENTECOST. 
4. WATER  BAPTISM  IS  NOT  FOR  THIS  AGE. 
5. THERE  IS  A  DIFFERENCE  BETWEEN  PAUL’S  EARLY  

AND  LATER  MINISTRIES. 
6. ISRAEL,  NOT  THE  CHURCH,  IS  CHRIST’S  BRIDE. 
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THE  SEVEN  DISPENSATIONS 

1. INNOCENCE 
2. CONSCIENCE 
3. GOVERNMENT 
4. PATRIARCHAL  OR  PROMISE 
5. LAW 
6. GRACE  OR  CHURCH 
7. MILLENNIUM  OR  KINGDOM 

 

SOME  SIMPLY  MAKE  A  DISTINCTION  BETWEEN  LAW  
AND  GRACE;  OTHERS  ONLY  LAW,  GRACE,  AND  
MILLENNIUM,  OR  PROMISE,  LAW,  GRACE,  
MILLENNIUM.   111 
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HYPERDISPENSATIONALISM  OR 
ULTRADISPENSATIONALISM 

 

HYPERDISPENSATIONALISTS  CLAIM  EIGHT  OR  
MORE  DISPENSATIONS  BY  WRONGLY  
DIVIDING   THE  BOOK  OF  ACTS. 

 

Those  who  throw  out  water  baptism  claim  
there  is  no  distinction  between  water  
baptism  and  circumcision.  They  wait  eight  
days  until  they  sprinkle  babies,  just  like  
the  act  of  circumcision  at  eight  days.  
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SOME  OF  THE  PROOFS  OF  
DISPENSATIONS 

1. WE  HAVE  NO  GARDEN  OF  EDEN. 

2. WE  ARE  NOT  INNOCENT  (WE  HAVEN’T  YET  
SINNED).  NOW  WE  ARE  SINNERS  BECAUSE  OF  
ADAM.  ADAM  WAS  THE  HEAD  OF  THE  RACE.   

3. WE  DO  NOT  HAVE  A  PARADISE. 

4. THE  OLD  TESTAMENT  IS  WRITTEN  FOR  US  BUT  
IT  IS  NOT  TO  US.  THE  APOSTLES  PAUL’S  
LETTER’S  ARE  TO  US  IN  THE  CHURCH  AGE. 
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SOME  OF  THE  PROOFS  OF  
DISPENSATIONS 

5. IN  GENESIS  1:9-10,  MAN,  FOWL,  AND  ANIMALS   
WERE   TO  EAT  THE  HERBS  OF  THE  FIELD.      

a. WE  ARE  NOT  HERBIVOROUS  AND   

b. MANY  ANIMALS  ARE  NOT.   

6. IN  GENESIS  9:3,  AFTER  THE  FLOOD,  A  TRANSITION  
PERIOD,  MAN  IS  GIVEN  MEAT  OR  FLESH  TO  EAT:  
“EVERY  MOVING  THING.” 

7. IN  GENESIS  2:25,  MAN  WAS  NAKED.   AFTER  SIN,  
MAN  WAS  TO  BE  CLOTHED;  GOD  MADE  CLOTHING  
OF  ANIMALS  SKINS—THEREFORE  THE  SHEDDING  
OF  BLOOD  AND  THE PICTURE  OF  REDEMPTION. 
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SOME  OF  THE  PROOFS  OF  
DISPENSATIONS 

8. GENESIS  6:14:  Noah  was  to  build  an  ark.  
ORDERED  TO  BUILD  IT  120  YEARS  BEFORE  THE  
FLOOD.  WE  ARE  NOT  TO  BUILD  AN  ARK.  WE  
HAVE  AN  ARK:  IF  YOU  ARE  IN  HIM,  YOU  ARE  
SAFE  FROM  THE  FLOOD  OF  JUDGMENT  TO  
COME. 

9. WE  ARE  NOT  TOLD  TO  SACRIFICE  ANIMALS.  
(ALL THE  SACRIFICES  FOR  ISRAEL  CAME  TO  
ABOUT  1256+  EVERY YEAR  (LEV. 23,  NUM. 28). 

10.  WE  ARE  NOT  TOLD  TO  GO  TO  JERUSALEM  
THREE  TIMES  A  YEAR  (EX.  34:23). 
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SOME  OF  THE  PROOFS  OF  
DISPENSATIONS 

11.  GOD  PERMITTED  MANY  WIVES.  SOLOMON  
HAD  1000  WIVES  AND  CONCUBINES. 

12.  NOW:  MATTHEW  19:5-6  RULES.   Spiritually 
means  “Till  death  do  us  part”  is  a  phrase  from  
the  marriage  liturgy  in  the  Anglican  Book  of  
Common  Prayer,  which  uses  the "us  do" 
phrasing.  The "do us" phrasing  is  more  common 
in  the  United  States. 

13.   MOSES  WAS  ORDERED  TO  BUILD  A  
TABERNACLE.   WE  ARE  THE  TABERNALCE  OF  
GOD  IN  THIS  DISPENSATION.   
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SOME  OF  THE  PROOFS  OF  
DISPENSATIONS 

14.  SOME  THINGS  ARE  TRANSDISPENSATIONAL: 
a. Capital  Punishment  (Gen. 9:6,  Acts 25:11, Rom. 13:4)  

b. Abstain  from  the  eating  of  blood  (Gen. 9:4,  Acts 
15:20).  “The life of the flesh is in the blood.” 

c. Abstain  from  fornication,  unchaste (Lev. 21:9, 19:29, 
Deut. 22:20-21, 23-29; 23:18; Ex. 22:16,  Mat. 19:9, 
Acts 15:20, 29, 1 Cor. 6:18 (porneia, and porneuo) 

d. Food  offered  to  idols. 

e. Nine  of  the  Ten  Commandments  are  repeated  in  
the  NT.  (Sabbath  is  not  repeated  in  the  NT.) 
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pure - (used of persons or behaviors) having no faults; sinless; "I felt pure and sweet as a new baby"- Sylvia Plath; "pure as the driven snow"
virtuous - morally excellent
unchaste - not chaste; "unchaste conduct"
2. chaste - pure and simple in design or style; "a chaste border of conventionalized flowers" plain - not elaborate or elaborated; simple; "plain food"; "stuck to the plain facts"; "a plain blue suit"; "a plain rectangular brick building"
3. chaste - abstaining from unlawful sexual intercourse moral - concerned with principles of right and wrong or conforming to standards of behavior and character based on those principles; "moral sense"; "a moral scrutiny"; "a moral lesson"; "a moral quandary"; "moral convictions"; "a moral life"




SOME  OF  THE  PROOFS  OF  
DISPENSATIONS 

Any  person  is  a  dispensationalist  who:  
 

1. Trusts  Christ’s  shed  blood  and  death  on  the 
Cross  rather  than  animal  sacrifice.  

 

2. Worships  on  the  first  day  of  the  week  rather 
than  Saturday.  

118 



THE  NEW  COVENANT 
JEREMIAH  31 

 

Galatians 3:14:  

 

“That  the  blessing  of  Abraham  might  
come  on  the  Gentiles  through  Jesus  
Christ;  that  we  might  receive  the  
promise  of  the  Spirit  through  faith.”  
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Presentation Notes
He believed through faith before his circumcision (Rom. 4)
The blessings of Abraham are seen in the Abrahamic Covenant  (Gen. 12; 15)
The blessings carry through to the New Covenant. Jeremiah 31
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APPLICATION 

1. Ezekiel  37 

2. Matthew 16:13-28 

3. Isaiah  9:6-7 

4. Daniel  9:24-27 

5. The  Shema  (Hear)  Deut.  6:1-4, 10-12 

6. Hosea  3:4-5 

7.  Micah  5 
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May be understood to indicate that Jesus would be with the missionaries,  pastors,  evangelists, teachers, all  who  proclaim the Gospel throughout the remaining dispensations  until the Lord brings an end to this sinful world.

This is the ambiguity that the KJB translators refused to remove from the translation.



DISPENSATIONAL  DOCTRINE 

 

Remember  Pastor  Faggart’s  Message  on  Matthew 
16:13-28? 

 

v. 18-19  cannot  be  understood  without 
dispensational  understanding. 

v. 21-26  correlates  with  the  age  of  grace 

v. 27-28  is  the  dispensation  of  the  Millennium. 
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